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July 15, 2018 - Lev. 4:1-35 - The Sin Offering
Psalm 74
Haftarah: Ezekiel 18:4-17, 32 

Sin

To understand sin, we have to go all the way back to the Garden of Eden.

Those who are into 'Bible Code' research point out that in the very first word in Genesis 
- Bereishit (In the beginning) each Hebrew letter breaks down as:

Bet-Resh; "Bar" = "Son of"
Aleph = "the first" or God
Shin = "destroy"
Yod = "hand"
Tav = "cross"

The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world

- Revelation 13:8 - "And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

Why was the Lamb slain? 

The Fall

- Genesis 2:9 -- "And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil."

- Genesis 2:16-17 (NET) - "Then the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely 
eat fruit from every tree of the orchard, but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will surely die."

They were not prohibited from eating of the tree of life, which has also been called the 
tree of immortality.

From the Fall, Jesus' death was foretold:

- Genesis 3:15 - "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

God made coverings of skins for Adam and Eve, which points to a blood sacrifice for 
covering:

- Genesis 3:21 - "Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of 
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skins, and clothed them."

- Romans 5:12-14 - "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: For until the law sin 
was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come."

- Romans 5:19 - "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous."

- Psalm 14:2-3 - "The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to 
see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they 
are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one."

The angels at first advised God not to create man. "...But when it came to the 
generation of the Flood, and then to the generation of those who built the Tower of 
Babel, the angels said to God, 'Were not the first angels right? See how great is the 
corruption of mankind.' And God replied (Isaiah 46:4), 'Even to old age I will not 
change, and even to grey hair, I will still be patient.'" [Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 
38b]

God wasn’t waiting for man to get better. The Lamb was slain from the foundation of the 
world, and God would wait for His plan to unfold and for Messiah to come and atone for 
man’s sin.

The Tree of Life

- Sirach 19:19 - "The knowledge of the commandments of the Lord is the doctrine of 
life; and they that do things that please Him shall receive the fruit of the tree of 
immortality."

Similarly,

- Proverbs 3:18 -"(Wisdom) is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is 
every one that retaineth her."

The tree of life reappears in John's Revelation:

- Revelation 2:7 - "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in 
the midst of the paradise of God."

- Revelation 22:2 - "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."
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- Revelation 22:14 - “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the 
right to the Tree Of Life, and may enter by the gates into the city.”

The tree of life is a type of the Cross. The fruit of the Tree of Life is Christ himself. To 
"eat" him is to eat his flesh and drink his blood - as pictured in the afikomen/ Lord's 
Supper i.e. to believe on Him for salvation and sustenance.

“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” is the cry of Adam, Eve and all their 
descendants.

The events in the Garden explain why the sin and trespass offerings and the 
acceptance offerings are necessary.

Christ was "slain before the foundation of the world."

Introduction to The Sin Offering

Summary -
The Sin Offering sacrifice varied according to who committed the sin. If the priest or the 
"congregation of Israel" (interpreted as Israel's Sanhedrin) sinned, then a bull was 
required. A leader of the people had to bring a male goat, while anyone else sacrificed a 
female goat or a lamb. The poor were allowed to bring two turtledoves or two young 
pigeons. The one bringing the offering placed a hand on the animal and then 
slaughtered it. When the priest or the congregation sinned, the blood was sprinkled 
seven times before the veil in the sanctuary, and some of it was placed on the horns of 
the incense altar. The rest of the blood was poured out at the base of the sacrificial altar. 
For others who sinned, the sprinkling of the blood before the veil was omitted. The 
same internal organs that were designated for burning on the altar in the peace offering 
were likewise designated in this sacrifice. The rest of the animal was taken outside of 
the camp to the place where the ashes of the sacrifices were disposed, and there it was 
burned. These disposal procedures were not followed when the sin offering was made 
on behalf of a nonpriestly person (Leviticus 6:24-30 ). In this case, the priest was 
allowed to eat some of the meat.
-- Holman Bible Dictionary

The priest’s eating of his portion of the sin offering showed the people that the sin was 
covered.

