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The Cursed Fig Tree

- More on trees related to Leviticus 19:23-10:27

Mark 11:13 - "And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might 
find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time 
of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said to it, No man eat fruit of you hereafter 
for ever. And his disciples heard it."

This is the worst case for a tree. It put out its leaves, indicating fruit might be available, 
possibly even some unripe small green figs, but in reality it had none. The leaves 
usually accompany, and do not precede, the fruit. (It must have been past the 3-year 
uncircumcised time period, so its fruit could be eaten). It was a hypocritical tree.

At this late stage of Jesus' ministry, the cursed fig tree was a symbol of Israel in its 
fruitlessness and in its consequent barrenness for all coming time.

And not just Israel, but all humanity in their natural, fallen state.

It recalls another incident - Adam and Eve hiding from God in the garden. They made 
coverings of fig leaves. 

Genesis 3:7 - "And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons."

They were "naked" i.e. they had no fruit, although God came into the garden 
"hungering" for intimate fellowship with them, they could not give it because of sin and 
self-protection and hiding. God then inflicted a curse on them.

Matthew 7:15 -  “Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.”

But there is another option that Jesus provides:

Matthew 12:33 - “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree 
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.”

“make” = poiéō - can mean do, make or create, but specifically here it means to “declare 
to be”

Habbakuk provides a different look at this: 

Habbakuk 3:17 - “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall 
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”
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Although this is written from the point of view of the owner, not the tree, the parable 
applies.

We embrace our cursed condition and fall on our face before God in repentance. When 
we go to the cross and are born again, we are a new creation, and we can "declare the 
tree to be good - then the Spirit can bring forth fruit from within us.

Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."


