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November 24, 2019 - Deut. 5:1 – 6:3 - Reminder of the Covenant
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 5:1 – 6:3 - Reminder of the Covenant
Psalm 113-115
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:1–26, possibly Isaiah 61:6 – 62:4

Moses Restates the Ten Commandments

Deuteronomy 5:1 - "And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, 
the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, 
and keep, and do them. The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The 
LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us 
here alive this day."

"our fathers" =  the Patriarchs . i.e. this was a different covenant than the one with Noah 
or with Abraham.

The covenant was made not with the particular individuals who were then alive, but 
rather with the nation as an organic whole. The wilderness generation had died, many 
of the new generation were hearing the covenant for the first time. But te covenant was 
made with Israel as a nation.

Recall that the covenant was "cut" - sealed with the blood of a sacrifice.

- Exodus 24:3 - "When Moses came and told the people all the words and ordinances 
of the LORD, they all responded with one voice: "All the words that the LORD has 
spoken, we will do."

- Exodus 24:6-8 - "Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half 
he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the 
people, who replied, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 
So Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

- Hebrews 12:18-29 -

18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, 
nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard 
intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast 
touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake)
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22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Deuteronomy 5:4 - "The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the 
midst of the fire, (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word 
of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) 
saying,"

Targum: "I stood Between the Word of the Lord and you..."

Deuteronomy 4:12 specifically says that Israel saw no form; you only heard a voice. 
The term "face to face" does not mean "literal face to literal face," but is a Hebraic figure 
of speech meaning "intimate, free, unhindered communication" and "in person."

All the people heard the Ten Commandments directly from God's voice. Still, they could 
not endure it, and so Moses stood in as a mediator.

Deuteronomy 5:6-7 - "I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods before me."

Rashi - "before me" - “side by side with me.”  i.e., wherever I am, and that is the entire 
world. Another explanation: As long as I exist [i.e., forever] (Mechilta). 

Would it not have been more appropriate for God to say, “I am the Lord . . . who created 
the heavens and the earth”? But God the creator is the God that Israel shares with the 
rest of creation. At Sinai, God did not speak to us as the author of nature, but as the 
executor of the miraculous Exodus. For at Sinai we forged a covenant with God. - The 
Chassidic Masters

Idolatry Forbidden

Deuteronomy 5:8-10 - "Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 
beneath the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the 
LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me, And shewing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments."

Rashi - As the Targum [Onkelos paraphrases: when the sons continue to sin following 
their fathers, i.e.], when they cling to their fathers’ deeds. — [from Sanh. 27b]
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Ezekiel 18:2 seems to rescind this.

Deuteronomy 5:11 - "Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain."

Spiritually, to ascribe God's name to our own plans and idols.

The Sabbath

Deuteronomy 5:12-14 - "Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God 
hath commanded thee. Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh 
day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine 
ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant 
and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou."

Deuteronomy 5:15 - "And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and 
that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath 
day."

"you were a slave in the land of Egypt" in which no rest was allowed.

Rashi notes that Exodus 20 adds "Remember the Sabbath day. Why is this left out 
here?  The explanation is: Both of them (“Remember” and “Keep”) were spoken 
simultaneously as one word and were heard simultaneously. (Mechilta 20:8)

- Mark 2:27-28 - "Then Jesus told them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

Jesus fulfilled the Sabbath by keeping it perfectly in the grave.

Deuteronomy 5:16 - "Honor thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath 
commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in 
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee."

There are three partners in [creating] man: God, his father and his mother. When a man 
honors his father and his mother, God says: “I consider it though I had dwelt among 
them and they had honored Me.” (Talmud, Kiddushin 30b)

The first tablet of the Law contains mitzvot that are “between man and God,” while the 
commandments on the second tablet govern the relationship “between man and man.” 
This means that as the fifth commandment, “Honor your father and your mother,” 
belongs to the category of “between man and God”



Page 4 of 7

Deuteronomy5_Notes 11/23/19, 1:00 PM

Murder and the Image of God

Deuteronomy 5:17 - "Thou shalt not kill."

The Jewish translation of “kill”  is "murder" and that is the obvious meaning.