A paradox

Leviticus 4:20 - "So the priest shall make atonement (kaphar) for them, and it shall be 
forgiven (calach) them." 

- Hebrews 10:4 - "For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take 
away sins."



Page 4 of 16

Leviticus4_Notes 7/15/18, 4:32 PM

This seems contradictory - what gives?

The daily sacrifices of the sin and trespass offerings "covered over" the sins of people 
each year, as the sin offering on Yom Kippur did for Israel as a nation, until Messiah 
would come. These sacrifices pointed to His single, perfect sacrifice.

- Hebrews 10:10–12 - "...we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands ministering daily and offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man, after He 
had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God." 

Covering over vs. taking away

God told Noah to “cover” (kaporet) the surface of the ark within and without with pitch 
(Genesis 6:14). The cover of the ark in the Tabernacle, the mercy seat, was called 
kaporet (Exodus 25:17).

Jesus became our covering, our propitiation, our "mercy seat"  (Romans 3:25; 1 John 
2:2; 4:10) but He accomplished much more than just covering sin.

The phrase “to take away” sins in Hebrews 10:11 is translated from the Greek root 
periaireo, which conveys the idea of complete removal, not just covering over.

The word for forgiveness in Leviticus 4:20 - salach - means forgiven, pardoned, with 
the idea of being "lifted up."  A rabbi called The Malbim, (1800s, Russia) points out that 
when this word occurs to sacrifices it is always in the passive (venislach: Leviticus 
4:20, 26, 31). "The forgiveness is not direct, as it is in the case of repentance, but 
indirect, a consequence of the sacrifice." i.e. God sees the sacrifice, and therefore, 
because it represents me, I have been forgiven.

Sin and Trespass

The difference between the sin and trespass offering is the sin offering atones for who 
we ARE, our sinful nature. The trespass offering is for what we have DONE, either 
against God or man. 

We'll see, however, that there is a grey area between the two, and elements of each are 
incorporated in both their descriptions. 

The reading this week concerns the Sin Offering

Leviticus 4:1-2 - "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of 
the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of 
them:"
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"through ignorance" - either not knowing the act to be sinful, as appears by comparing 
Leviticus 4:13-14, or not considering it, but falling into sin through the power of some 
sudden temptation, as the Hebrew word signifies.

"through ignorance" = shĕgagah - to err, to wander as if drunk.

Unintentional Sin?

Leviticus 4:2, 13, 22, 27; 5:15, and 18 seem to state that the sin offering was for the 
purpose of atoning only for unintentional sin.

Because our apprehension of Christ is continually expanding, yesterday's unintentional 
sin could be today's intentional sin. In one sense, all sin is to some degree unintentional 
until we have perfect knowledge after this earthly life.

But the dichotomy is not really between intentional and unintentional sin. Many of the 
rabbis insisted that "shĕgagah - ignorance" here means "weakness." 
It is weakness that is contrasted with "high-handed" or "presumptuous" sin. This is 
evident from other scriptures.

The question is, where is your heart?

R. Isaac Arama (Spain, 15th century) says that the difference between an intentional 
and an unintentional sin is that in the former case, both the body and the soul were at 
fault. In the case of an unintentional sin only the body was at fault, not the soul.

The same word shĕgagah is used to describe someone who kills accidentally and can 
flee to a city of refuge, as opposed to cold blooded murderer. (Numbers 35:11)

The confession over every sacrifice was, "I have sinned, I have done perversely, I have 
rebelled, I have committed (naming the sin, trespass, or, in case of a burnt-offering, the 
breach of positive or negative command); but I return in repentance, and let this be for 
my atonement."

A sin of “high-handedness” i.e. "deliberate" sin, is to be punished by the death penalty:

- Numbers 15:30 - "But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born 
in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth (quadaph = blasphemes) the LORD; 
and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Because he hath despised the 
word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; 
his iniquity shall be upon him."

