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Psalm 123

Psalm 123:1 - "Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens."

To "lift one's eyes" toward someone implies expectation and desire of help.

"dwellest" = yâshab - sitting, seated, dwelling - The idea is that God is seated on His 
throne in heaven.

In Psalm 121, he lifts his eyes to God's dwelling place. Now he more boldly lifts his 
eyes to God Himself.

Emphasizing God's dwelling place in heaven, ruling outside of time or circumstance, 
points to His complete dominion and sovereignty over creation.

Targum: "O thou that sittest on a throne of glory in heaven!''

- Isaiah 66:1 - "This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My 
footstool..."

This assurance is needed because those surrounding the psalmist in this world are 
pouring contempt and scorn on him and on God as well.

Psalm 123:2 - "Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and 
as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD 
our God, until that he have mercy upon us."

As a servant or slave, we say "Not my will but thine." We wait for His direction but also 
for His mercy.

Thus the saints look to the chastising hand of God, and humble themselves under it, 
and patiently endure it, till the Lord pleases to remove it from them and "until that he 
have mercy upon us." - Gill's Exposition

Psalm 123:3 - "Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are 
exceedingly filled with contempt. Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those 
that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud."

The Hebrew word for "filled" means "to be saturated."

Like Paul, who knew he was seen as the "offscouring of all things." Jesus experienced 
this mocking, scorn and contempt to the greatest extent. 

- Matthew 27:41-42 - "In the same way, the chief priests, scribes, and elders mocked 
Him, saying, "He saved others, but He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel! Let 
Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him."
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- Proverbs 21:24 - "A proud and haughty man—'Scoffer' is his name; He acts with 
arrogant pride."

David’s prayer (and ours) is for God to intervene:

- Proverbs 3:34 - "He mocks the mockers, but gives grace to the humble."

"at ease" = sha'anan - secure, at ease

Sometimes, as here, this indicates the rich and unbelieving Jews in Israel, who live in 
self-indulgence and luxury, tolerate idolatry, oppress the poor, flout God's law and live in 
unfounded confidence in their position.

- Amos 6:1 - "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion..."

This is especially relevant to us, who live like kings in comfortable circumstances, free 
from persecution or contempt.