This is the first commandment listed on the second tablet. It corresponds to "I am the 
Lord thy God" on the first. The Torah is telling us that one who sheds blood, it is as if he 
has reduced the image of the King (because man is created in the image of God - 
Genesis 9:6).

The Jewish translation puts all these together in verse 17: "You shall not murder. And 
you shall not commit adultery. And you shall not steal. And you shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor."

No Coveting

Deuteronomy 5:21 - "Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thou 
covet thy neighbor's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or 
his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbor's."

For thy neighbor's wife, "desire" = chamad - delight in, desire, lust after

It is the same word used to describe idols in Isaiah 44:9 - "They that make a graven 
image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things (chamad) shall not profit"

A different word is used for coveting the rest of the things in the list.

"covet" = 'avah - desire, lust, long for, wish for

Both words mean generally the same thing - desire, whether good or bad -  but a 
different word was used to make desire for your neighbor's wife distinctive from desiring 
the others. It is also placed first here, unlike in the list in Exodus. It gives higher status to 
women and wives, separating her from other property, unlike the original list in Exodus. 
As Israel approaches the Promised Land, certain values and concerns become more 
distinct and are clarified for settled life in the land.

This verse is probably what Jesus was referring to:

- Matthew 5:27-28 - "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

Covetousness is the root of every other sin and conflict (James 4:2), and is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5)

- Luke 12:15-21 - "Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth 
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not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."

Words from the Fire

Deuteronomy 5:22 - "These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered 
them unto me."

"added no more" - one midrashic interpretation is that God's voice did not repeat, or it 
produced no echo:

An echo is created when a sound meets with a substance which resists it: instead of 
absorbing its waves, the substance repels them, bouncing them back to the void. But 
the voice of the Ten Commandments permeated every object in the universe. So any 
“resistance” we may possibly meet in implementing the Torah is superficial and 
temporary. Ultimately, the essence of every created being is consistent with, and wholly 
receptive of, the goodness and perfection that its Creator desires of it. - The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

The fire, and the thunderings and lightnings etc. were duplicated on the Day of 
Pentecost, which marked the day of the giving of the Law on Sinai. Tongues of fire sat 
on the heads of the disciples, combined with the sound of a mighty rushing wind. The 
sound of the trumpet may correspond to the speaking in tongues, which being 
interpreted or understood is compared to a trumpet (1 Corinthians14:8).

Deuteronomy 5:26 - "For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living 
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?"

Moses heard the voice of God issuing from the burning bush, but the bush was not 
consumed (Exodus 3:2), so that was a vision of mystical fire. The fire on Sinai was real 
and terrifying.

A New Heart

Deuteronomy 5:29 - "O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, 
and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their 
children for ever!"

This desire of God's was answered in Christ, kept and fulfilled all the commandments. 
His heart is in us through faith.

A new heart is part of the New Covenant:

Jeremiah 31:31-34 - “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 
make pa new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when qI took them by the hand to 
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bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, rthough I was their 
husband, declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it ton their hearts. uAnd I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer 
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 
they shall all know me, wfrom the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

See also Ezekiel 11:19 and Ezekiel 36:26

Observe to Do

Deuteronomy 5:31-32 - "But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto 
thee all the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt 
teach them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to possess it. Ye shall 
observe (shamar) to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left."

"observe" = shamar - guard, keep watch over, treasure, preserve, protect, from "to 
hedge about as with thorns"

Same word as in Genesis 2:15 - "And the LORD God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep (shamar) it."

As well as Genesis 3:24 - "So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep 
(shamar) the way of the tree of life."

i.e. be sure to do everything needed to help it continue to flourish, as well as guard 
against any contamination, impurity or misuse.

Same word used for keeping God's covenant with Abraham:

- Genesis 17:9 - "And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep (shamar) my covenant 
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations."

Conclusion

Moses insists that to hear and to hen make sure to do and carry out or "walk in" his 
commands, with no deviation, will insure long life in the land.

Deuteronomy 6:1-3 continues this summing up.

"...that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of 
thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey."

The NET version makes "land that floweth with milk and honey" contingent on Israel's 
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obedience. i.e. it will only be such a land if you are submitted to God.

If we stop listening to God, we leave the “good ground” and return to the cursed ground 
of Adam, with weeds and thorns springing up and choking out the seed, as in the 
parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23).