But - sins that are plainly "intentional" are specifically mentioned and commanded to be 
atoned for by blood sacrifice. In Leviticus 6:2, the Torah says that fraud, lying, and 
even theft are to be atoned for by repentance, restitution, and blood sacrifice. Also, 
Leviticus 5:1, still speaking of the sin offering, mentions a failure to rescue an innocent 
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plaintiff with truthful testimony, and 5:4 mentions the violation of rash oaths as forgivable 
under the rules of the sin offering.

David, who was famously guilty of various "intentional" sins - adultery and murder - 
prays for cleansing from sins he is unaware of and for protection from committing sins 
that are presumptuous: 

- Psalm 19:12-13 - "Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults 
(sathar = hidden things). Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous (zed = 
insolent, arrogant) sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and 
I shall be innocent from the great transgression (pesha - rebel, sin or trespass)."

The New Testament references this:

- Hebrews 10:26 - "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised 
Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?"

"despised" = atheteō - set aside, dis-esteem, cast off, 'to act toward anything as though 
it were annulled'

The sin of the “high hand” is talking about “despising” God’s commands in a defiant and 
blasphemous manner.

But even the penalty of execution does not eliminate the possibility of atonement. 
Achan, before he was stoned to death for taking loot from those whom God had placed 
under the ban (Joshua 7), was given a chance to confess and repent. 
-- see 'Light of Messiah' https://buff.ly/2KyXAbZ

This is related to the "Unforgivable Sin" in the New Testament

- Mark 3:28-30: "Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: But he that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: 
Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit."

"blaspheme" = blasphémeó - to slander, to speak abusively to, to "bring down" or "make 
sluggish" someone's reputation. 

The Holy Spirit's role is spelled out by Jesus:

- John 16:8-11 - "And when he is come, he will reprove [convince] the world of sin, and 
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of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged."

To blaspheme the Holy Spirit one must consciously, persistently, deliberately, and 
maliciously reject the testimony of the Spirit to one's own sin and to the deity and saving 
power of Jesus. If a person keeps doing that until death, there is no hope of forgiveness 
and eternal life in heaven, because there is no way to repent. 

The Holy Spirit's work is essential to opening our ears to the preaching of the cross and 
bringing us to repentance. Without repentance we can't receive forgiveness.

- Romans 2:24 - "For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, 
as it is written."

The Greek word blasphémeó is used to in place of many different Hebrew words.

See Isaiah 37:6 - "Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, 
wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me."

"blasphemed" = guadaph - it means to reproach or revile, to wound with words, 
blaspheme

Another example is Ezekiel 22:26 - "Her priests have violated my law, and have 
profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, 
neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid 
their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them."

"profaned" = chalal - from a root "to be pierced through or wounded"

- Isaiah 52:5 - "...my name continually every day is blasphemed.."
"blasphemed" here is na'ats = to despise, abhor, condemn

The Greek term blasphémeó covers all these Hebrew terms for reviling God.

Finally, blasphemy is one of the defining characteristics of the Beast:

John saw it "rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his 
horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy." (Revelation 13:1)

- Revelation 13:16 - "And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven."

Probably, presumptuous 'high handed" sin, the Great Transgression, and the 
unforgivable sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit are all speaking of the same thing. 
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Jesus' sacrifice covers ALL sin and trespass

In a 1521 letter to Philip Melanchthon, Luther wrote:
"Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong [in many translations it says, "sin boldly"], but 
let your trust in Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, 
and the world. We will commit sins while we are here, for this life is not a place where 
justice resides. We, however, says Peter (2 Peter 3:13), are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth where justice will reign."

- Isaiah 1:18 - “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”

- 1 John 1:9 - “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
 

It is all hangs on the attitude of our heart in repentance and faith.

Repentance is Necessary

The inner condition of our heart is what God looks at:

- Hosea 6:6 - "For I desired mercy (checed - loving kindness), and not sacrifice; and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings."

Evil king Manasseh was the son of pretty-good King Hezekiah. His many sins are listed 
in 2 Kings 21.

