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Zechariah 14:9-11, 16-21

The connection between this haftarah and its Torah portion Deuteronomy 6-7 is 
Zechariah 14:9 - “And the Lord shall be king over all the earth; in that day there shall be 
one Lord with one name.” 
This is a kind of bookend to the Shema, where "the Lord is One" is declared.

Zechariah 14 is also recited on the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles, because of the 
mention of Tabernacles in verse 19. (Megillah 31a)

The whole chapter focuses on the "Day of the Lord" when the Lord will defeat all his 
enemies. The rabbis understood this to take place in the days of messiah.

Zechariah 14:9 - "And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there 
be one LORD, and his name one." 

Rashi - For all the nations shall abandon their vanities and acknowledge Him, that He is 
one, and [that] no strange deity is with Him.

- Habakkuk 2:14 - "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea."

- Revelation 11:15 - "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."

Zechariah 14:10 - "All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south 
of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate 
unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel 
unto the king's winepresses." 

Rimmon = pomegranate (the ethrog used in the feast of Tabernacles)

Jerusalem is pictured as being miraculously raised up above the plain, with the people 
of the world “flowing” into it, against gravity.

- Isaiah 40:4-5 - "Every valley shall be raised up, and every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places a plain. And 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth 
of the LORD hath spoken it.”

Zechariah 14:11 - "And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter 
destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited."

Also no more curse: See Revelation 22 description of the New Jerusalem.
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Zechariah 14:16 - "And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, 
the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles." 

- Revelation 21:3 - “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”

Rain of Blessings

Zechariah 14:17 - "And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the 
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be 
no rain." 

Tabernacles was connected with the fall rains coming. “On the festival [of Sukkot the 
people] are judged in regard to water” (Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 1:2). 

On the night following the last day of the festival [of Sukkot] all [the people] were gazing 
upon the smoke arising from the pile of wood [on the altar]. If it inclined northward the 
poor rejoiced and the people of means were sad, because the rains of the coming year 
would be abundant and their fruits would rot [and they would be sold fast and cheaply]. 
If it inclined southward, the poor were depressed and the men of means rejoiced, for 
there would be little rain that year and the fruit could be preserved. If it inclined 
eastward, all rejoiced [for there would be an average rain, beneficial for all]; [and] if 
westward, all were depressed [because the seeds would dry, causing famine]. (Talmud, 
Yoma 21b)

The festival of Tabernacles connects the physical and spiritual realms. The life-giving 
rains signify spiritual life and growth and the love, acceptance and favor of God bringing 
us refreshment.

Zechariah 14:18 - "And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no 
rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come 
not up to keep the feast of tabernacles." 

A plague (see verse 12) because Egypt generally does not depend on rainfall, but rather 
on the Nile flooding. The Targum Jonathan even changes the phrase to read, "the Nile 
shall not ascend unto them." But also in remembrance of the previous plagues upon 
Egypt at the Exodus.

Zechariah 14:19 - "This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all 
nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles."

From a human point of view, we consign ourselves to destruction by refusing to come to 
the feast of Tabernacles, which symbolizes God's salvation and covering.
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Rashi - no rain will fall on those who entertain doubts concerning the festival of 
Tabernacles.

Zechariah 14:20 - "In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS 
UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the bowls before the 
altar."

The Septuagint renders it, "on the bridle of the horse shall be Holiness to the Lord."

This was reserved in the law exclusively for the mitre of the high priest (Exodus 28:36).

Zechariah 14:21 - "Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the 
LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe 
therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD 
of hosts."

The "pots" in which they boiled the sacrifices shall be like "the bowls before the altar", 
which held the blood of the sacrifices to be sprinkled.

Rashi - All those that are used to remove the ashes, they too will be of gold and of 
silver, like the sprinkling basins that are before the altar.

In other words, even mundane and ordinary things will be in service to God exclusively, 
and thus will be values.

In fact, this is true now if we can see it - faithfulness and obedience in the mundane 
things of life are how God works through us. Even suffering can be of the same value as 
ecstacy when we see it this way.

Cleansing the Temple

"in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts."

"Canaanite" - Originally a word that meant "merchant." Rashi says "a trafficker" or 
someone who makes merchandise of the house of God.

- John 2:16 - "And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not 
my Father's house an house of merchandise."

… or using the gospel for self-seeking in any way:

- Philippians 3:19 - “(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose 
end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things.)”


