
Page 1 of 4

Psalm83_Notes 10/16/18, 5:38 PM

Psalm 83

This is the last of the psalms that bear the name of Asaph.

Probably the psalm is related to 2 Chronicles 20 and the confederacy of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, and others, in the times of King Jehoshaphat. The passage even mentions 
Jahaziel, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, who prophesied in the midst of the assembly. 
Perhaps he is the author of this psalm.

But what is the link to our Leviticus 19 readings? 

It could be the concept of hate.

"They that hate thee have lifted up the head" (verse 2) can be contrasted with the 
commandment to "not hate thy brother in thine heart" - Leviticus 19:17

Consider however - Proverbs 8:13 - "The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate."

Perhaps also the confederacy against Israel included their plans to steal and murder - 
both forbidden in the passages from Leviticus 19.

Psalm 83:1-2 - "Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O 
God. For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the 
head."

Psalm 83:3 - "They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against 
thy hidden ones."

A classic satanic attack:

"crafty" = `aram - naked, but with the idea of smooth, subtle. In a (rare) good sense it 
means prudent. In a bad sense it means malevolently cunning.

Genesis 3:1 - "Now the serpent was more subtil (ârûwm - past participle of `aram) than 
any beast of the field which the LORD God had made." 

This is probably why the serpent is widely seen in the ancient world as a symbol of 
wisdom.

"hidden ones" = tsaphan - hidden treasure

Targum: "against the things hidden in thy treasures,” meaning the riches in the Temple.

BUT
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- Proverbs 21:30 - "There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel [that can 
prevail] against the LORD."

Psalm 83:4 - "They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that 
the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance."

Not just an invasion, or to obtain plunder, but a plan to exterminate and utterly destroy 
Israel. A scheme like Haman's (Esther 3:8)

A 10-nation confederacy that represents the enemies of God's people from age to age:

Psalm 83:5-8 - "For they have consulted together with one consent: they are 
confederate against thee: The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and 
the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of 
Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah."

R. Obadiah understands it to reference the war of Gog and Magog. The ten different 
nations, which joined in confederacy against the people of Israel prefigure the ten horns 
of the beast, or ten anti-christian kings, who agreed to give their kingdom to the beast, 
and to make war with the Lamb and his followers in Revelation 17:12. Similarly, "the 
nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog" - Revelation 20:9.

The seven major Canaanite tribes that occupied the Promised Land were the Hittites, 
the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the 
Jebusites (Deuteronomy 7:1). These may refer to the seven heads/mountains on which 
sat the 10-horned beast .

i.e. both the the Internal and external enemies of Israel.

Psalm 83:9-10 - "Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the 
brook of Kison: Which perished at Endor: they became as dung for the earth."

Gideon defeated the Midionites (Judges 7:20)
Jael, the wife of Heber, killed Sisera, Jabin's general (Judges 4:2-7)

Targum: "they became as dung trodden to the earth"

Psalm 83:11-12 - "Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their princes as 
Zebah, and as Zalmunna: Who said, Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in 
possession."

The two princes of Midian who were slain, one at the rock Oreb, and the other at the 
winepress of Zeeb, so called after their names (Judges 7:25). Zebah, and as 
Zalmunna; were the kings of Midian slain by Gideon (Judges 8:21).

"Who said, Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in possession." - this refers 
again to the current confederation of nations threatening Israel in Jehoshaphat's day, 
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not to the Midianites, etc..

Psalm 83:13 - "O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind."

"wheel" = galgal - like a tumbleweed, a whirl (of dust, chaff)

Psalm 83:14-15 - "As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the mountains 
on fire; So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid with thy storm. Fill 
their faces with shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD."

that they may seek thy name = "that men may seek thy name, or that thy name may be 
sought"

Psalm 83:17-18 - "Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put 
to shame, and perish: That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, 
art the most high over all the earth."

The Background of the Psalm

Jehoshaphat's Prayer - 2 Chronicles 20

2 Chronicles 20:12 - "For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming 
against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You.... "

"An omnipotent plea with God is: 'Do as thou hast said.' ...We feel sure it will come, but 
we do not know how, so we are looking; we do not know when, but we are looking. We 
do not know what thou wouldest have us to do, but as the servant looks to her mistress, 
so are we looking to thee, Lord. Lord, we are looking.'" (Spurgeon)

2 Chronicles 20:13-15 - "Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of 
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the 
sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and 
you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 
'Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not 
yours, but God's.'"

[a Levite of the sons of Asaph - See related Psalm 83]

2 Chronicles 20:16-17 - "You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, 
stand still and see the salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!' 
Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you."

We don't have to fight, but we must show up, and in that way we participate in God's 
victory. This is how faith is demonstrated - we put ourselves at risk, but also because of 
that we are positioned to observe firsthand God's faithfulness up close.
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"And when he had consulted with the people about those who should sing to the 
LORD": Jehoshaphat was wise and good enough to know that since this crisis put the 
people at risk, then the people should be consulted regarding some of the details, 
including those who should risk their lives on the front lines singing praises to the 
LORD. Although not a democracy, this monarchy was one that was in touch with and 
responsive to the people and their needs and opinions. 

Praise before Seeing the Result

The singers and worshippers led the army into this battle, which showed they expected 
a supernatural outcome. Just like the blowing of the shofar at Jericho.

The principle of God fighting on behalf of His people and the glory of trusting praise 
before the battle remained; how God wanted His people to participate in the battle 
would differ from circumstance to circumstance according to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in their situation. This did not become a pattern for warfare in Judah or an 
invitation to conquest, led by the "invincible army of praise."

Jesus Christ has fought the battle for our salvation and to rescue us from the judgment 
of God that we so rightly deserved. This makes us more than conquerors in Jesus 
Christ, because He fights the battle and defeats our foe, and we share in the spoil 
(Romans 8:37).

A Warning -

Nevertheless the high places were not taken away, for as yet the people had not 
"directed their hearts to the God of their fathers." 