But 2 Chronicles 33:13 says Manasseh repented and God forgave him!

In Heaven "the angels were blocking the windows so that Manasseh’s prayer would not 
rise in front of the Holy One, Blessed be He.  And the angels were saying before the 
Holy One Blessed be He: ‘Master of the Universe, a person that has worshipped pagan 
worship, and placed an idol in the Temple, You will accept his Tshuva (repentance)?!’  
He said to them:  ‘If I do not accept his repentance, then I am locking the door in the 
face of all repenters.’ God therefore dug a tunnel under the throne of glory to receive 
Manasseh's supplication.
--Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin chapter 10

TO be valid, the sin offering must be an outward depiction of the inward repentance that 
God demands. In fact, it is He that empowers our repentance.

- Lamentations 5:21-22 - "Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; 
renew our days as of old. But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth against 
us."
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Leviticus 4:3 - "If the priest that is anointed do sin (chattah) according to the sin 
(ʼashmâh - trespass, guilt) of the people; then let him bring for his sin (chatta'ath), which 
he hath sinned (chata'), a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin 
offering (chatta'ath)."

"the priest that is anointed" = this is the high priest, according to Targums of Onkelos 
and Jonathan, and the Septuagint.

- Hebrews 7:11 - "If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it 
the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise 
after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after the order of Aaron?"

If even the high priest could sin, then a perfect high priest was needed as well as a 
perfect sacrifice - Christ was both.

"according to the sin of the people" - Septuagint: "so that the people sin"  or the high 
priest causes them to sin

Or, as in Targum of Jonathan: "when he offers the offering of sin for the people, not 
according to its (correct) manner or rite"

Sin offering = chatta'ath - the word can be translated either as either sin or sin offering

Humanity has a problem. 

We need righteousness to be acceptable to God. But we don't have it. What we have is 
sin. God has what we need and don't deserve – righteousness; and we have what God 
hates and rejects – sin. 

What is the answer? 

The answer is Jesus Christ, son of man and Son of God, who died in our place.

His life is exchanged for ours, and ours for His. This is the "good news" of salvation. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:21 - "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him."

- 1 Corinthians 1:30 - "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption"

- Romans 8:1 – "Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus."

“Christ had no sin in him, nor knew any, nor were any committed by him; yet he 
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appeared in the likeness of sinful flesh, took the place of sinners, and was their 
substitute, had all their sins laid upon him, and was by imputation made sin itself, and 
became an offering for it, and so fully answered the type of the sin offering. “
-- Gill's Exposition

Most sacrifices previous to the laws in Leviticus had been burnt offerings or meal or 
peace offerings. But the sin offering aspect had at least been known, hinted at and 
foreshadowed:

- Genesis 4:7 - "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not 
well, (sin / sin offering) lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him."

The Sin Offering Ceremony - Leviticus 4:4-12

Leviticus 4:4 - "And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD..."

"door of the tabernacle of the congregation" - i.e. the entrance of the tent of meeting

The first part of the ceremony is like that for the Burnt-Offering. The disposal of the 
blood is different: the priest dips his finger into the blood, which has been caught in a 
bowl, and sprinkles it seven times before the veil of the sanctuary, i.e. the veil between 
the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place. He then puts some of the blood on the horns of 
the altar of incense with the finger (for each sprinkling and each touching the horns of 
the altar, tradition prescribes a separate dipping of the finger into the bowl), and, going 
outside the tent of meeting and back again to the west side of the altar, pours the rest 
(all the blood, Leviticus 4:7; Leviticus 4:18) at the base of the altar of Burnt-Offering.

Leviticus 4:6 - "And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood 
seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary."

Using the finger of his right hand, according to rabbinical authorities.

"Seven times" -  this detail is only mentioned concerning the priests's sin offering.  
Seven is a number of perfection and completion. It shows that Christ's atonement for sin 
is completely and once for all accomplished. Other sages say it is the "number of the 
covenant" and thus a reminder of it.

