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Psalm 86

A Prayer of David - written in "the day of my trouble,” possibly while being pursued by 
Saul, or on the run from Absalom.

The psalm’s connection to our reading in Leviticus 22 is David’s declaration, “ I am holy” 
in verse 2.
 

Psalm 86:1 - "Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy."

Compare to Christ in His "day of trouble" on the cross:

- Hebrews 5:7-8 - "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he feared, Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered"

"poor and needy" - like David, who had nothing as a fugitive from Saul and had to 
depend on his friends and the men of Judah, so with Christ:

- 2 Corinthians 8:9 - "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich."

And as when He cried: "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 
27:46, Psalm 22:1)

Psalm 86:2 - "Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that 
trusteth in thee."

"I am holy" =  chaciyd - pious one, holy one (like the Hassidim) - In Psalm 85 it referred 
to the Levites.

David - speaking as a type of the Messiah - is the only person who can say this. But we 
also are holy, in Him.

The rabbis on the other hand interpret this as "keep my soul until I am holy" or "keep me 
unto the world to come, where all are holy"

The soul or life of Christ was preserved in his infancy from Herod's malice; in the 
wilderness from wild beasts, and from perishing with hunger; and often from the designs 
of the Jews, to kill him before his time; and he was supported in death, preserved from 
corruption in the grave, and finally arose in the resurrection.

"trusteth" = batach - to hide for refuge, trust, to throw one's cares upon another

Psalm 86:3-4 - "Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily. Rejoice the soul 
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of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul."

Rashi - "do I lift up my soul" - I direct my heart.

Targum: in prayer

- Lamentations 3:41 - "Let us examine and test our ways, and turn back to the LORD. 
Let us lift up our hearts and hands to God in heaven"

Similarly in the New Testament:

- Romans 8:6 - "...to be spiritually minded is life and peace." 

"minded" = phronēma - inclination, direction or purpose of your thoughts. 

Psalm 86:5 - "For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy 
unto all them that call upon thee."

"ready to forgive" = callach - forgiving, of a forgiving nature,  ( in a sense, Lord, you ARE 
forgiveness)

"plenteous" in mercy = rab - abundant (in quantity, size, age, number, rank, quality) 
abounding, chief or greatest, mighty

That's good because the same word is used of wickedness:

- Genesis 6:5 - "And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great (rab) in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."

Psalm 86:6 - "Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my 
supplications."

Like in verse 1, David calls again on God to listen.

See Jesus' parable about the unjust judge and importunity:

- Luke 18:1 - "And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint..."

Psalm 86:7 - "In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me."

"answer" me = `anah - a primitive root; properly, to eye or (generally) to heed, i.e. pay 
attention, by implication, to respond

- Matthew 7:7-11 - "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
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findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom 
if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 
serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?"

God will always answer, but God sometimes says no, because He wants what is best 
for us.

[It goes without saying that idols, false gods, can not utter a response, nor hear the 
prayers of those who trust in them - see the priests of Baal in 1 Kings 18:26] 

Psalm 86:8 - "Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there 
any works like unto thy works."

Basically a quote from Moses: "Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who 
is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Exodus 15:11)

and  Deuteronomy 3:24, "What god is there in heaven or in earth that can do according 
to thy works?"

This is interesting because here Moses is pleading to be able to cross into the Promised 
Land, but God said no.

Targum and Septuagint: “Among the angels of heaven”

Psalm 97:7 - "worship him, all ye gods ('elohiym)."

Quoted in Hebrews 1:6 - "And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the 
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him."

'elohiym is a "plural of majesty" like the "royal 'we'" but also it can refer to God's 
"council" in heaven, or a hint of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Psalm 86:9-10 - "All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 
O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou 
art God alone."

The rabbis placed this in the days of Messiah.

- It’s a view toward Pentecost and the Gospel to the Gentiles

- Acts 17:26-27 - "And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and 
find him, though he be not far from every one of us"

- Revelation 15:4 - "All the nations will come and worship before you because your 
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righteous acts have been revealed."

See also Romans 15:8-12

Psalm 86:11-12 - "Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to 
fear thy name. I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy 
name for evermore."

"unite" = yachad - unite, join, unite

In rabbinical tradition, man's heart (and mind) contains both an evil inclination and one 
which tends toward God. 

A heart united with God reflects what Jesus called a "single eye."

- Matthew 6:22 - "The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light." Like in verse 4 above,  your heart is lifted up/ directed 
toward God.

- Jeremiah 32:39-40 - "And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear 
me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them, And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me."

Psalm 86:13 - "For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest hell."

Rashi - "from the lowest hell" - It is customary for adulterers to be put into the depth of 
the grave, and from there You saved me, for Nathan the prophet said to me (2 Samuel 
12:13): “Also the Lord has removed your sin.”

Looking further, this is a prophecy of Christ:

- Psalm 16:10 - "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption."

- Acts 13:34-35 - "In fact, God raised Him from the dead never to see decay. As He has 
said: ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings I promised to David.’ So also, He says 
in another Psalm: ‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’ For David, after he had 
served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption."

- Jonah 2:6 - "I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was 
about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God."

Psalm 86:14 - "O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies (gangs) of 
violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them."
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Rashi - willful transgressors have risen against me: Doeg and Ahithophel.

"have not set thee before them" - they have no respect for you
Rashi -  They did not remember what they saw, that Samuel anointed me on Your 
orders.

Jesus, like David, was pursued - first by Herod as a child. Later Jewish leaders plotted 
his death. Mobs tried to murder Jesus. They once sought to hurl Him off a cliff (Luke 
4:29) and repeatedly attempted to stone Him (John 8:59; John 10:31). 

Psalm 86:15 - "But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth."

Echoing Exodus 34:6 - "And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth"

Psalm 86:16-17 - "O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy 
servant, and save the son of thine handmaid. Shew me a token for good; that they 
which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and 
comforted me."

Rashi - "the son of thine handmaid" - The son of the maidservant humbles himself 
before his master more than the slave purchased with money, because the son of the 
maidservant was born in the house and was raised in his master’s bosom.

Arama says David uses the word "handmaid", because he sprung from Ruth the 
Moabitess.

This is interpreted by the rabbis to be speaking of the King Messiah (Zohar in Gen. fol. 
58. 4. & 59. 1.)

Some think this has a special reference to Christ, who was made of a woman, called an 
handmaid, Luke 1:48, born of a virgin, the son of Mary

"Shew me a token for good":  i.e. so it may be apparent to others that You have forgiven 
me.

Rabbi David Kimchi (Spain, 1160–1235) interprets this sign as the kingdom; and David's 
being raised to the throne of Israel was a token of the Lord's goodness to him.

“show me a token” =  work for me a sign. The same phrase is used by Gideon in Judges 
6:17 - “And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a 
sign that thou talkest with me.”

Jesus had one singular sign given to Him and to others, as evidence of God’s approval 
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and acceptance:

Matthew 12:38–41 - “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will 
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now 
something greater than Jonah is here.”


