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Psalm 119:137-176

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/137068/jewish/Letters-of-Light.htm

TZADDIK

Tzaddik is the eighteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

The name tzaddik means “righteous one"

The design of a tzaddik is a yud on top of the letter nun. One interpretation of the nun is 
that it stands for ona’ah, deceit and fraud. By nature, under the deception that it is the 
physical world that is the source of ultimate truth and pleasure. But the yud, 
representing God - the Hebrew terms Yahweh (YHWH) and Adonay are written with two 
facing Yods between them - is added to the nun to teach us that the material world is 
ephemeral, and not the source of consummate goodness and joy.

The Zohar says that at creation every letter appeared before the Lord and said "create 
the world with me! I am the tzaddik, the righteous one."  But God said, “Yes, but 
because you are righteous you must be hidden. Therefore, I cannot create the world 
with you.” Why?  God's intention is that we should be born into an incomplete physical 
world and strive to perfect it. With the godliness that flows from the yud, we can 
strengthen our ability to overcome the nun, the pleasures of the corporeal world. The 
tzaddik must therefore be concealed in Creation so that one strives for righteousness on 
his own.

The numerical equivalent of the letter tzaddik is ninety. In Ethics of Our Fathers3 it says: 
“When one reaches the age of ninety, one is bent over (lashuach).” On a physical level, 
this means that at ninety, a man is infirm and bowed with weakness. On a spiritual 
plane, it represents the concept of humility. Lashuach also means “to pray constantly.”

A tzaddik is no longer an independent character but an extension of God Himself.

When a Jewish child is born, he is administered an oath, “Be a tzaddik and do not be 
wicked.”

The tzaddik is often equated with the rabbi. Jewish tradition says "rabbi" is an acronym 
for Rosh B’nei Yisrael, “the head of the Jewish people.” The rabbis were seen as a sort 
of intermediary between men and God.

Jesus critiqued this idea, noting that it was too easy to enjoy honors and titles, and at 
the same time clarifying the meaning of tsaddik as "humble.":

- Matthew 23:8-11 - "But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even 
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Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant."

Jesus the Messiah is the only Tzaddik or "righteous one," the only intermediary, and our 
only teacher or rabbi.

But in Christ, we partake of His righteousness and become tzaddiks ourselves, although 
the full import of this is "hidden" from our self-consciousness to keep us in humillity.

Like some other Hebrew letters , the Tzaddik has a bent form at the beginning or middle 
of a word and a straight form when used at the end. What do these signify?

The bent tsaddik is one who was born righteous and never needed to repent, and the 
straight tzaddik is one who has confronted temptation and had to "bend himself" through 
repentance. The Zohar says that when Messiah comes, He will cause ALL the tsaddikim 
to repent.

Psalm 119:137-138 - "Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments. Thy 
testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful."

or "Thou hast commanded righteousness..."

Psalm 119:139 - "My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten 
thy words."

This is reflected in Jesus cleansing the Temple:

- John 2:17 - His disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thy house hath 
eaten me up" (quoting Psalm 69:9)

Like a whole burnt offering consumed by the fire, Christ's intense love of God, seeing 
the object of that love abused, vents itself in a consuming mixture of grief and 
indignation.

Psalm 119:140-141 - "Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it. I am small 
and despised: yet do not I forget thy precepts."

"small and despised" = tsa`iyr - youngest, least, small, insignificant, despised as having 
no dignity or honor

Despised as Christ was: "But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and 
despised of the people." (Psalm 22:6)

Rashi -  Even though troubles have befallen me, [they precepts] were my occupation.

David was the youngest of his family, yet chosen to be King.
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The biblical pattern is "first comes the natural and then the spiritual" (1 Corinthians 
15:45- 47).  The elder shall serve the younger, as with Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:23, 
Romans 9:12). A little child shall lead them (Isaiah 11:6).  Who shall despise the day of 
small things? (Zechariah 4:10) etc.

Psalm 119:142 - "Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the 
truth."

"everlasting" = `owlam - eternal, everlasting, continuing indefinitely, hidden, perpetual

God is eternal, so His righteousness is eternal.

"truth" = 'emeth - truth, reliable, sure, stable, firm

- John 14::6 - "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me."

Psalm 119:143 - "Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet your 
commandments are my delights."

"trouble and anguish" denote deep affliction, that results from being pressed, 
compressed, straitened. It properly refers to a situation where there is no room to move, 
and where we are pent up in a narrow place.

