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Psalm 108

This Psalm is, almost word for word, taken out of two of the foregoing Psalms; the first 
five verses out of Psalm 57:7-11 (Psalm 108:1-5), and the rest out of Psalm 60. 

The connection with the Torah reading in Deuteronomy 2 is the reference to Edom. 
Israel is told not to take their land because God gave it to Abraham's seed. In Psalm 
108:9-10 David says "Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe."  This 
reflects Edom and Moab as enemies of Israel rather than as the descendants of 
Abraham through Lot and Esau.

Psalm 108:1 - " O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my 
glory."

"my heart" - leb - is "fixed" - kuwn - prepared, ready, established, certain, confirmed, set 
in the right direction - fixed on God

See Jesus in Luke 9:51 - "When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem."

Rashi -  I shall not hesitate to sing to Him, and I shall not take glory for myself.

Glory goes only to God. In fact, when we take glory, we're stealing it from God:

- Psalm 115:1 - "Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth's sake."

Psalm 108:1 - "Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early."

The Jewish translation has "I shall awaken the dawn."

Rashi - "I awaken the dawn; the dawn does not awaken me" - It is the custom of other 
kings that the dawn awakens them, but I awaken the dawn, for I rise at midnight, when 
the psaltery and the harp awaken me, as our Rabbis said (Ber. 3b): A harp was 
suspended above David’s bed. As soon as midnight arrived, the north wind would blow 
on it and it would play by itself.

Psalm 108:3 - "I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises 
unto thee among the nations."

Psalm 108:4-5 - "For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto 
the clouds. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the 
earth"

Mercy and truth descend from God above the heavens to us on earth. Its fulfillment was 
in Jesus Christ:
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- John 1:17 - "For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ."

Psalm 108:6 - "That thy beloved may be delivered: save with thy right hand, and 
answer me."

The word rendered "beloved," and the verb rendered "may be delivered," are both in the 
plural - the people of God. "Answer me, that thy many beloved ones may be delivered" 
is an urgent prayer.

- Ephesians 1:5-6 - "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved."

He is the beloved Son, we are in Him, and are the beloved body and Bride of Christ.

Right Hand

See Psalm 118:16 - “the right hand of the Lord exalts, the right hand of the Lord does 
valiantly!” This is Christ, who is seen as sitting at God’s right hand:

- Mark 16:19 - “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.”

See also Deuteronomy 33:2 - "from his right hand went a fiery law for them." 

Psalm 108:7 - "God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, 
and mete out the valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is 
the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver"

Rashi - I shall divide the land of my enemies to Israel

Ephraim and Judah are the 12 tribes of Israel. Gilead and Manasseh represent the land 
of Bashan in which half the tribe of Manasseh settled and the territory east of the Jordan 
and the tribes settled there: Ephraim and Judah stand for the tribes west of the Jordan.

Ephraim, as the most powerful tribe and the chief defense of the nation, is compared to 
the warrior’s helmet (the "strength of my head")

"Judah is my lawgiver" - Genesis 49:10 -  “The scepter will not turn away from Judah, 
nor the lawgiver from between his feet.”

Psalm 108:9 - "Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe; over Philistia 
will I triumph."

Moab is compared to the vessel which is brought to the victorious warrior to wash his 
feet in when he returns from battle. The old enemy of God and His people is degraded 
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to do menial service: in other words, it becomes a subject and a vassal.

"over Edom will I cast out my shoe" - 

Similarly, Edom is like the slave to whom the warrior flings his sandals to carry or to 
clean.

But the Targum has: "upon the joint of the neck of the mighty men of Edom I have cast 
my shoe."
Rashi - on Edom I will throw my lock (of imprisonment)

In Ancient Near East warfare, the conquering king would place his foot on the neck of 
the defeated ruler as a sign of total victory.

The subjection of Edom/Adam is analogous to Christ overcoming our flesh, the natural 
man, to be cast off and so we can put on the New Man.

"Philistia, triumph thou because of me" - more probably "Cry victory over 
Philistia" (David defeated Gath and also Gaza, which became submitted to him)

Psalm 108:10 - "Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?"

Petra, the capital of Edom, was famous for its inaccessibility.

See concerning Edom - Obadiah 1:3 - "The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his 
heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?" 

(Obadiah’s prophecy against Edom is one haftarah reading for Deuteronomy 2)

Rashi - in the time of the Messiah, to stretch forth my hand upon Esau in his fortified 
cities?

Who? Only the crucified Christ can enter and defeat the strongholds of our old man 
Adam/Edom, whose heart is full of pride.

Psalm 108:11-12 - "Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? and wilt not thou, O 
God, go forth with our hosts? Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man."

David's prayer comes at a moment of despair. Though God has for the moment seemed 
to have deserted us, He will now give us help, for we trust in Him alone.

"vain is the help of man" - vain = shawv (not the word used in Ecclesiastes) - desolation, 
destruction, waste

"help = yeshuah - salvation, Joshua/Jesus  Human "salvation" brings only destruction
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"man" = adam

Psalm 108:13 - "Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our 
enemies."

The total victory was first proclaimed in Genesis 3:15 where the Seed will "tread down" 
or crush the head of the serpent, and finally revealed in Revelation 19:

- Revelation 19:15 - "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Finally, the Beast and the False Prophet will be "cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone." (Revelation 19:20)

- Hebrews 2:8-9 - "But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man."


