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Isaiah 40:1–26

This is the haftarah for Deuteronomy 5 in the annual cycle of torah readings. It is also 
part of he Seven of Consolation read after the Fast of Ab.

The main connection is verse 8 - "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever."

Deuteronomy 5 commands Israel to “observe to do” God's commandments, without 
turning to the right or the left. His word is eternal and immovable.

Isaiah 40 promises comfort to a repentant Israel as they return from exile.

Isaiah 40:3 - "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."

This is John the Baptist, saying "repent!" (Matthew 3:3) 

- Matthew 11:13-14 - "For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you 
are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come."  (Malachi 3:1, 4:5)

- Matthew 5:17-19 - "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I 
have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For I tell you truly, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not a single jot, not a stroke of a pen, will disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. So then, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do likewise will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever practices and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven"

The laws and commandments of God accomplished their purposes in the life of Jesus, 
his death on the cross and his resurrection.

Isaiah 40:6 - “The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field”

“the goodliness thereof” is better translated “the promises,” i.e. of flesh/humankind. 
Man’s promises are unreliable and fade. But God’s promise is established.

Isaiah 40:8 - "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall 
stand for ever."

Compare with Jesus words:

- Luke 21:33 - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass 
away." (also Matthew 24:35)
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- Isaiah 51:6 - "Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for 
the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, 
and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, 
and my righteousness shall not be abolished."

His word, His salvation, His righteousness are eternal and "shall not be abolished."

That is our hope!

Isaiah 40:13-14 - “Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor 
hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him 
in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of 
understanding?”

Paul quotes this passage:

- Romans 11:33-34 - “O, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable His judgments, and untraceable His ways! Who has known the mind 
of the Lord? Or who has been His counselor?”

The contrast with Idols

Isaiah 40:18-20 - "To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare 
unto him? The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over 
with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation 
chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a 
graven image, that shall not be moved."

We are so impoverished that we seek out idols created by others, those “more cunning” 
- society, our ancestors, the culture. We worship and fear them as gods, and confer 
deity on them, even though they are imposed on us by others.

Isaiah 40:26 - “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, 
that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of 
his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.”

Compare to Genesis 15:5 - “And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be.”