Somehow in the midst of it, he finds "delight" in God's commandments!

Psalm 119:144 - "The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me 
understanding, and I shall live."

The "understanding" is knowing Jesus:

- Philippians 3:8 - "Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ"

-  John 17:3 - "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

KUF

Kuf (also spelled Qoph or Koph) is the nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

The name kuf in Hebrew means monkey, because monkeys act foolishly in trying to 
imitate the letter Hei or "holiness."

The design of the kuf is similar to that of the hei. But while the hei represents holiness, 
the kuf represents kelipah, or unholiness. Both have three lines, two vertical and one 
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horizontal. These three lines, depicting thought, speech and action in the hei, are also 
represented in the letter kuf, but its three lines represent unholy thoughts, profane 
speech and evil actions. These negative qualities are illustrated within the actual form of 
the kuf. Its long left leg plunges beneath the letter’s baseline. It represents one who 
ventures below the acceptable, an individual who violates the circumscribed boundaries 
of the Torah.

On the other hand, kuf invites transformation. The foot of the kuf calls out to be elevated 
from its station below the horizon. 

Its numerical value is 100

One recites the Amidah three times a day, which contains nineteen blessings each for a 
total of fifty-seven. In the morning prayers, there are an additional twenty-six blessings. 
Maariv, the evening service, contains four more. Saying the “Grace After Meals” also 
has four blessings, plus two when we wash our hands and make a blessing on bread. It 
is thus quite easy to reach one hundred blessings in a day.
The kuf, one hundred, represents death. But if one recites these one hundred blessings 
daily, one can transform a negative decree into a celebration of life.

Kuf and the reish by themselves signify falsehood and impurity. When the letter shin 
appeared before God at Creation, He said, “I cannot create the world with you, for you 
spell the word רקש , sheker (falsehood).” Even though the letter shin is holy, the fact that 
it is united here with the kuf and the reish taints its holiness.

Man’s purpose is to transform the word sheker, רקש , into the word Keresh, שרק , by 
transposing the letters. Keresh is composed of the same three letters as sheker, but it 
means a “board.” The Tabernacle was constructed of these boards made of shittim 
wood. "Shittim" means folly.

The folly of this world must be transformed into a folly that is supra-rational. Paul said 
"we are fools for Christ" (1 Corinthians 4:10).

As the Talmud relates (Kesubos 17a.), there was once a Sage, Reb Shmuel bar Rav 
Yitzchak, who would juggle three myrtle branches before a bride to perform the mitzvah 
of bringing joy to a bride and groom. The other Sages made fun of him. “How can you 
do such a thing? You’re a holy Sage. You embarrass us.” When this great Sage died, a 
pillar of fire shot from his grave all the way to Heaven. His colleagues concluded that he 
merited this bolt of light due to his “folly in the realm of holiness.”

We must be willing to serve God beyond our comfort zone and even rationality.

Psalm 119:145-148 - "I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy 
statutes. I cried unto thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies. I prevented the 
dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word. Mine eyes prevent the night 
watches, that I might meditate in thy word."



Page 5 of 14

Psalm119_137_176_Notes 1/29/20, 9:56 AM

Four verses emphasizing David's zeal and love of God, as well as his desperation.

The Jews divided the night into three "watches," which began at what we now call 6 
p.m., and consisted each of four hours. He compares himself to a sentinel who wakes 
before it is time for him to go on duty.

Rashi - David would rise from bed at the first third of the night and engage in Torah until 
midnight, as it is said: “to speak of Your word.” From midnight on, he would engage in 
songs and praises, as it is said (verse 62): “At midnight, I rise to give thanks to You.”

Psalm 119:149 - "Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness: O LORD, quicken 
me according to thy judgment."

"quicken" again points to Christ’s resurrection life that will bring refreshment, 
sustenance  and rejuvenation.

"judgment" = custom

Psalm 119:150 - "They draw near that follow after mischief: they are far from your law"

The “pursuers of lewdness" or the "counsel of sins" according to the Jewish translation.

Rashi - They follow the counsel of their sins and distance themselves from your Torah to 
draw near to the counsel of their evil.

They are threatening to overtake him. This can also be a reference to temptation:

"they are far from your law":

- Romans 8:7 - "the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be."

- 1 Corinthians 2:14 - "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned."

But:

Psalm 119:151 - "You are near, O LORD; and all your commandments are truth."

