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November 4, 2018 - Lev. 22:17–33 - Unblemished Offerings
Torah Reading: Leviticus 22:17–33 - Unblemished Offerings
Psalm 86
Haftarah: Isaiah 56:7-11 + 57:15-19

 
No Blemished Sacrifices

Leviticus 22:17-20 - "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, and 
to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them, Whatsoever he be of 
the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, that will offer his oblation for all his 
vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which they will offer unto the LORD for a burnt 
offering; Ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish, of the beeves, of the 
sheep, or of the goats. But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall 
not be acceptable for you."

"at your own will" -  freely, of your own volition, not constrained or from a duty

"without blemish" - nothing lacking or extraneous, broken, sick or damaged

"not be acceptable for you" - it will not appease God, nor make you acceptable before 
Him

Every vow is a freewill offering, but every freewill offering is not a vow. The vow makes it 
incumbent on the person to provide an animal for sacrifice.  If it is blemished or lost, he 
must replace it. A freewill offering  means the animal itself is consecrated to God. If it 
turns out to be blemished, the person is not responsible to replace it.

Bullocks, sheep, and goats, were the only sorts of beasts, out of which sacrifices were 
taken, and those that were for burnt offerings were always to be males, and 
unblemished, (see Leviticus 1:3); but for other offerings, such as peace offerings and sin 
offerings, females might be used, (see Leviticus 3:1). Fowls are not mentioned, though 
burnt offerings were of them, because it was not required in them, only of beasts, that 
they should be males, and without blemish; for, as Jarchi observes, these were not 
rejected on account of a blemish, only for want of a member. - Gill's Exposition

Leviticus 22:21 - "And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD 
to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be 
accepted; there shall be no blemish therein."

Israel later neglected this commandment, as Malachi shows:

Malachi 1:11 - 14 - "For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the 
heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.
12 - "But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the 
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fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible.
13 - Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the 
LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye 
brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD.
14 - But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and 
sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, 
and my name is dreadful among the heathen."

The rabbis listed more than 50 possible blemishes of a sacrifice.

Why was this so important?

Christ, the perfect sacrifice, would be without blemish.

1 Peter 1:18-20 - "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot, Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you"

1 Peter 2:22-24 - "Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth"

The listing of blemishes and imperfections prohibited in a sacrifice show us the different 
areas of life that Christ's unblemished sacrifice covers:

Leviticus 22:22 - 24 - "Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or 
scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them 
upon the altar unto the LORD. Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing superfluous 
or lacking in his parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall 
not be accepted. Ye shall not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or 
broken, or cut; neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your land."

The sacrifice had to be unblemished not only in visible areas obvious to view, but in 
"inward parts" hidden within: wherefore the Jewish writers say if it had but one kidney, or 
the spleen was consumed, it was unfit for the altar.

But, in the act of being sacrificed, the animal was cut open, butchered and its parts 
divided and set on the altar. It became nothing BUT blemished and damaged - unto 
death.

Seemingly a paradox:

Although pure and without sin, Christ was bruised, crushed, broken and cut on our 
behalf. In fact his body and spirit bore all possible blemishes and defects, He appeared 
as one stricken with leprosy, and the "wounds, bruises and putrifying sores" of Isaiah 1 
He bore on the cross.



Page 3 of 6

Leviticus22_Sacrifices_Notes 11/4/18, 4:38 PM

The spiritual lesson is that Christ's perfect sacrifice covers every imperfection of our life, 
walk, thought and inner emotion or desire. The atonement was complete. If we take 
back part of our life by guilt, worry or trying to "fix" ourselves, we are saying Christ was 
blemished and inadequate sacrifice in some way, and denying the finishedness of the 
Cross.

Leviticus 22:25 - "Neither from a stranger's hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of 
any of these; because their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in them: they shall 
not be accepted for you."

The mention of Gentiles is made because, in fact, Gentiles actually were allowed to 
bring animals as burnt offerings to God, but not as peace offerings, meat offerings, sin 
offerings or trespass offerings. Thus the prohibition against blemished offerings applied 
to them too. When a Gentile brings a peace offering, the priests offer it as a burnt 
offering, "though he be an idolater," because "the heart of the Gentile is towards 
heaven." (Maimonides in Hilchot Maaseh Hakorbanot, c. 3. sect. 2, 3.)

A Gentile Burnt Offering?

This is remarkable! Although not able to share in the peace offering - in which God, 
priest and offerer share the same sustenance - an idolator's burnt offering is accepted 
for what it is,  a gesture, perhaps a first stirring of faith, even if he had not given up his 
idolatry. This is the mercy and long-suffering of God. And perhaps a hint of Pentecost 
and of what He said in Malachi  1:11 above - "my name shall be great among the 
Gentiles"

Rashi - That is why Scripture states earlier in this passage (verse 18 above), ׁשיִא ׁשיִא , 
“Any man whatsoever,” [where this double expression comes] to include non-Jews. 
[Temurah 2b]

From the Eighth Day - Seven Days Under its Mother

Leviticus 22:26-28 - "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, When a bullock, or a 
sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under the dam; and from 
the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD. And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her young both in one day."

The prohibition was meant to cultivate in Israel the quality of mercy, according to 
Nachmanides.

