
Page 1 of 7

Deuteronomy30_Notes 5/10/20, 3:31 PM

May 10, 2020 - Deut. 30:1-20 - Repentance and Restoration
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 30:1-20 - Repentance and Restoration
Psalm 145
Haftarah: Isaiah 48:14-22 + 49:27

Deuteronomy 30:1-3 - "And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon 
thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them 
to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt 
return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command 
thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; That then 
the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will 
return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered 
thee."

Rashi - Our Rabbis learned from [the simple conjugation of the (reflexive) verb which 
alludes to God Himself returning], that the Shechinah resides among Israel, as it were, 
in all the misery of their exile, and when the Jews are redeemed [from their exile], God 
writes [in Scripture an expression of] redemption for Himself [to allude to the fact that He 
has also been redeemed, as it were,] so that He Himself returns along with Israel’s 
exiles (Meg. 29a). 

Targum: "his Word shall receive with good will your repentance"

Maimonides (Hilchot Melachim, c. 11. sect. 1) understands this passage of their present 
captivity, and deliverance from it by the Messiah.

Jeremiah describes this as a sort of reversal of all the curses:

- Jeremiah 30:18-19 - “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will bring back the captivity of 
Jacob’s tents, And have mercy on his dwelling places; The city shall be built upon its 
own mound, And the palace shall remain according to its own plan. And out of them 
shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply 
them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small."

Deuteronomy 30:4-5 - "If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, 
from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: And 
the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou 
shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers."

"uttermost parts of heaven" = bikeseh hashimayim - ha = the  so "the heavens" 
indicates the sky rather than Heaven.

- Nehemiah 1:9 - "But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; 
though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather 
them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name 
there."
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The Targum of Jonathan is, "from thence will he bring you near by the hands of the King 
Messiah."

Jesus applies this to God's "elect":

- Matthew 24:29-31 - "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he 
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

"from one end of heaven to the other" is the Greek Septuagint translation of 
Deuteronomy 30:4 - "uttermost parts of heaven" 

- Mark 13:27 adds "from the uttermost part of the earth"

Spiritual Circumcision

Deuteronomy 30:6 - "And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart 
of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live."

He told them before they needed to do his;

- Deuteronomy 10:16 - "Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and stiffen your necks no 
more."

Now God says He will do it Himself.

- Jeremiah 32:39-40 - "And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear 
me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them: And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me."

Rabbi Jacob ben Asher, also known as Ba'al ha-Turim, an influential Medieval rabbinic 
authority, says this verse concerns the times of the Messiah.

The Tables Turned

Deuteronomy 30:7 - "And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine 
enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee."

- Revelation 16:1 - "And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven 
angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth."
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- Zephaniah 3:8 - "Therefore wait for Me," declares the LORD, "until the day I rise to 
testify. For My decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon 
them My indignation, all My burning anger. For all the earth will be consumed by the fire 
of My jealousy."

Lots of 'Turning'

Throughout these verses Israel is implored to turn or "shub" - to turn back to God, but 
God is also said to "turn" back to Israel.

This mutual turning is perfectly pictured in Jesus' parable of the Prodigal Son, in which 
the father runs toward his son even as the repentant son is about to reach home (Luke 
15:11-32).

Final Blessing

Deuteronomy 30:8-9 - "And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do 
all his commandments which I command thee this day. And the LORD thy God will 
make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit 
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over 
thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers:

Repentance is the Requirement

Deuteronomy 30:10 - "If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to 
keep his commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, and 
if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul."

God is Near

Deuteronomy 30:11 - "For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not 
hidden from thee, neither is it far off."

"hidden" = pala' - something singular, wondrous, difficult, extraordinary

The NET gives a good translation of these verses:

Deuteronomy 30:12-14 NET- "It is not in heaven, as though one must say, 'Who will go 
up to heaven to get it for us and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?' And it is not 
across the sea, as though one must say, 'Who will cross over to the other side of the 
sea and get it for us and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?' For the thing is very near 
you - it is in your mouth and in your mind (leb- heart) so that you can do it."

The Law is simple and accessible for man, but impossible to perform. The seeming 
ease of the commandment, and yet its real impossibility to the natural man, form part of 
the qualifications of the Law to be our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.
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Targum: "Neither is the law beyond the great sea, that thou shouldest say, Oh that we 
had one like Jonah the prophet who could descend into the depths of the sea and bring 
it to us!"

Many of the rabbis understood this verse and indeed the whole chapter to refer to 
repentance, which was always at hand and nearby.

Paul applies this to the Gospel:

- Romans 10:5-10 - "For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That 
the man which doeth those things shall live by them. But the righteousness which is of 
faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that 
is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to 
bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

i.e. Christ has already come down from heaven to become one of us, and descended 
into the deep - the grave - (or as in the Deuteronomy passage, "beyond the sea" which 
in Jonah's case included a passage into the abyss and the belly of the "great fish" and 
was a type of Christ's three days in the grave:

- Matthew 12:40 - “for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.”

