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November 3, 2019 - Deut. 2:31 – 3:22 - Defeat of Sihon and Og
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 2:31 – 3:22 - Defeat of Sihon and Og
Psalm 109
Haftarah:  Joshua 10:12-21, Habakkuk 3:11, Amos 2:9

Sihon, Og and the Rules of Warfare

Again, Moses continues his discourse to the new generation, telling of the events of the 
Exodus up to that present time.

Deuteronomy 2:31-33 - "And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have begun to give 
Sihon and his land before thee: begin to possess, that thou mayest inherit his land. 
Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz. And the LORD 
our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people."

Rashi - “I have begun to deliver… before you”: God forced down the guardian angel of 
the Amorites from above, beneath Moses’ feet, and made him tread upon his neck.

Deuteronomy 2:34-35 - And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the 
men, and the women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain: Only the 
cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we took."

This was the cherem - the 'ban" in which everything was "devoted" to God. It consisted 
of the devotion to the deity, by destruction, of the captives and spoil. (Though here the 
cattle were retained, not destroyed)

This was the common way of war in the Ancient Near East. In war the full process was 
the slaughter of the conquered population and their cattle, the burning of combustible 
spoil, and the oblation of the rest to the sanctuary.  Mesha, a Moabite king circa 840 
B.C., (Moabite Stone, 14–17) records that having taken Nebo from Israel he slew the 
whole population, for he ‘had devoted it to Ashtar-Chemosh’; the same verb as used in 
the Hebrew.

This command is repeated later in Deuteronomy:

Deuteronomy 20:10-18 - '“When you approach a city to fight against it, you shall offer it 
terms of peace. If it agrees to make peace with you and opens to you, then all the 
people who are found in it shall become your forced labor and shall serve you. 
However, if it does not make peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall 
besiege it. When the LORD your God gives it into your hand, you shall strike all the men 
in it with the edge of the sword. Only the women and the children and the animals and 
all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as booty for yourself; and you shall use 
the spoil of your enemies which the LORD your God has given you. Thus you shall do 
to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations 
nearby. Only in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes. But you shall utterly 
destroy them, the Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite and the Perizzite, the Hivite 
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and the Jebusite, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that they may not 
teach you to do according to all their detestable things which they have done for their 
gods, so that you would sin against the LORD your God."

Sihon was an Amorite, whose iniquity was now "full" (Genesis 15:16) and was one of 
the tribes God had placed under the cherem. Sihon's kingdom, though, did not form part 
of the land of Canaan, which God had promised to the patriarchs for their descendants.

The difference here was Moses first gave Sihon the chance to allow Israel passage. The 
unwillingness of Sihon is described as the effect of his being hardened by God Himself, 
as with Pharaoh. 

The Ethics of War

The rabbis puzzled over this. Wasn't offering Sihon a way out going against God's 
express command to utterly destroy the Amorites? No. They cited Psalm 34:15 - 
"Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it."

Midrash Tanhuma on Hukkat - "If the opportunity for observing (God's precepts) comes 
your way, you are obliged to perform them. But you are not obliged to pursue them. In 
the case of peace, however, it is different. 'Seek peace' in your own place; 'pursue it' in 
another place. Israel did likewise."

By the time of the prophet Amos apparently the ethics of war had changed. He 
condemns as inhumane the selling into captivity of a whole population (Amos 1:6), the 
lack of "pity" (Amos 1:11), killing pregnant women (Amos 1:13) and the desecration of 
the dead (Amos 2:1). 

We should also recall that Paul interprets these events as relating to spiritual warfare 
and the inner kingdom that Jesus spoke about:

- 1 Corinthians 10:11 - "Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they 
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come."

- Romans 15:4 - "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

- Ephesians 6:12 - "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places."

Also, Jesus Himself says that some of the Torah laws did not reflect God's ultimate will. 
Some were contingent on circumstances. The Law was only truly revealed in Christ as 
He fulfilled it.

- Matthew 19:8 - "He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so." (See 
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Deuteronomy 24)

Note: Many of the laws we will study seem extremely harsh to us. A lot of the ways 
Israel was told by God to do things - especially in Deuteronomy - was "because of the 
hardness of their hearts" - with God nudging and pulling the common practices of 
ancient society toward mercy and kindness and away from brutality, through the times 
of the prophets until Jesus came. Circumcision, the sign of the covenant, was really 
pointing to a "circumcision" of the heart. Jesus is the full revelation of this - forgiving 
enemies, turning the other cheek, doing good to those who "despitefully use you." Our 
current societal norms by which we judge these Torah laws have been mostly formed or 
influenced by Christian ideals over the centuries.

The Defeat of Og, King of Bashan

See Numbers 21:32-33

Deuteronomy 3:1-2 - "Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the 
king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. And the 
LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and all his people, and his land, 
into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt at Heshbon."

Deuteronomy 3:11 - "For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants 
(Rephaim); behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbath of the 
children of Ammon? Nine cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, 
after the cubit of a man."

Og was an Amorite but was said also to be the last survivor of the giant Rephaim. His 
bed (actually his sarcophogus), described as “iron” because of its red color, was really 
made of basalt stone and was more than 13 feet long and six feet wide (Deuteronomy 
3:11). It can still be seen in the Ammonite city of Rabbah. The area around Bashan  
contains hundreds of megalithic stone tombs (dolmen) dating from the 5th to 3rd 
millennia B.C. The only other concentration of these megaliths in the area are to be 
found in the hills of Judah in the vicinity of Hebron, where the giant sons of Anak were 
said to have lived (Numbers 13:33). Possibly the large stones added to the belief they 
could only have been constructed by giants.

Folk Tales about Og

Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 54b: 
“Og was so large that he sought the destruction of the Israelites by uprooting a 
mountain that would have crushed the entire Israelite encampment. The Lord caused a 
swarm of ants to dig away the center of the mountain, which was resting on Og's head. 
The mountain then fell onto Og's shoulders. As Og attempted to lift the mountain off 
himself, the Lord caused Og's teeth to lengthen outward, becoming embedded into the 
mountain that was now surrounding his head. Moses, fulfilling the LORD's injunction not 
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to fear him, seized a stick of ten cubits length, and jumped a similar vertical distance, 
succeeding in striking Og in the ankle. Og fell down and died upon hitting the ground.”

(See https://www.mayimachronim.com/the-giant-og-king-of-bashan/)

After the defeat of Sihon and Og, Reuben and Gad inherited Heshbon and other parts 
of Transjordan, and the sons of Machir of the half-tribe of Mannaseh captured Gilead 
from the Amorites there.

A Command to Joshua

Deuteronomy 3:21-22 - "And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes 
have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the 
LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest. Ye shall not fear them: for the 
LORD your God he shall fight for you."

The peculiar form of the sentence in Hebrew, “Thine eyes are they that see,” may also 
serve to remind us that though the Law was given by Moses, no eye saw its full breadth 
and grasp until it came into the hand of Jesus, the antitype of Joshua. - Gill's Exposition

- Matthew 5:17-20 - “…Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill…”


