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Psalm 140

This psalm is paired with the list of blessings and curses in Deuteronomy 28.

“To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David”

Psalm 140:1-2 - "Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent 
man; Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for 
war."

"evil man" uses the word "adam," for man and "violent man" uses the word "iysh" (a 
contracted form  of "enosh"). 

The reference changes from singular to plural. Spiritually, this singular evil and violent 
"adam" is the flesh, the "evil inclination" within ourselves, as the rabbis described it. But 
it encompasses the whole generation of Adam or "adamah" = "mankind," which is 
cursed, and is the enemy of the Spirit.

- Galatians 5:17 - "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would."

NET - "For the flesh has desires that are opposed to the Spirit, and the Spirit has 
desires that are opposed to the flesh, for these are in opposition to each other, so that 
you cannot do what you want."

"violent" = chamac - violent, cruel, unjust, oppressive

The same word is used to describe the earth in the days of Noah as filled with 
"violence" (Genesis 6:11, 13), and was the cause of the flood.

This is the spiritual "warfare" described by David in this psalm, underneath the literal 
warfare and enemies he battled with, whether Saul or the Philistines, etc.

Psalm 140:3 - "They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is 
under their lips. Selah."

This refers to slander (see verse 11 - "evil speaking" in Hebrew is "lashon hara" or 
slander)

"adders" = achsub - asp, adder; only used once -  the word seems to imply coiling as 
serpents do; the Targum has "spiders"

Spiritually, this is slander against Christ in us by the Evil One, the "accuser of the 
brethren."

- Mark 14:55-56 - "And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against 
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Jesus to put him to death; and found none. For many bare false witness against him, 
but their witness agreed not together."

“Slander and calumny must always precede and accompany persecution, because 
malice itself cannot excite people against a good man, as such; to do this, he must first 
be represented as a bad man. What can be said of those who are busied in this 
manner, but that they are a generation of vipers, the brood of the old serpent, that grand 
accuser and calumniator of the brethren, having under their tongues a bag of poison, 
conveying instant death to the reputation on which they fasten? Thus David was hunted 
as a rebel, Christ was crucified as a blasphemer, and the primitive Christians were 
tortured as guilty of incest and murder.” - Benson Commentary

Paul quotes this verse and expands it in a description of human depravity:

- Romans 3:10-13 - "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison 
of asps is under their lips..."

Psalm 140:4-5 - "Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from 
the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings. The proud have hid a 
snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for 
me. Selah."

Deliverance is promised in Psalm 91:3 - "Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler..."

But if Israel was disobedient and unfaithful, God said He would not drive out the 
Canaanite tribes, and they would become "snares" to Israel (Joshua 23:13). 
Repentance and restoration would then bring deliverance from their snares and traps.

The rabbis saw the secret agents of Saul, who placed spies by the wayside against 
David, as the "snares and traps" described here.

The Messiah was said to present a snare and a stumblingblock to Israel, if met with 
unbelief:

- Isaiah 8:13-14 - "Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for 
a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem."

Paul cites this scripture to describe the rejection of the Messiah by the Jewish nation:

- Romans 9:32-33 - "For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall 
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not be ashamed."  (See also 1 Peter 2:8)

Psalm 140:6 - "I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my 
supplications, O LORD."

David reminds God of their relationship - "Thou art my God" - i.e. I'm not turning to any 
other power for protection. Then he utters his prayer.

"supplications" = tachanuwn - from a root that means mercy or grace. When we present 
a supplication to God, we let go of it, meaning we are putting our request in God's hand 
and agreeing to whatever He determines - even unto death. This is not commanding 
God, or making a deal, or trying to push the right spiritual buttons to manipulate the 
outcome.

Like Christ, who said "Not my will but thine": 

- Hebrews 5:7 - "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he feared..."

Psalm 140:7 - "O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my 
head in the day of battle."

Covered by the "the helmet of salvation" as described in Ephesians 6:17.

- Isaiah 59:17 - "For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of 
salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and 
was clad with zeal as a cloak."

David recalls God's previous protections with gratefulness. Goliath in his armor could 
not hurt David when he was protected by the power of God.

Psalm 140:8 - "Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked 
device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah."

Rashi says the "wicked" one (singular) here is Esau. Esau/Edom represents the flesh as 
does Adam, and is the implacable enemy of Israel: "Jacob have I loved, Esau have I 
hated" - (Romans 9:11-13, Malachi 1:3).

The rabbis interpreted it "let not his bridle come out" i.e. the bridle out of his jaws, with 
which he was held by the Lord, and restrained from doing his will; let him not be left to 
his liberty, and freed from the restraints of divine Providence.

But also, Satan himself: "And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the 
wicked one." (Matthew 6:13)

- 1 John 5:19 - "...the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one."
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Psalm 140:9 - "As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their 
own lips cover them."

The Targum has "Ahithophel, the head of the sanhedrim of the disciples of wickedness" 
who was an enemy of David.

Like Christ, who was surrounded by mocking crowds and those who plotted His death:
- Psalm 22:12 - "Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset 
me round."

"the mischief of their own lips" - the slander and words of disdain, i.e. let them recoil 
upon themselves

Psalm 140:10 - "Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into 
deep pits, that they rise not up again."

Targum: "Fall upon them from heaven" ... cast into the fire "of hell hereafter"... that they 
rise not up again "to eternal life" but rather to "shame and everlasting contempt" (Daniel 
12:2). 

Rashi - Cast into the fire of Gehinnom

Some rabbis saw here reference to Korah, who was swallowed by the earth.

- Revelation 20:10 - “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.”

But the word for pit = mahamorah - is only used here. Could mean watery pit or abyss, 
but the Jewish translation has "wars." The Septuagint has "afflictions."

Psalm 140:11 - "Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the 
violent man to overthrow him."

"evil speaker" = "iysh lashon" - "a men of tongue" -  an evil tongue is assumed - 
slanderer, as Miriam, who slandered Moses and was stricken with leprosy

"earth" = erets - land. But the Targum has, "the land of the living"

"evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him." -  the consequences of evil, calamity, 
shall hunt down and destroy the violent man

This in fact is what happened to Judas.

Targum: "the injurious wicked man, let the angel of death hunt, and drive into hell."
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Psalm 140:12 - "I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the 
right of the poor."

"right" = mishpat - justice, just judicial decision, right

This is the characteristic of the evil and violent man - he always oppresses the weak, 
the poor, the afflicted, the vulnerable. This was one of the causes of the curses falling 
on Israel as described in Deuteronomy 27-28.

Psalm 140:13 - "Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall 
dwell in thy presence."

i.e. thanks at the destruction of the enemy.

Consider the end of Babylon:

- Revelation 18:20 - "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and 
prophets; for God hath avenged you on her."