And then He rose again, and ascended to heaven, where he "ever lives to make 
intercession for us" and thereby has secured salvation for all who believe.

Deuteronomy 30:15 - "See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death 
and evil"

This passage is repeating and condensing the theme of these chapters - the blessings 
and curses, life and death, good and evil depending on whether they hear and obey.

Blessings:

Deuteronomy 30:16 - "In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, 
that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land 
whither thou goest to possess it."

Curses:

Deuteronomy 30:17-18 - "But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but 
shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this 
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day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, 
whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it."

It is hearing mixed with faith that invokes the blessings and salvation. Good works follow

- Galatians 3:21-22 - "Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if 
there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should 
have been by the law. But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise 
by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe."

- John 5:24 - "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life."

The Call to ‘Choose Life!’

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 - "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both 
thou and thy seed may live: That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou 
mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the 
length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."

Joshua delivers a similar charge to Israel just before his death, in Joshua 24.

He is Thy Life

Look again at Deuteronomy 30:20 - "That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and 
that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, 
and the length of thy days"

Although the King James Version has "he is thy life,” the Jewish translation has "For 
that is your life."

The Talmud interprets the words “for that [or, he] is thy life, and the length of thy days” 
intuitively as referring not to God but to the Torah, which they saw as the metonymic 
representative of the Almighty. For the Jews, God and the Torah were one.

This is reflective of Jesus as the embodiment of the Law. He is the Word of God 
personified.

I will put my law [Torah] within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33). This is fulfilled by "Christ in you, 
the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).

Jesus is “the Word” who “became flesh” (John 1:14). The Rabbis also referred to the 
Torah as the "bread of life" and "truth." Jesus applied these terms to Himself. Some 
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Jewish teachers taught that God first created the Torah, then used it as a tool in creating 
the cosmos. John applied this to Jesus:  "Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made" (John 1:3).

Choosing Life

"therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live" - The rabbis explain that 
the first use of "life" refers to this world, and the second word "live" refers to the life to 
come.

"Life" is analogous to "love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, 
and that thou mayest cleave unto him." He IS life, as Jesus declared, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:25-26).

And later, "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life" (John 14:6).

Why do heaven and earth make good witnesses?

Rashi - "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you" - The Holy One, Blessed 
is He, said to Israel, “Look at the heavens which I created to serve you. Have they ever 
changed their ways? Has the sphere of the sun ever failed to rise from the east to 
illuminate the entire world, as it is stated, ‘The sun rises, and the sun sets’ (Ecc. 1:5)? 
Look at the earth which I created to serve you. Has it ever changed its ways? Have you 
ever sown [in] it that it did not grow? Or have you ever sown wheat and it yielded 
barley? Now, they [heaven and earth] were created with neither reward nor loss in mind-
for if they are meritorious [by fulfilling their purpose for which I created them], they 
nevertheless do not receive reward [for this]; and if they sin, they are not punished. And 
yet [even with this lack of incentive], they have never changed their ways! So you, who 
will receive reward if you are meritorious and who will be punished if you sin-how much 
more so [should you fulfill My will]!”- [Sifrei 32:1]

Rashi - It is like a man who says to his son, “Choose for yourself a fine portion of my 
estate,” and then directs him to the best portion, saying to him, “This [is the portion 
which] you should choose for yourself!” And regarding this, the verse says,“The Lord is 
my allotted portion and my cup; You guide my destiny” (Ps. 16:5). [The last clause, ָהּתַא  

יִלָרֹוּג ְיִמֹוּת , literally means “You laid upon my lot.” That is to say:] “You laid my hand 
upon the good lot, saying, ‘Take this for yourself!’”

God’s Sovereignty and Human Will

Although God has our destiny in His hands, and His sovereign will prevails, from our 
human perspective we are presented with an opportunity to say "amen," to His will, or 
follow our own. And we have a responsibility to choose God, and to choose life, and the 
good that is presented to us. 

We see throughout the Bible humans exercising their own wills, but having it play out 
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within the plan of God.

"But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive" (Genesis 50:20).

"A man may plot out his course, but it is the Lord who directs his steps" (Proverbs 
16:9).

"Many designs are in a man's mind, but it is the Lord's plan that is 
accomplished" (Proverbs 19:21).

God is sometimes shown seeming to overrule human will, like in the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart in the Exodus. Paul discounts the objection that this makes God unjust, 
but doesn’t give us the explanation we want (Romans 11).

Jesus calls His disciples by saying, “Follow me!”  He challenges the rich young ruler to 
sell what he has and give it to the poor. He tells each of us to “pick up your cross and 
follow me.”

The human dilemma is that "when I would do good, evil is present with me" (Romans 
7:21). 

The solution -  God gives us the faith to go to the cross and believe, but He does not 
force us. He wants us to transform our will into His. He gave us a will so we could lay it 
at His feet.