Even though the wicked draw near, God is nearer and already at hand.

- Psalm 145:18 - "The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth."

"truth" - John 17:17 - "Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth."
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Psalm 119:152 - "Concerning your testimonies, I have known of old that you have 
founded them for ever."

or,  “from before, I knew from your testimonies…”

Rashi - Before the thing came about, I knew it from Your testimonies. Before they 
inherited the land, You commanded them about the first fruits, heave offerings, and 
tithes, and before You gave them rest from their enemies, You commanded them (Deut. 
25:19): “And it will be, when the Lord Your God gives you rest, etc.” to appoint a king, to 
annihilate Amalek, and to build the Temple.

Another confirmation of God's word as "settled" 

- Psalm 119:89 - "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Other verses in this psalm likewise stress the eternal validity of God's words: 

- Psalm 119:144 - "The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting..."
- Psalm 119:152 - "Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that thou hast 
founded them for ever..." 
- Psalm 119:160 - "Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous 
judgments endureth for ever"

Throughout the Bible:

"The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever" (Isaiah 40:8).

"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Peter 1:23).

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matthew 
24:35) 

RESH

Resh (also spelled reish) is the twentieth letter of the Hebrew alphabet

Its numerical value is 200. It states in the Talmud that a poor person is permitted to 
collect charity from a synagogue if he does not possess two hundred zuzim. The 
moment the person has two hundred zuzim, he is no longer considered to be poor.

Resh can mean "poor," "evil" or "head."

The reish is composed of two lines, one horizontal and one vertical. It looks very similar 
to the dalet, but the dalet has a yud at its upper right-hand corner, which the reish lacks. 
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The reish’s two lines represent intellect and speech. Because they are not joined with a 
yud, the speech and intellect of this individual are for his own gratification—they can 
even degenerate and become corrupt and evil. The yud also signifies Olam HaBa, the 
World to Come. So the absence of the yud indicates someone who is not mindful of the 
Day of Judgment.

Remember that if a reish is accidentally substituted for the dalet in the word echad in 
the Shema, it changes the concept of “one God” to “other gods.”

The Talmud tells us that the reish also stands for the word rasha, which means an evil 
person. But if he repents, he is no longer rasha but rosh, or "head."

So the reish, at times poor and at times wicked, has the ability to awake from its 
slumber and repent.

Psalm 119:153-154 - "Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy 
law. Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word."

"plead my cause" -  Christ is our advocate. He pleads our case before the Father.

See Psalm 35:1 - "Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight 
against them that fight against me."

- 1 John 2:1-2 - "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:   And he 
is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world"

- John 14:16-17 - “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
(parakleton) to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, 
because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and 
will be in you.”

"advocate" = parakleton - counselor, comforter, helper, or advocate.

Both Christ and the Holy Spirit act as a defense attorney against the accusations of 
Satan as well as the condemnation of the Law.

Satan means “accuser,” “adversary,” or “one who opposes.” 

Psalm 119:155 - "Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes."

- Job 21:14 - "They spend their days in prosperity and go down to Sheol in peace. 
Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways. What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, 
if we pray unto him?"
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- John 3:19,20 - "And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil…"

Psalm 119:156 - "Great are your tender mercies, O LORD: quicken me according to 
your judgments."

"Many are thy tender mercies" = racham - bowels, mercy, compassion, nurturing like a 
womb, tender love

Psalm 119:157 - "Many are my persecutors and mine enemies; yet do I not decline 
from thy testimonies."

Persecution is to be expected:

- 1 Peter 4:12-13 - "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy."

- 1 Peter 1:6-7 - "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye 
are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

Psalm 119:158 - "I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept not 
thy word."

"I saw them prosper, and was weary of my life" - Joseph Kimchi, a medieval Jewish 
rabbi and biblical commentator.

"grieved" = quwt - filled with loathing at; sickened with disgust

Also the way we must see ourselves to repent:

- Ezekiel 36:31 - "Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that 
were not good, and shall lothe (quwt) yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities 
and for your abominations."

Psalm 119:159 - "Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O LORD, according to 
thy lovingkindness."

Psalm 119:160 - "Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous 
judgments endureth for ever."

Another testimony to the eternal truth of the scriptures and the faithfulness of God's 
promises.
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See above, verse 152.

SHIN

Shin is the twenty-first letter of the Hebrew alphabet

Its numerical value is 300.
The shin, which stands for shuvah (penitence), also represents the Day of Atonement — 
Yom Kippur. The gematria of the word kapper (“atonement”) is 300.

