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Isaiah 61:6 – 62:5

Other Haftarah: Hosea 14:3-9 (10)
Joel 2:26-27

The Isaiah haftarah pairs the Exodus 29 description of the sanctification of Aaron and 
the priests with Isaiah's declaration, "ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD."

Just before the haftarah reading begins is the passage Christ read at the synagogue in 
Nazareth. (See Luke 4:14-21) - "This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears"

Isaiah 61:6 - But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the 
Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye 
boast yourselves.

A correlation between the High Priest's garments and phrases in this haftarah:

(previously vs. 3 - the oil of joy - Aaron anointed as High Priest)
61:3 - ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD - Aaron and his sons’ ordination
61:10 - he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation - the mantle
61:10 - he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness - the ephod
61:10 - as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels. - the breastplate of jewels and the Urim and Thummim
61:11 - as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that 
are sown in it to spring forth - the pomegranates on the hem of the priests' garment, and 
possibly Aaron’s rod that budded
62:1 - a lamp that burneth or "a bright burning that consumes" - the Shekinah glory
62:3 - a crown of glory and a diadem - the golden plate inscribed with "holiness to the 
Lord"

Hosea 14:3-9 (10)

Key verses: 14:5-7 - "I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast 
forth his roots as Lebanon." Relating to Psalm 133:2-3, in which the anointing of Aaron 
is compared to the dew upon Mt. Hermon located on the border with Lebanon.

"It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and 
as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion"

Joel 2:26-27

Possibly understood here is a preceding verse concerning the priests:
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Joel 2:17 - "Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the 
people, Where is their God?"

Concluding with an upbeat promise, if there is repentance:

Joel 2:26-27 - "And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 
LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be 
ashamed. And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD 
your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed."


