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Judges 13:2-10, 24

This passage is the Haftarah for Numbers 6 relating to the Nazarite Vow, and recounts 
the birth of Samson, a Nazarite from birth.

Samson, like Samuel and John the Baptist - all Nazarites from birth - walked in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the wonders of God were displayed in their lives in unique 
ways.

All three were born by barren women through a miraculous birth.

Special, Wondrous, Secret, Hidden

Judges 13:18-19 - "And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Why askest thou thus 
after my name, seeing it is secret (pil'iy)? So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, 
and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously (pala'); and 
Manoah and his wife looked on."

The Hebrew word used for “special” in Numbers 6:2 is the word “ אלפי ” – “yafli” which 
comes from the Hebrew root word “ אלפ ” – “palah” and can mean great, difficult, 
wonderful, marvelous, hidden, or separate.

Numbers 6:1-2 - "Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel 
and say to them, ‘When a man or woman makes a special (palah) vow, the vow of a 
Nazirite, to dedicate himself to the LORD,…"

In Genesis 18:13-14 the LORD responded to Sarah’s laughter with the question, "Is 
anything too difficult for the LORD?" which in Hebrew is “ רבד הוהימ אלפיה ” – 
“ha’yipaleh me’Adonai davar” and is literally translated “Is anything too wonderful for the 
LORD?”  The ability and power of the LORD is characterized by something great, by 
something separate, by something wonderful.

“palah” is also used in Isaiah's prophesy of Messiah - "For a child will be born to us, a 
son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name 
will be called Wonderful (palah) Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace." – Isaiah 9:6

Manoach said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that when your words 
come to pass, we may honor you?” But the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you 
ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” – Judges 13:17-18

"wonderful" is a version of the Hebrew word “palah” - “special,” “hidden,” or “too 
wonderful to be spoken.”

So Manoach took the young goat with the grain offering and offered it on the rock to the 
LORD, and He performed wonders (palah) while Manoach and his wife looked on. For it 
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came about when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the angel of the 
LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoach and his wife saw this, they fell 
on their faces to the ground. – Num. 13:19-20

Nazarite vs. Nazarene

Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth, so He was called a Nazarene. The word may or 
may  not be related to the term Nazarite.

Guarded

The town of Nazareth is probably rooted in "neser," which can mean "to watch" or 
"keep;"  the original idea was probably “watch[-tower]” or “sentinel/guard”.

The etymology of Nazareth could point to this prophecy of the Servant Messiah in 
Isaiah:

Isaiah 42:6 - "I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep (natsar - guard, keep) thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for 
a light of the Gentiles"

In the same way He will restore the "guarded ones" of Israel

Isaiah 49:6 - "And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved (natsir) of Israel: I will also give thee 
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."

In this understanding, Nazareth was the place of concealment for Jesus, "guarded" and 
hidden until his time had come for ministry.

A Term of Contempt

The Gospel of Mark and most places in Luke and Acts, in the original Greek, they never 
refer to "Jesus of Nazareth," but describe Jesus as a Nazarene (Ναζαρηνέ).

In Matthew 2:23, the author is explaining why Jesus was taken to Nazareth:

Matthew 2:23 - "And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene."

Jesus call himself a Nazarene to Paul in Acts 22:8

in Acts 24:5, where Jesus is accused of being a ringleader of the "sect of Nazarenes." 
The early Christians were called Nazarenes in scorn. The term was also contained in 
the title placed on the cross.
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John 19:19 - "And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS." The Greek text says "Jesus the 
Nazarene."

What was the prophecy "spoken by the prophets" referred to in Matthew 2:23?

A Jewish saying complained that "no good thing" could come out of Nazareth. "He shall 
be called a Nazarene" would refer to statement that Messiah would be despised and 
rejected of men (Psalm 69:9-10; Isaiah 53:3).

When Philip said to Nathanael (John 1:47)," We have found Jesus of Nazareth, of 
whom Moses spake," Nathanael answered, "Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?" And when Nicodemus seemed to favor him, the rest of the council said to 
him, "Search and look, for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet" (John 7:52).

The Branch

In the Talmud and other Jewish writings Jesus is sometimes referred to with a scornful 
epithet - "Ben Netzer" - meaning the Nazarene.

But "netzer" is also a word used for Messiah - 

Isaiah 11:1 - "and there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
(netser) shall grow out of his roots"

Nazareth was located in Lower Galilee, in the territory of the tribe of Zebulon. But it is 
never mentioned either in the Old Testament or in Josephus. Nazareth was also called 
Natzareth, or simply Netzer.

The same thought is expressed in Jeremiah 23:5; Jeremiah 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 
Zechariah 6:12, though there the Hebrew word for Branch is Zemach, and not Netzer. 

The sound of the original would be either "He whom the prophet called the 'Netser' 
dwells at 'Netser'" or "He who is called 'Notsri' (my protector) dwells at 'Natsaret'" (the 
protectress).

Crown

Others see Nazareth derived from "nezer" - crown, making Nazareth mean "situated on 
the crown of a hill." This opens a connection with both the Nazarite and the anointed 
king and high priest, because nezer can mean either "crown" or "consecration," or the 
state of being a Nazarite.

John the Baptist represented the Nazarite consecration that consists in separation from 
the world. The life of Christ manifested the higher form of consecration which is found in 
being in the world but not of it, mingling with the men and women who compose it, in 
order to purify and save.
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Jesus pointed to the Nazarite Vow

Nazareth was one of six towns where those who had taken the Nazarite vow would 
travel to for study in Torah.

Some of Jesus' statements point to the consecration of the Nazarite. For instance, at 
the Lord's Supper:

Luke 22:17 - "And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves: For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come."

Then later on the cross:

Mark 15:23 - "And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it 
not."

Some think Jesus in this was fulfilling part of the Nazarite consecration concerning 
abstention from wine, and as the High Priest who was forbidden wine while ministering 
in the Tabernacle - 

Luke 24:27 - "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the scriptures the things concerning himself."


