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Isaiah 54:2-9, 17

This is perhaps a counterpoint to the verse in Deuteronomy 12:20 - "When the LORD 
thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath promised thee..."

They didn't follow God's warnings about idolatry, and eventually were sent into exile. 
Now they receive another promise:

Isaiah 54:2 - "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; For thou 
shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the 
Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited."

Targum: "multiply the people of thy camp, and strengthen the governors."

A similar passage in Isaiah 49:19-22 promises a repopulation of the Promised Land but 
looks further to the days of Messiah when Gentiles will be included.

Isaiah 54:4 - "widowhood" here should be "abandonment."

Isaiah 54:5 - "For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy 
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called."

These words are applied by the Jews to the times of the Messiah, as are many in this 
chapter (Shemot Rabba, sect. 15. fol. 102. 4.)

Isaiah 54:6 - "For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, 
and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God."

Or "called for thee" to renew the relationship, although it had been marred by her 
infidelity.

Although Zion is temporarily estranged from Yahweh, she is yet a “wife of youth” holding 
a permanent place in her husband’s affections.

Isaiah 54:7 - "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I 
gather thee." 

"small moment" = a blink of an eye

Isaiah 54:8 - "In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer."

"everlasting kindness" - olam chesed - eternal mercy

Like the promise after the flood, (Genesis 9:8-17) with the rainbow as an archer 
pointing away from the earth, God promised not to destroy he earth with a flood again.
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Similarly He would never remove His "covenant of peace" from Israel. The Jews refer 
this prophecy to the times of Messiah (Babylonians Talmud, Sanhedrin, fol. 99. 1.).

God's chastening is a response to a situation in time, but His love is rooted outside of 
time.

Isaiah 54:17 — “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the 
servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.”

Because God is in control, and he created the humans who make the weapons, the 
metal used in their creation, and the intention of the enemy who tries to attack Israel, 
God is in the position to promise that nothing will happen to us that is not in his will. The 
weapons will never ultimately succeed in destroying Israel, and accusations will never 
succeed in convicting us. Because our righteousness is of or from Him.

- Romans 8:33 - "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth."