Hence the Targum of Jonathan says, "and my people, the children of Israel, as our 
Father is merciful in heaven, so be ye merciful on earth: A bullock, or a sheep... etc."

The Midrash agrees:

Said Rabbi Berechiah ben Levi: It is written (Proverbs 12:10) - "The righteous man 
regardeth the life of his beast, but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." "The 
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righteous man regardeth the life of his beast" - refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
since it is written in His Torah: "When a bullock... is brought forth, then it shall be seven 
days under the dam." "the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." - refers to te wicked 
Haman, as it is written (Esther 3): "To utterly destroy, to slay and to cause to perish..." - 
(Vayikra Rabba 27:11)

Perhaps another meaning of this law is that the animal should realize a distinct 
existence in becoming less dependent on its mother, and able to provide for its own 
needs.

Also, under seven days old, the animal is extremely weak, and unfit for human food, 
and hence must not be offered as "the food of God," as sacrifices are called (See 
Leviticus 22:25). For the same reason children could not be circumcised before the 
eighth day from their birth (See Exodus 22:29). Because the text here says that the 
newly born animal is to be with the mother seven days, it was enacted that if the mother 
died before the seven days (in which case it could not be with the dam seven days), it 
was for ever disqualified for a sacrifice. - Ellicott's Commentary

This inculcated a lesson of humanity or tenderness to the mother, as well as secured 
the sacrifices from all appearance of unfeeling cruelty. - Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible 
Commentary

Christ and His Eighth Day

"from the eighth day" - So that a Sabbath might pass over it, nothing being perfect and 
consistent without it, that giving, as they say perfection and consistence to all the things 
of the world; and as the heavens and the earth being perfected in seven days, a 
creature which lives so long seems to be, as it were, perfect and whole. - (R. Abraham 
Seba in his commentary on the Pentateuch, Tzerer Hammor, "A Bundle of Myrrh" fol. 
104. 2.)

But also that Christ was not destined to be sacrificed by Herod, who hunted him in his 
infancy while still dependent on his mother, but only when He had acquired manhood, 
severed those maternal ties, and developed his own distinct developed personality.

Matthew 12:50 - "For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother."

Thus He had separated from his mother. This meant, from the viewpoint of our readings 
in Leviticus, that Jesus was now ready to be offered as a sacrifice. He was at the end of 
his seventh day, and entering into his "eighth day."

Leviticus 22:29 - "And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, 
offer it at your own will."

Rashi - According to Tosafoth, if he did not intend to slaughter, but only to sever the 
organs, or if he thought that it was an ordinary animal, and did not realize that it was to 
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be slaughtered as a holy sacrifice], then [even though the animal is fit to be eaten as 
ordinary non-consecrated meat, nevertheless,] regarding being slaughtered as a holy 
sacrifice, it is deemed unfit.

Sacrifice has to be intentional. Christ, as both High Priest and sacrifice, understood this:

- John 10:17-18 - "Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of 
my Father."

Leviticus 22:30 - "On the same day it shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none of it until 
the morrow: I am the LORD."

Reminds us of the Manna, which if kept in store overnight it "bred worms, and 
stank" (Exodus 16:20)

God want us to live with Him in the "now." Yesterday's sacrifices and blessings are 
gone.

Leviticus 22:31-33 - "Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am 
the LORD. Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the 
children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you, That brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD."

A Deeper Meaning of Sacrifice and  Free Will Offering

Rashi - [It teaches us:] Surrender your life [and do not transgress God’s 
commandments], and [thus] sanctify My Name. Now, one might think [that this 
commandment applies even] in private [i.e., if he is not in the presence of ten or more 
Jews]. Scripture, therefore, says here “[I shall be sanctified] amidst the children of 
Israel” [i.e., one is obliged to sacrifice one’s life to avoid transgressing God’s 
commandments only in the presence of ten or more Jews]. And when one sacrifices 
oneself, one shall do so with the willingness to die, anyone who [submits to] sacrifice 
himself while assuming [that God will surely perform] a miracle [for him and save his 
life], for this person, God does not perform a miracle, for so we find in [the case of] 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, that [when the evil Nebuchadnezzar threatened to 
throw them into a fiery furnace], they did not submit themselves on the condition [that 
God would perform] a miracle, as Scripture says, “[Behold, there is our God Whom we 
worship; He can save us from the burning, fiery furnace and from your hands, O king!] 
But if not, let it be known to you, O king [that we will not worship your god, neither will 
we prostrate ourselves to the golden image that you have set up]!” (Daniel 3:17-18). 
[We see here that whatever the outcome,] whether [God would] rescue [them] or not- 
[they declared, regardless] “Let it be known to you, O king [that we will not prostrate 
ourselves…]!” - [Torath Kohanim 22:137]

Think of Isaac bound on Mount Moriah in this respect, or more importantly, Christ facing 
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the Cross.

An 'Intentional sacrifice" means to set your face toward Jerusalem

Luke 9:51 - "And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received 
up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem"

He knew He would be rejected and be killed.

Luke 18:31 - "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered 
unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And 
they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again."

He plainly told them this was the meaning of discipleship:

Luke 9:23-24 - "And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it."

For us, it means to set our faces like flint to die to this world's value system, and to lay 
our lives down for others in need.


