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Psalm 122

“A Song of degrees of David” - This is the first of the songs of degrees that bears his 
name.

Psalm 122:1-2 - "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
LORD. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem."

Expresses the joy of the pilgrimage feasts, and the journey to Jerusalem.

"Our feet shall stand" - literally "Our feet have been, and are now, standing...."

If the psalm was composed in the time of David, this would refer to the Tabernacle as 
fixed by him on Mount Zion; if at a later period, to the Temple.

But Rashi says: I heard people saying, “When will that old man die, and his son 
Solomon reign and build the Temple, and we shall go up on the festival pilgrimages?” 
And I am happy.

Of course, we understand this to also mean the New Jerusalem:

- Revelation 21:2 - "I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."

Psalm 122:3-4 - "Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name 
of the LORD."

Verse 3 is perplexing grammatically.

"compact together" = chabar yachad - The first word signifies “the connection or joining 
of things aptly and closely to each other." Thus it is used of the coupling of the curtains 
of the tabernacle together, Exodus 36:18. The second word adds the idea of union, 
junction, together, wholly, mutually

The Jewish translation is, "The built-up Jerusalem is like a city that was joined together 
within itself."

The Septuagint: "union is in it together"

The idea may be that the city is a uniting point for the 12 tribes, as well as the place of 
unity between God and Israel.

Rashi - When my son Solomon builds the Temple within it [Jerusalem], it will be built 
with the Shechinah, the Temple, the Ark, and the altar. Like Shiloh, for Scripture 
compared them to one another, as it is said (Deut. 12:9): “to the rest and to the 
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inheritance.” The rest is Shiloh. The inheritance is Jerusalem (see Sifrei Re’eh 66). 
(See Deuteronomy 12:9 - "For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the 
inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you.")

Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 5a comments on this verse: Since Jerusalem is “knit” or 
“compacted” together, there must be two of them; Jerusalem has a "companion." This 
can also be seen in the spelling of the word Jerusalem in Hebrew YERUSHALAYIM– 
the suffix "ayim" indicates that it is a pair. Thus, "There is a Jerusalem in heaven, and 
the Jerusalem on earth is destined to be like it."

The "testimony" in verse 4 is sometimes the name given to the Ark of the Covenant 
(Exodus 25:16) But this could also be translated "it is an ordinance or testimony in 
Israel..."

Psalm 122:5 - "For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of 
David."

"Thrones" plural because this indicates the royal throne of the King and the seats of 
authority of His appointed judges who were to act in His name. (But the plural may be 
merely a "plural of dignity.")

Seats for dispensing justice. Jerusalem was the supreme seat of justice; the place 
where justice was dispensed for the nation. (Deuteronomy 17:8-9)

Rashi - For also in Jerusalem the Shechinah will rest, and thrones will sit there upon 
which to judge the nations, and the royal thrones of the house of David.

- Matthew 19:28 - "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

(See also Luke 22:30, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21)

- Revelation 4:4 - "Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and on 
these thrones sat twenty-four elders dressed in white, with golden crowns on their 
heads."

The lower sanhedrin courts of Israel had 23 judges, an odd number to prohibit a tie 
vote. Presumably, 24 judges would be fine in a situation of complete harmony and 
perfect discernment.

- Revelation 20:4 - "Then I saw the thrones, and those seated on them had been given 
authority to judge..."

This is especially relevant since this psalm is paired with the Torah reading in 
Deuteronomy 16-17 concerned with appointing judges, the primacy of Jerusalem as 
location of the court of appeal, and a call for righteous judgment.
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The judgeship was a position sought by Absalom, David's rebellious son:

- 2 Samuel 15:4 - "Oh that I were made a judge in the land, that every man which hath 
any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!"

Christ is seated in heaven on His throne in the New Jerusalem. The Apostles were 
appointed by Jesus to act as overseers in His kingdom on earth over His people 
concerning what is right, bringing to them true justice and righteousness in the name of 
the King, because they are "the tribes of the Lord."  In a different analogy, they would 
act as "under-shepherds over the sheep" (John 21:15-17). James writes to ‘the twelve 
tribes in the Dispersion’ (James 1:1).

The church was built on the foundation of His Apostles (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 
2:20; Revelation 21:14). We have their rulings and guidance set down in scripture still.

The Great Sanhedrim could be said to have administered justice from the throne of the 
house or successors of David. The Apostles now took over that role in the New Israel.

The Apostles acted as judges over the Kingly Rule of God on earth in Jerusalem, when 
it had been established after Pentecost, and as it expanded outwards into the world 
among all nations. They were given the power to "bind and loose" (Matthew 16:19; 
Matthew 18:18). They could then certainly be seen as "sitting on the thrones of David," 
that is, sitting in authority as representing the Son of David, in accordance with Psalms 
122:5.

(See https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/luke-22.html)

Psalm 122:6-8 - "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee."

The words for “lover” and “enemy” in Hebrew differ by one letter only (Lamentations 
1:5).

"peace" = shalowm - peace, welfare, safety, health, prosperity

Peace for the inhabitants of the New Jerusalem means  to have peace with God; peace 
in their own consciences; peace in the prospect of death and of the world to come; 
peace amidst the storms and tempests of life; peace in death, in the grave, and forever. 
- Barnes' Notes

In the Hebrews, these verses contain alliterations and a play on the name of Jerusalem 
(which contains "shalom" within it). “Ask for the peace of the city of peace; prosperity be 
to thy lovers, peace within thy walls, prosperity in thy palaces.”

The rendering of the Septuagint, “Ask now for Jerusalem the things which belong unto 
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peace,” contains the phrase used by Jesus as He entered Jerusalem (Luke 19:42) This 
whole Psalm may have been in His mind at that moment.

The Targum adds "peace in thine army." The idea here is probably that Israel's enemies 
would be finally defeated, thus bringing an era of peace. Spiritual warfare will continue 
until Satan and his allies are finally defeated by God at the end of time, and we pray and 
anticipate that victory.

There is an assonance between the words for ‘peace’ (shâlôm) and 
‘prosperity’ (shalvâh) and the name Jerusalem.

"they shall prosper that love thee" - By loving Jerusalem, we act "in the Name of Jesus" 
and our focus is: "Not my will, but thine be done." Therefore we can prosper spiritually 
and have "peace within thee."

Psalm 122:9 - "Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy good."

Targum: "because of the sanctuary of the Lord"

As David said elsewhere (Psalm 69:9) "The zeal of thine house has eaten me up."


