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Ezekiel 44:30 – 45:8

This is the haftarah reading for Deuteronomy 26 concerning the First Fruit Offering

Ezekiel 44:30 - "And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of 
every sort of your oblations, shall be the priest's: ye shall also give unto the priest the 
first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in thine house."

Ezekiel 44:31 - "The priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead of itself, or torn, 
whether it be fowl or beast."

Ezekiel 45:1 - "Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot the land for inheritance, ye shall 
offer an oblation unto the LORD, an holy portion of the land: the length shall be the 
length of five and twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth shall be ten thousand. This 
shall be holy in all the borders thereof round about."

The passage goes on to picture the ideal Temple and the portions for the priests and 
Levites. Also, there will be different allotments for the tribes:

Rashi - Now the portions are equal and they are like rows in a vineyard, from the 
western side to the eastern side

The dimensions of the ideal future Temple are different from those of the Tabernacle 
and Solomon's Temple. 

This points to Revelation 21 in which the angel measures the new Jerusalem with a 
gold reed:

- Revelation 21:15 - "The angel who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to 
measure the city and its gates and its walls. "

Ezekiel 45:2 - "Of this there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in length, with five 
hundred in breadth, square round about; and fifty cubits round about for the suburbs 
thereof."

Rashi - From this offering, there shall be for the needs of the Sanctuary: five hundred 
rods for the Temple Mount and the rest shall be for houses for the priests, as is 
delineated at the end of the Book.

Ezekiel 45:8 - "In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes shall no 
more oppress my people; and the rest of the land shall they give to the house of Israel 
according to their tribes."

"oppress" = yanah - oppress, maltreat, thrust out 

The Jewish translation has "My princes shall no longer defraud My people"
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Rashi - an expression for monetary fraud; they take away their inheritance forcibly for 
they rob their inherited property

The First Fruit Offering can only be brought when we have conquered, settled and 
enjoyed the fruit of the Promised Land. In the New Jerusalem no one will be able to 
defraud us or keep us from our proper spiritual inheritance.