"before the veil" - In the Holy Place, over against the veil between the protrusions made 
by the staves of the ark; "the blood shall not touch the vail, but if it touches, it touches it"

- Hebrews 10:16-22 - "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 
And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remission of these is, 
there is no more offering for sin. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 



Page 11 of 16

Leviticus4_Notes 7/15/18, 4:32 PM

holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh And having an high priest over the house of 
God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."

Leviticus 4:7 - "And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of 
sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and 
shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, 
which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation."

The Incense Altar -  Not mentioned in the other descriptions of the sacrifices, this act 
emphasizes Christ's intercession for us. The incense represents the prayers of the 
saints. He "ever lives" to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25), and is our advocate 
with the Father (1 John 2:1).

- Romans 8:34 - "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

“For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5)

"He himself bore the sin of many and interceded for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12)

[At the same time, Satan is constantly accusing us, pointing out our sins and frailties 
before God in our own miinds, just as he did with Job (Job 1:6-12)]

Leviticus 4:12 - "Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a 
clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where 
the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt."

The bullock was to be carried outside the camp, and there burned to ashes. This was a 
sign of the duty of repentance, which is the putting away sin as a detestable thing, 
which our soul hates. "The body of sin must be destroyed" (Romans 6:6).

- Romans 6:6 - "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."

The body of sin is the body of the sin offering.

Outside the Camp

Jesus was crucified on Golgotha, outside the boundaries of Jerusalem.

Spiritually, we must leave behind the past, habit patterns and traditions, leave the place 
of security, acceptability and the religious service of the world - i.e. serving self and its 
idols - and bear the reproach of a gospel that will be uncomfortable, hated and attacked. 
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Attaching ourselves to the "offense of the cross" means risking trouble. But it also allows 
us to display His love to everyone we encounter.

Leviticus 4:13 - 21 - Sin Offering for the People - A Young Bullock

"If the whole people go astray (shagah - wander, swerve as if drunk)

Leviticus 4:22-26 - Sin Offering for a Ruler - A Male Kid of the Goats

Leviticus 4:27 - 35 - Sin Offering for the Common Person - A Female Kid or Female 
Lamb

"Common Person" really a "person of the land (eretz)"

Sweet Savor?

Leviticus 4:31 - "And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away 
from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a 
sweet savor unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it 
shall be forgiven him."

Why is "sweet savor" mentioned here? 

The sin and trespass offerings were generally called non-sweet savor because God is 
not pleased with sin. The division is made clear in Numbers 15. 

There is a slight blurring of distinction between some aspects of the offerings, especially 
in those with less apprehension. Here, the offering is for the common man. Although 
each sacrifice emphasized different aspects of Christ's redeeming work, they all were 
flowing from the One Person who was the perfect sacrifice, so hints of each type linger 
on the others.

One reason the sin offering in Leviticus 4:31 is called a sweet savor is because the fat 
of any offering was a sweet savor. The fat was regarded with as much sacredness as 
the blood (Lev. 3:17; 7:22-27). In the Messianic scriptures, “fat" is not mentioned once, 
but “blood” continues to be mentioned. Fat represented perfection and good health in 
the sacrificial animal. The penalty for anyone eating the “fat” was to “be cut off from his/
her people.” God required the best for the offering simply because it represented a 
sinless Messiah, the best of the Lord, even though the sin offering was not a sweet 
savor because it represented the sin that Messiah would bear. 

From a practical standpoint, the “fat” was a fuel to the fire to consume the sacrifice.

-- https://www.rabdavis.org/tabernacle-sacrifices/
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‘Sins and trespasses’

Sin is who we are, it is our natural state as human beings after the Fall described in 
Genesis 3.

"Sins and trespasses" are what proceed out of that state, they are offenses /acts that we 
think of, and then do or commit. They are also called errors, faults, transgressions, etc.

- Romans 7:15 - "For that which I do I allow (understand) not: for what I would, that do I 
not; but what I hate, that do I."

- Romans 7:17-18 - "Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing"

In Romans 7, Paul is describing the "root principle" of our state of being - sin dwelling in 
us.

