
Page 1 of 3

Zechariah4_Notes 3/5/19, 5:51 PM

Zechariah 4:1-9 + 6:12-13

Zechariah 2:10 (14) - “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for, behold! I will come and 
dwell in your midst, says the Lord.” (verse 14 in the Jewish translation)

The rest of the Haftarah explains how this will come to be.

Vision of the Golden Lampstand - Zechariah 4:1-14

- Zechariah 4:10-14 - “For who has despised the day of small things? But these seven 
will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel — these are the 
eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth.” Then I said to him, 
“What are these two olive trees on the right of the lampstand and on its left?” And I 
answered the second time and said to him, “What are the two olive branches which are 
beside the two golden pipes, which empty the golden oil from themselves?” So he 
answered me, saying, “Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.” 
Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who are standing by the Lord of the 
whole earth.”

Zerubbabel rebuilding the Temple is here a type of Christ building His church.

The reference is to the Lampstand in the Tabernacle and later Temple, but it is seen 
spiritually and not in the same design as the one Moses had made (Exodus 25:37).

Two olive trees stand beside the Lampstand, each supplying oil to a central bowl, which 
then carries it to the seven lamps.

Rashi is of opinion there were seven pipes going to every lamp, 49 in all.

The idea is that this spiritual Lampstand doesn't need any human help - neither to press 
the olives into oil, nor to refill the lamps, nor to trim the wicks nor light them - and it 
never runs out of oil. 

As stated in verse 6 - "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts"

The Seven Lamps are variously pictured throughout scripture - the Seven churches in 
Revelation (Revelation 1:4); the seven "eyes of the Lord"; the seven spirits of God; or 
possibly the ministers of the Word or believers in general (Matthew 5:14).

- Revelation 1:20 - "The seven lampstands are the seven churches."

- Matthew 5:14-16 - "Ye are the light of the world."

- Revelation 4:5 - "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 
seven Spirits of God."
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The oil could represent the Holy Spirit or the Gospel message of he cross itself.

The two Olive Trees: 

- Zechariah 4:14 - "Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the 
Lord of the whole earth." 

The same image is referenced in Revelation:

- Revelation 11:3-5 - "And I will empower my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 
1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” These witnesses are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone wants to harm them, fire 
proceeds from their mouths and devours their enemies."

Israel is called an olive tree:

- Jeremiah 11:16 - "The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly 
fruit"

Many of the rabbis saw these two as Joshua and Zerubbabel, the one anointed for the 
priesthood, and the other anointed as king. This would be the two aspects of Christ - 
both High Priest and King.

The Joshua / Yeshua mentioned in Zechariah 3 was a Levite and descendant of Aaron 
in post-exilic Jerusalem in approximately 538 B.C.  He was the first person chosen to be 
the High Priest after the return from exile.

Zerubbabel was a grandson of the former king, and his name means "winnowed in 
Babylon"  i.e. born in exile. He was in the line of David, and Messianic expectations later 
were attached to his name.

Zechariah is told to fashion a crown out of the silver and gold, set it on the head of 
Joshua the High Priest:

Zechariah 6:11–13 - "Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon 
the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; And speak unto him, saying, 
Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The 
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
LORD: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and 
shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both."

Thus, the two Olive trees - Messiah in his office as High Priest and Messiah in his office 
as King - are standing before (or under the watchful eye and protection of) the Lord.

Zechariah's vision pictures Joshua and Zerubbabel restoring the Temple in his own day. 
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But in chapter 3 there is also a distant context of the vision which indicates that God will 
bring forth his Servant “the BRANCH” (Zechariah 3:8). This is a common title of 
Messiah.

"The BRANCH,” will build the temple and wear two crowns: ruling as both priest and 
king

Concerning this individual, Zechariah relates, “So He shall be a priest on His 
throne” (Zechariah 6:13b), yet no high priest ever ruled on a throne nor did any king of 
Israel function in the office of priest. When taken together, these passages indicate both 
a near-term restoration (the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple in the days of 
Zerubabbel and Joshua) and a distant restoration - the New Jerusalem and the 
foundation of Christ's temple, composed of believers.

The Two Witnesses

John's description of the Two Witnesses in the Book of Revelation (11:4), who are also 
described as "standing before the God of the earth" are a recollection of the two Olive 
trees in Zechariah. Like the combined picture of Joshua the priest wearing a kingly 
crown, and the Branch - the Messiah is pictured, preaching and prophesying through his 
faithful  believers.

- Revelation 11:3-4 - "And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are 
the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth."

Their powers recall those of Moses and Elijah.

- Revelation 11:6 - "These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of 
their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the 
earth with all plagues, as often as they will."

They will be martyred, but in the end their enemies will acknowledge them. The martyrs 
of the church throughout history are included.


