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Jesus and the Ten Commandments

Since we’ve been reading about the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, it’s important to 
review what Jesus and the New Testament writers said about it.

After God spoke the Ten Commandments to the people, they were afraid.

Exodus 20:20 - "And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove 
you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not."

"that you may not sin." - This is a prophetic statement looking toward Christ's fulfillment 
of the Law, because what the Law initially does is to CAUSE us to realize we’re sinning. 
It defines sin.

By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin

Hearing the Law clearly causes us to come to repentance.

It makes plain Paul's statement in Romans 3:

Romans 3: 10-18 - "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison 
of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are 
swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace 
have they not known:vThere is no fear of God before their eyes."

The Law convicts us, but doesn't offer a way out on its own:

Romans 3:20 - "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."

Romans 4:15 - "For the law brings wrath, because where there is no law there is no 
transgression either."

But the Law has been given to the Jews, as a representation of humanity, and thus:

Romans 3:23 - "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"

In fact, Jesus pushed the Law beyond behavior, touching our innermost thoughts and 
feelings:

Matthew 5:27-28 - "You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell 
you that anyone who looks at a woman to lust after her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart."
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So then, how does the giving of the Law help us “not to sin?”

The Answer

Romans 3:21-26 - "But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."

Romans 3:28 - "Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law."

Romans 3:31 - "Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law."

Reckoned as Righteousness - Abraham

Read all of Romans 4

The Law is necessary to  convict us of sin and lead us to repentance.

A New Covenant

Because of Christ, a new covenant has been introduced:

The Law of Faith, or the Law of Christ - Jesus summarized the heart of the Ten 
Commandments, focusing on love.

Matthew 22: 37-40 - "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." (quoting 
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18)

Jeremiah 31:31-33 - "Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
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husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more."

Ezekiel 11:19-20 - "And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; 
and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That 
they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall 
be my people, and I will be their God."

Ezekiel 36:25-28 - "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye 
shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will 
be your God."

Should we ever put our eyes back on ourselves and leave the mercy seat, we run into 
the Law, which hurries us back to repentance:

Ezekiel 36:31 - "Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were 
not good, and shall loath yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your 
abominations."

So, we understand God’s commandments, we want to obey them, but we find we can’t. 

 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” - 1 John 1:9

Romans 8:1-4 - "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, [who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit]. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."

Romans 10:4 - "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes"

Galatians 3:24 - "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ."
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