But earlier he also mentions the offenses that flow from that:

Speaking of Abraham's faith, Paul says it was "counted unto him as righteousness" 
Then he adds:

- Romans 4:23 - "Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offenses (trespasses), and was 
raised again for our justification."

He also uses King David as an example, quoting a psalm:

- Romans 4:5-8 - "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, 
Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will not impute (logizomai - reckon, lay to ones account) sin."

But the psalm doesn't mention imputing righteousness, only NOT imputing sin.

- Psalm 32:1-2 - "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no guile."

covered = kacah - to cover as with a garment

Not imputing iniquity and imputing righteousness are simultaneously true here. Christ's 
robe of righteousness covers our sin. All this happens "apart from works," i.e. He does 
it, we are powerless and undeserving of His grace.
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- Romans 6:11 - "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

- Philippians 3:9 - "And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith:"

Jesus was born in the flesh as a human being, but without sin, and He kept the Law 
perfectly without trespasses. But greater still - He fulfilled the Law in Himself. That is 
how he could be both our sin offering and trespass offering.

Remember that we come to understand these sacrifices and offerings in reverse order 
of how they are presented in Leviticus. We first encounter Jesus as the trespass offering 
- we need forgiveness for things we've done. Then we realize that we "are" sin, and we 
see Christ as the perfect atonement for our sinful being.

Then we realize we are accepted by God because He sees His Son in us, and we can 
enter the Tabernacle and approach the altar and the holy place to apprehend the burnt 
offering, the meal offering and the peace offering - the sweet savor offerings. 

"All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death." (1 John 5:17)

- James 2:10 - "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all."

"In many things we all offend." (James 3:2)

Seeming contradictions in 1 John and elsewhere about sin become clear when we 
consider the difference between sin and trespass.

- Matthew 26:41 - "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak."

- Psalm 103:12-14 - "As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.  Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them 
that fear him. For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust."

transgressions = pesha - to rebel, sin or trespass - another word for trespasses (used 
elsewhere as 'transgressions and sins') Different from the word 'asham which is used in 
Leviticus for trespass offering, guilt.

removed = rachaq - far, to be distant, remove, repel (David as a type of Messiah speaks 
here of Christ's completely removing our trespasses)

When we commit a trespass because we are being deceived or being stupid or simply 
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through the weakness of our flesh - God actually transforms this to allow us to walk in 
repentance, to draw on His strength when we see our weakness, and to grow and 
mature in Him in grace. Paul confessed that he had not "arrived." Our eyes may not be 
completely open to the truth until we see Him in glory. Hopefully, we are seeing more 
and more clearly and repenting quicker each time we experience a failure of character 
or when we "wander as if drunk."

Paul said he strived to "present every man perfect in Christ Jesus" (Colossians 1:28). 
But he also says...

- Philippians 3:11-12 - "If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if 
that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus."

The implication is that this perfection is only attained at the resurrection. We experience 
His resurrection life now, but only completely at the end of time.

Our real identity is Christ, and we can rest in that knowledge - 
- 1 John 5:18 - "We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is 
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not."

We are born of God, born from above - because He was.

At the same time, we pray:
- Matthew 6:12-13 - "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil..."

trespasses  = opheilēma - debt, fault, offence, 
Luke's version has sin (hamartia) and debts (opheilēma)

- 1 John 1:8-10 - "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us." 

That brings us back to the "high handed" and "presumptuous" sin - the blasphemy of the 
Holy Spirit. To do this intentionally we would have to know and believe who He is 
completely and yet still revile Him.

That seems almost impossible, but an example of this is shown in Revelation:

- Revelation 16:8 - "And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power 
was given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, 
and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they 
repented not to give him glory."

These have gone from being deceived by Satan to becoming his co-conspirators.
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This should indeed put the fear of God into us - but the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom. And that wisdom will bring us back to resting on His atoning blood, and the 
certainty of forgiveness through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross as both the sin offering 
and the trespass offering.