Pronounced "SH" with a dot over the right side, and "S" with a dot over the left

Meanings: 
1. tooth = shein - representing one who "chews over" and meditates on the Torah.
2. steadfast = lo shinisi - "He who does not change," unswayed by circumstances
3. change for the good = shinoy - moving toward perfection through repentance
4. return = shuvah - repentance, returning to God.
5. year = shanah - which contains the four seasons with their festivals and fasts.

The shin comprises three vertical lines representing three columns. The letter itself 
looks like a crown.

The three lines of the shin may be interpreted as three general dimensions of a human 
being: Kesser (that which exists beyond the intellect — the dimension of the 
suprarational), the intellect, and the emotions. The three lines can also mean kindness, 
justice and mercy, which are venues for the rays of supernal light to be imparted to the 
world. The three lines of the shin can also signify the three pillars upon which the world 
stands: the study of Torah, prayer and good deeds (Ethics of Our Fathers 1:2.).

There are numerous other applications - i.e. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, etc.

Psalm 119:161 - "Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth 
in awe of thy word."

Princes here could mean the world powers:

- Psalm 2:1-2  - "Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the 
earth take their stand and the rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His 
Anointed One"

But it probably points to King Saul, or the authorities and nobles of Israel, not Gentiles.

- John 15:25 - "But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in 
their law, They hated me without a cause."

"standeth in awe" = pachad - to fear, tremble, shake in dread, trepidation
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i.e. I fear only God and his Law, not those who persecute me. This is the sharp fear and 
respect that can also coexist with love and joy, not just a sheer terror.

Jacob on waking from his dream of the ladder:

- Genesis 28:17 - "And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."

Psalm 119:162-163 - "I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil. I hate and 
abhor lying: but thy law do I love."

- Matthew 13:44 - "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field."

Psalm 119:164 - "Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous 
judgments."

Rashi - "Seven times a day": In the morning, twice before the reading of “Shema” and 
once after it, and in the evening, twice before it and twice after it.

Sometimes "seven" is used for purification:
- Psalm 12:6 - "The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times."

This Jewish practice entered the Catholic liturgy as the seven canonical hours: Matins 
with Lauds, Prime, Tierce, Sext, Nones, Vespers, and Compline.

Believers should always, in everything, for everything, and at all seasons, give thanks to 
God - Ephesians 5:20, 1 Thessalonians 5:18.

Psalm 119:165 - "Great peace have they which love your law: and nothing shall offend 
them." 

Targum: "Great peace have they which love your law in this world, and nothing shall 
offend them in the world to come"

"peace" = shalom - peace, safety, wholeness, completeness, health 

"nothing shall offend them" = mikshowl - to be a stumbling block, an occasion for 
stumbling

- 1 John 2:10 - "He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none 
occasion of stumbling in him."

- Ezekiel 18:30 - “Repent … and iniquity shall not be a stumblingblock unto you.”
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Without a troubled heart of regret, not suspicious or holding resentments, not easily 
provoked or offended, unlike the seed sown on rocky soil, who "when tribulation or 
persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles" (Matthew 13:21).

Psalm 119:166-167 - "LORD, I have hoped for your salvation, and done your 
commandments. My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly."

"But not for hope of reward" - Kimchi

"exceedingly" - love in the superlative degree

Psalm 119:168 - "I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are 
before thee."

Either an appeal for God to look and see he's telling the truth, or it is the reason he is 
obedient, because he knows God sees all.

TAU

Tau (also spelled Taw or Tav) is the twenty-second and final letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet

Its numerical value is 400.

The number four hundred is a reminder of the “Covenant between the Parts,” (Genesis 
15:9-13) and the "horror of great darkness" when God caused Abraham to fall into a 
deep slumber and told him that his children would reside in a foreign land (the land of 
Egypt) for four hundred years and afterwards go out with great wealth and an out‐
stretched arm.

In Kabbala, the numerical value of tav can represent both the four hundred levels of evil 
and the four hundred sparks of godliness that are found in the world. The tav thus 
embodies the ability to transform these negative energies into positive sparks.

The letter tav represents humankind’s ultimate destination, the culmination of our Divine 
service to perfect the world. And this truth will be unveiled in the final stages of the 
coming of Messiah.

