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Zechariah 5:3-11 + 6:14

The connection with Leviticus 5-6 is obvious in Zechariah 5:3 - stealing and false 
swearing are described in the Torah reading, in regard to the trespass offerings that 
should be brought. This is a more graphic depiction of the evil of swearing/vowing - it 
steals from the future - what rightfully belongs to God, and attracts His deadly retribution 
in a curse.

Zechariah 5:3 - "Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face 
of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according 
to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it."

The "flying Scroll" contains a curse that is attracted to those who steal or swear falsely, 
and it consumes them away.

Zechariah 5:5-11 - The Vision of the Woman in the Midst of the Ephah

The talent of lead is a counter-balance to the other side of the scale - an ephah of grain. 
A woman (wickedness) sat in the Ephah of grain - "a basket for measuring grain." 
Perhaps a picture of deceptive, dishonest weights used to defraud (another reference to 
Leviticus 5-6)

- Deuteronomy 25:13 - "You shall not have two differing weights in your bag, one heavy 
and one light."

- Proverbs 20:23 - "Unequal weights are detestable to the LORD, and dishonest scales 
are no good."

Zechariah 5:6 - "And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. 
He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth."

Rashi - "This is [the punishment of those] whose eye [gazes] over the entire land." i.e. 
the rulers who oppress through this kind of defrauding, or approving of it and profiting 
from it.

The angel takes the lead weight and drops it in with the ephah of grain. Two other 
wicked women lift it up between heaven and earth - perhaps to display it to all. Then 
they take it to Babylon - the home of wickedness - to build a temple for it .

This all represents the thinking and values of Babylon - the world system, of which 
Israel too had been guilty of.

Babylon then became the instrument of God's chastisement on Israel.

Further, this speaks to our judgments, how we evaluate people, judge them and 
measure our own activities against others, comparing and either approving or 
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condemning. The problem is, our "weights" are unjust and deceitful. Our thinking is 
always weighted toward self, never giving us an objective viewpoint.

Ezekiel's vision of the future Temple included the idea of restoring just weights and 
balances:

- Ezekiel 45:10 - "Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath."

That "temple" for wickedness in Babylon is in contrast to the Temple that would be 
rebuilt in Jerusalem (and in contrast to the New Jerusalem brought in by the Messiah) 

A Strange Note:  "set there upon her own base." - Rashi - Our Sages, however, 
explained and learned from here that the evil inclination was given into the hands of the 
men of the Great Assembly, and they cast it into a leaden cauldron and covered it with 
lead, because lead absorbs the sound, as is stated in tractate Sanhedrin (24a) and in 
tractate Yoma (69b). [So that the voice of temptation could not be heard?]

Zechariah 6:14 - "And the crowns shall be for Helem, and for Tobijah, and for Jedaiah, 
and for Hen the son of Zephaniah, as a memorial in the Temple of the Lord."

Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah - The men whose generous gift made the crowns possible.

See Zechariah 6:10-11 - “Take an offering from the exiles — from Heldai, Tobijah, and 
Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon— and go that same day to the house of Josiah 
son of Zephaniah. Take silver and gold, make an crowns, and set it on the head of the 
high priest, Joshua son of Jehozadak..."

The crowns, after they had been put upon the head of Joshua, were taken off, and laid 
up in some part of the Temple, of which the Jews make mention in the Mishna 
(Massech. Middot, c. 3. sect. 8.); and say there were golden chains fixed to the beams 
of the porch (of the Temple), by which the young priests went up, and saw these 
crowns.

Joshua is called "The Branch" who will build the Temple. But this looks past priest and 
king, Joshua and Zerubbabel, to the coming Messiah.

Moshe Alshich (16th century Jewish commentator) says the crowns were for a 
"memorial" of something future, even of the Messiah, who was typified by Joshua; when 
he had those crowns upon him, and denoted the union of the kingly and priestly offices 
in the Messiah.(Apud L'Empereur. Not. in ib.)


