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Isaiah 56:7-11 + 57:15-19

This haftarah focuses on the hint in Leviticus 22:25 about a Gentile burnt offering being 
accepted.

When a Gentile brings a peace offering, the priests offer it as a burnt offering, "though 
he be an idolater," because "the heart of the Gentile is towards heaven." (Maimonides in 
Hilchot Maaseh Hakorbanot, c. 3. sect. 2, 3.)

Isaiah 56:6 - "Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve 
him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the 
sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant"

"keepeth the Sabbath" - For us now this means to see that Christ kept the Sabbath rest 
perfectly in the tomb, and now we "labor to enter into the rest"

The Sabbath, like Wisdom, is personified as feminine in the language of the synagogue. 
The coming of the Sabbath was perceived as a wedding:

Rabbi Ḥanina would wrap himself in his garment and stand at nightfall on Shabbat eve, 
and say: Come and we will go out to greet Shabbat the queen. Rabbi Yannai put on his 
garment on Shabbat eve and said: Enter, O bride. Enter, O bride.   (Babylonian Talmud, 
Sabbath 119a)

The idea is to embrace and become one with that rest.

- Hebrews 4:11 - "Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after 
the same example of unbelief."

Isaiah 56:7 - "Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine 
altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people."

Solomon pointed to believing Gentiles in his prayer for the newly consecrated Temple:

- 1 Kings 8:41-43 - “Also concerning the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel, 
when he comes from a far country for Your name’s sake (for they will hear of Your great 
name and Your mighty hand, and of Your outstretched arm); when he comes and prays 
toward this house, hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which 
the foreigner calls to You, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your 
name, to fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this house 
which I have built is called by Your name."

Some Gentiles would be priests and Levites:

Compare Isaiah 66:19-21 - "So they will proclaim My glory among the nations. And they 
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will bring all your brothers from all the nations as a gift to the LORD on horses and 
chariots and wagons, on mules and camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” says the 
LORD, “just as the Israelites bring an offering in a clean vessel to the house of the 
LORD. And I will select some of them as priests and Levites,” says the LORD."

The rabbis interpreted this as referring to the gifts brought to the King Messiah in his 
days. (Midrash Tillim apud Yalkut in Psal. lxxxvii. 4.)

It is saying the Gospel would be proclaimed throughout the world, and the Gentiles - 
preaching the gospel of Christ - would bring the diaspora Jews back into God's kingdom 
through conversion by their ministry.

Jesus pushed this even further:
- John 4:23 - "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him."

And Paul also alluded to the Isaiah 66 passage:

- Romans 15:16 - "That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost."

'A House of Prayer for All People'

The Jews apply this to the time when the son of David, the Messiah, shall come 
(Babylonian Talmud, Megillah, fol. 18. 1.)

- Matthew 21:13 - "And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house 
of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves."

Isaiah 56:8 - "The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I 
gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him."

The Targum renders it, "the scattered of Israel"

Rashi - I will yet gather: of the heathens who will convert and join them.

Aben Ezra - "yet, will I gather proselytes to the gathered of Israel"

Jesus says, probably referring to this verse in Isaiah:
- John 10:16 - "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd."

Isaiah 56:9 - "All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest."

Rashi - "All the beasts of the field": The beast of the field is not as strong as the beast of 
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the forest. [Yet] All the proselytes of the nations come and draw near to Me, and you 
shall devour all the beasts in the forest, the mighty of the heathens, the mighty of the 
nations, who hardened their heart and refrained from converting.

"Devouring" may point to the days of Messiah with the Kingdom of God displacing 
heathen kingdoms. The picture is of more "civilized" animals taking over the "wild" 
areas.

But this verse marks a change - no longer describing the Messianic Kingdom, but a new 
section describing Israel's sins that brought on the Babylonian invasion.

The previous verse could also be interpreted:
All the wild beasts of the field and the forest are invited to come and devour the 
unprotected flock.

Isaiah 56:10-12 - "His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy 
dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: 
they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say 
they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be 
as this day, and much more abundant."

Watchmen/ watch dogs (Israel's spiritual shepherds) who should warn about Israel's 
sins are blind, only concerned with self, self-indulgent

Rashi -  like a lookout appointed to see the approaching army, to warn the people, but 
he is blind, unable to see whether the army is coming, and dumb, unable to warn the 
people, like a dog that was appointed to guard the house, but he is dumb, unable to 
bark. Similarly, the leaders of Israel do not warn them to repent to do good.

From 56:10 through 57:14 is a description of the "blemishes" on Israel - idolatry, lack of 
faith, adultery, whoredom, pride, self-seeking and hardness of heart.

Then it's back to describing God's holiness, forgiveness and healing

Isaiah 57:15 - "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones."

"contrite" = dakka' - crushed down to small dust, destroyed

"humble" = shaphal - depressed, literally or figuratively, humble, low, base, cast down

The crushed and the humble live with Him in the high and holy place, where they are 
revived and healed!
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Isaiah 57:16-18 - "For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made. For the iniquity of his 
covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on 
frowardly in the way of his heart. I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him 
also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners."

Rashi- "when a spirit from before Me humbles itself, and souls [which] I have made." 
When the spirit of man, which is from before Me, humbles itself, confesses and humbles 
itself because of its betrayal.

Isaiah 57:19 - “I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to 
him that is near, saith the LORD; and I will heal him.”

“Fruit of the lips” in biblical language means praise and thanksgiving. Here God says 
that he "creates" thanksgiving in us through His salvation and healing.

Rashi -  I create for him a new manner of speech. 

- Hebrews 13:15 - "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."

"peace" = shalom - the absence of inner or outward strife and “againstness,” peace, 
concord, contentment, safety, wholeness, integrity, health and prosperity are included.

"Peace to him that is far off and to him that is near" - the Gentiles are far away, the Jews 
are near. But also near and far in relation to God, on different ends of any spectrum - 
age, race, language, abilities.

Rashi - Both are equal; he who is aged and was accustomed to My Torah and My 
worship from his youth, and he who drew near now, just recently to repent of his evil 
way. Said the Lord, “I will heal him of his malady and of his sins.”

Ephesians 2:17 - "And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh."

To preach peace or shalom is to point to salvation through Christ. When Jesus said "I 
Am the Way" He meant He is the way to peace, to eternal shalom.

"I will heal him" = rapha' - to mend, repair, restore to health