Meanings: 

1. Truth - It states in the Talmud (Shabbos 104a) that the letter tav represents the word 
תמא , emes, meaning truth. The reason emes is represented by its last letter (tav) and 

not its first (alef) is that the essence of truth is determined at the end of a journey or 
passage, not at the beginning. The word emes is comprised of an alef and the word 
mes. Alef represents God, the Creator of the universe. If one removes the alef from the 
word emes, he is left with mes, which means “death.”
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mes. Alef represents God, the Creator of the universe. If one removes the alef from the 
word emes, he is left with mes, which means “death.”

2. A Sign - In Ezekiel 9:4 - "And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark (tau) upon the foreheads of the 
men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."

- Genesis 4:15 - "And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 
him."

The Talmud says the mark of Cain (to protect him) was the Hebrew letter tau. In the 
early Hebrew script, the letter tau was a cross or an X mark. This was also the pattern in 
which the blood of the Passover lamb was applied to Israel's doorposts in Egypt. 

All these "tau"s - Cains, the blood on the doorpost and Ezekiel's mark - provided 
protection of some kind.

Finally - in the Dead Sea scrolls and other Hebrew manuscripts from Second Temple 
times, in the margins of the writings of the prophets, the scribes would leave markings 
of the original letter tau to indicate either the name of God or to point to prophecies 
concerning the Messiah. It was a "mark of blessing" and was used even after the paleo-
Hebrew script was replaced.

The Roman cross of execution was actually shaped like a T. But when early Christians 
began drawing the cross sign, they reverted to this Tau mark, recognizing that it fit the 
meaning. (Martin Luther agreed with the Talmud that this was the mark of Cain).

3. Life or Death

The design of the tav in post-exilic Aramaic square script that became modern Hebrew 
is a dalet combined with a nun. These two letters spell out the name of Dan, ןד , one of 
the tribes of Israel. When the tribes set out to travel, the camp of Dan was the last to 
proceed. If any of the other tribes left something behind, the tribe of Dan would collect 
and return it.

The tav is made up of three lines. In this sense it is similar to the hei, which also has 
three lines: two vertical and one horizontal. They represent Torah study (thought), 
prayer (speech), and the performance of good deeds (action). Because it is the last 
letter and thus the culmination of the alphabet, the tav represents someone who is 
perfect on all these levels. However, the condition of being “perfect” can also result in 
arrogance. Therefore, the yud in the lower left-hand corner completes the tav to lend it 
humility.

Psalm 119:169-170 - "Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: give me 
understanding according to thy word. Let my supplication come before thee: deliver me 
according to thy word."

His petition is answered in Christ, the only Mediator between God and man.
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"Supplication" - the kind  of prayer that in submission to God  accepts whatever the 
answer will be.

Rabbi David Kimchi (1160-1235) observes that this is not to be understood of a 
deliverance of the body from distress, but of the soul from the stumbling block of sin.

Psalm 119:171 - "My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes."

"utter" = naba` - to bubble forth, like water from a spring or fountain, ferment (like wine)

The same word is used of the wicked:

- Proverbs 15:2, 28 - The mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things."

Psalm 119:172 - "My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are 
righteousness."

Rather, "My tongue shall make response to Thy word, that all Thy commandments are 
true."

Abraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra (1089 - 1092) paraphrases it as "I will teach the children of 
men thy word, that they may know that thy commandments are righteousness"

Psalm 119:173 - "Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy precepts."

"hand" = yad 

- Exodus 13:14 - "By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the 
house of bondage"

Psalm 119:174 - "I have longed for thy salvation, O LORD; and thy law is my delight."

Not just a deliverance from present trials but as Kimchi interprets it, "salvation of the 
soul in the world to come"

Psalm 119:175 - "Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let thy judgments help 
me."

Psalm 119:176 - "I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not 
forget thy commandments."

This whole psalm ends on an incredibly note of humility - David the young shepherd and 
now the king and shepherd of his people admits his sin and errors. He is lost like a lost 
sheep and begs God to find him. A sheep separated from the shepherd and the flock is 
considered dead.



Page 14 of 14

Psalm119_137_176_Notes 1/29/20, 9:56 AM

Jesus no doubt thought of this verse when he told the Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 
15:1-7).

To "not forget thy commandments" means he has remembered them after straying, and 
has repented.

This last verse connects strongly to Messiah, who seeks and finds us through His 
sacrifice on the cross:

- Isaiah 52:5-6 - "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."


