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Psalm 112

"Hallelujah" again is the title of the psalm. As a reading for Deuteronomy 4:25-49 it 
extolls “the man that feareth the LORD” - the opposite of what the Torah passage warns 
against, those who fail to trust in God, falling away from his commandments. 

Psalm 112:1 - "Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his 
commandments."

This psalm begins with what the preceding Psalm 111 ends with, the fear of the Lord. 

"delighteth greatly in his commandments" - he loves them above gold, yea, above fine 
gold; and esteems them to be right concerning all things (Psalm 119:97).

Psalm 112:2 - "His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall 
be blessed."

Targum: "mighty in the law"

This psalm concerns Christ foremost as "the man that feareth God." 

- Galatians 3:16 - "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ."

- John 4:35 - "Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work."

"the generation of the upright" - 

Psalm 24:6 - "This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. 
Selah."

- Psalm 22:30 - "A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a 
generation."

Psalm 112:3 - "Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth 
for ever."

If it's talking about monetary wealth, then see verse 9, where the wealth is used to 
disperse to the needy. But it is also talking about a wealth of grace and righteousness 
inherent in the "man who fears God."

Light

Psalm 112:4 - "Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and 
full of compassion, and righteous.
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Rashi -  Its midrashic interpretation is that He Himself, so to speak, becomes a light for 
them, as (above 27:1): “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”

- Psalm 27:1 - "The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?"

- John 8:12 - "Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life."

Psalm 112:5 - "A good man sheweth favor, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with 
discretion."

discretion = honesty, moderation

Rashi - Good is the man who is gracious, etc.: who is gracious to the poor and lends [to] 
them, and is not strict, saying, “I cannot afford it,” but [instead] his things, which he 
needs for himself, in food, drink, and clothing, he conducts with moderation and with a 
measure, and he spares his property.

Between Jews, "lending" could not be with usury or interest.

- Psalm 37:21 - "The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous are gracious 
and giving."

Additionally, we do not hold a grudge, remember a slight, or demand our "pound of 
flesh." We turn the other cheek, forgive, bless our enemies and do good to those who 
despitefully use us (Matthew 5:44).

Psalm 112:6 - "Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in 
everlasting remembrance."

- Psalm 62:6 - "He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defense; I shall not be 
moved."

"everlasting remembrance" - remembered by God - Philippians 4:3 - "...my fellow 
laborers, whose names are in the book of life."

Worry

Psalm 112:7 - "He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the 
LORD."

Targum: "trusting in the Word of the Lord"

This is why worry is a sin. Trying to anticipate things that could go wrong all the time is 
not living in faith. 
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- Ecclesiastes 11:4 - "He who watches the wind will fail to sow, and he who observes 
the clouds will fail to reap."

Worry is evidence of pride:

- 1 Peter 5:6-8 - "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour:"

The "evil report" of the spies did not deter Joshua and Caleb from wanting to enter the 
Promised Land.

But this also applies to "evil" report about yourself, slander and accusation. 

- Romans 8:35 - "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?"

- Isaiah 26:3 - "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee."

In fact:

- Romans 8:28 - "...we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Psalm 112:8 - "His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire 
upon his enemies."

- Psalm 23:4 - "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

- Psalm 91:5 - "You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day"

"until he see his desire upon his enemies" - or until he sees his enemies defeated.

- Exodus 14:30 - "Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore."

Death

Man's greatest fear is death. which will be the last enemy to be vanquished

- 1 Corinthians 15:26 - "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death."

- Hebrews 2:14-15 - "...that through [His own] death he might destroy him that had the 
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power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage."

Psalm 112:9 - "He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness 
endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honor."

Targum: "dispersed his money" as the sower scatters his seed with profusion and plenty

- Galatians 6:9 - "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not."

Psalm 112:10 - "The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, 
and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish."

The Targum has "and shall be angry at him" instead of grieved

"he shall gnash with his teeth" -

- Luke 13:28 - "There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you 
yourselves thrust out."

"the desire of the wicked shall perish" - The wicked shall not have their desire, neither of 
good things for themselves here and hereafter, nor of evil things for the righteous.


