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Daniel 2:24-49
The King's Dream and its Interpretation

Daniel 2:24-25 - "Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to
destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; 'Destroy not the wise
men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and | will shew unto the king the
interpretation.' Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus
unto him, 'l have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the
king the interpretation."

He is hastily ushered into the court before Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel 2:27-28 - "Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret
which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the
soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets,
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy
dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;"

Daniel emphasizes the powerlessness of the magicians and soothsayers but asks the
king to spare their lives. To execute them for failing to something that was impossible for
them to do would be unjust. At the same time he credits "God in heaven" as the only
one who could reveal these secrets - one true God as opposed to many gods and idols.

Importantly, Daniel says God reveals in the dream "what shall be in the latter days."
The Dream

Daniel 2:29-30 - "As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed,
what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to
thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any
wisdom that | have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the
interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart."

"for their sakes" - Who is he referring to? Possibly his companions and all the other
Judean captives.

The Image

Daniel 2:31 - "Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image,
whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible."

It becomes clear that this image is a giant statue or idol. It was dazzling and majestic
but also terrible.

Daniel 2:32-33 - "This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver,
his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay."
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The metals decrease in value but increase in strength - until he gets to the toes of iron
mixed with clay.

Daniel 2:34-35 - "Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote
the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away,
that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth."

The whole statue is destroyed by the stone striking its feet. Then the stone becomes a
mountain that fills the whole earth.

Interpretation
On ne level the statue represents the succession of world-ruling empires.

Daniel 2:36-38 - "This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the
king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell,
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold."

Daniel emphasizes to Nebuchadnezzar that "the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom" and not from his own strength.

Daniel 2:39 - "And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth."

The silver represented Medo-Persia, corresponding to the breast and two arms. Silver
was used to pay taxes during its rule.

The belly and thighs of brass stood for the Greek/Macedonian empire of Alexander the
Great, whose troop used brass armor.

Iron represented Rome, with its government by two consuls and corresponding to the
two legs. (Possibly the later eastern and western empire are also reflected in the two
legs).

Daniel 2:40-41 - "And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it
break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters'
clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength
of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay."

"the kingdom shall be divided" - peleg - divided, but can also mean "confused" as in:
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- Psalm 55:9 - “Destroy, O Lord, and divide (peleg) their tongues: for | have seen
violence and strife in the city."

Daniel 2:42-43 - "And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay."

"partly broken" = sabar - broken, be maimed, be crippled

"they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men" - better as a reflexive: "the seed of
men will mix themselves"

(NET) "And in that you saw iron mixed with wet clay, so people will be mixed with one
another without adhering to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay."

Rome conquered or made peace with barbarian tribes, enlisted them as mercenaries,
and tried to incorporate them into the empire. But they would eventually rebel. Also,
Rome built their whole society around depending on an increasing number of foreign
slaves.

Pliny the Elder lamented, "By conquering we are conquered; we are servants to
foreigners!"

The conquered people groups eventually took over. The Thracian Maximinus Thrax
(235 to 238 A.D.) was the first emperor of the Roman Empire who came from a
barbarian background. In 476, Odoacer became the first barbarian King of Italy, while
the eastern empire continued in Constantinople.

Christ's Kingdom

Daniel 2:44-45 - "And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold;
the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure."

"in the days of these kings" - presumably the time of the Romans.

Jesus is the Stone

The Messiah is described as a stone.
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- Psalm 118:22 - "The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner."

- Isaiah 8:14 - "And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem."

- Matthew 21:42-44 - "Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the
Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder."

- 1 Peter 2:7 - "Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Sion a
chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the
corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at
the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.”

- Isaiah 28:16 - "Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, | lay in Zion for a
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste."

- Zechariah 3:9 - "For behold the stone that | have laid before Joshua; upon one stone
shall be seven eyes: behold, | will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts,
and | will remove the iniquity of that land in one day."

The stone cut without hands is the Messiah. Jesus referred this image to Himself, and
the rabbis considered that it referred to the days of Messiah.

R. Simeon Ben Jochai interprets this stone, cut out of the mountain without hands, to be
the same with him who in Genesis 49:24, is called the Shepherd and Stone of Israel
(Zohar in Gen. fol. 86. 2)

- Genesis 49:24 - "But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were
made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd,
the stone of Israel:)"

The Midrash Bemidbar Rabba, sect. 13. fol. 209. 4 interprets the stone as the King
Messiah.

Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Terumah 6:2 -

Why was it likened to iron and clay? Just as iron is hard, so is this wicked kingdom hard.
And why is it like clay? Because the Holy One is going to break it like clay, as stated (in
Is. 30:14): HE SHALL BREAK IT AS APOTTER'S VESSEL IS BROKEN.... Now <
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Daniel > had seen the Messianic King, as stated (in Dan. 2:34): YOU LOOKED ON
UNTIL A STONE WAS CUT OUT WITHOUT THE USE OF HANDS.... Resh Laqish
said: This <stone> is the Messianic King. (Ibid., cont.:) THEN IT STRUCK THE STATUE
ON ITS FEET, <i.e., struck> all the kingdoms, which were set in the statue. Now by
virtue of what is the Messianic King likened to a stone (even)? By virtue of Jacob, < of
whom > it is stated (in Gen. 49:24): FROM THERE <COMES> THE SHEPHERD, THE
ROCK (even) OF ISRAEL (Dan. 2:45:) < BECAUSE YOU SAW> THAT A ROCK (even)
WAS CUT FROM THE MOUNTAIN, so that it consumes the whole world, as stated (in
Is. 11:4): AND HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD OF HIS MOUTH. In that
hour Israel shall dwell in tranquillity and security, as stated (in Ezek. 28:26:) AND THEY
SHALL DWELL ON IT (their own soil) IN SECURITY.

Midrash Tanchuma, Terumah 7:4 -

He (Daniel) saw the coming of the Messiah (in his vision), as Daniel said: Thou sawest
till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon its feet that
were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces (Dan. 2:34). R. Simeon the son of
Lakish contended: This verse refers to the Messiah. Smote the image alludes to all the
kingdoms that serve idols. Why is the rule of the Messiah likened to stone? It is likened
to stone because of the Torah in which Israel labors, as it is said: The two tables of the
testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God (Exod. 31:18). Another
explanation as to why it is likened to a stone. It is because of the merit of Jacob,
concerning whom it is written: From thence, from the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel
(Gen. 49:24). Another explanation: He is likened to stone because it destroyed a heart
of stone, as it is written: And | will remove the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them a heart of flesh (Ezek. 36:21).

Once the stone hits the feet of the statue, the whole thing is destroyed. All human power
and glory of mankind is shown to be nothing when Christ's kingdom arrives.

On a Deeper Level: The Statue is an Idol that Represents Natural Man

The meaning of the metals - gold, silver, brass and iron - are found in scripture.

Gold is equivalent to glory. It is "incorruptible," and does not tarnish. The Ark where
God dwelled with Israel was overlayed within and without with gold.

Silver represents redemption. In Exodus 30:11-16, each Israelite male gave a half-
shekel of silver as a ransom for his life. This "atonement money" was used to create the
silver sockets that formed the foundation for the Tabernacle, separating it from the
earth.

Brass is judgment, as shown by the altar being made of brass, where sacrifices for sin
were burned. The Law only opens our eyes to our sin and that we deserve judgment.

Iron symbolizes strength and harshness. Iron chariots were a weapon that Israel
feared (Judges 1:19). A "yoke of iron" (Deuteronomy 28:48) symbolizes hard
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servitude, and Egypt is described as a "furnace of iron" (Deuteronomy 4:20)
representing severe hardship. Ruling with a "rod of iron" (Psalms 2:9) or an "iron
scepter" (Revelation 2:27) signifies unbreakable authority and judgment.

The building of the first temple required no iron tools to be heard at the site, as the
stones were dressed at the quarry (1 Kings 6:7). This emphasized the hand of God in
the process rather than man's strength.

Clay is used to create weak vessels that are easily broken. Adam was created from the
clay. And the feet of Nebuchadnezzar's idol of mixed clay and iron are positioned on the
earth, which is cursed (Genesis 3:17).

Natural man, both personally and in his systems of government and rule, strive for glory,
which is only reserved for God. We act "like a nation that does what is right and does
not reject the law of their God" (Isaiah 58:2) when in fact we are rebellious and selfish.
We try to cover our sin by means of false redemptions - works, accusations of others,
distractions of self-seeking, instead of running to the cross to be covered by the blood of
Christ.

Finally, our prideful and seemingly sturdy position in flawed, mixed with weakness from
our touching the cursed earth/clay/Adam/Self.

Realized and To Come; Already and Not Yet

In the Gospels, the coming of the kingdom of God is pictured like the coming of the
spring season - there are early indications of its arrival. First the almond tree blossoms,

much later other plants and seeds begin to grow, turn green and bloom.

- Matthew 10:7 - "And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand/
near."

The kingdom first arrived with Jesus' incarnation. He could tell the people that "the
kingdom of God is within you/among you" - now - because He IS the kingdom.

- Matthew 12:28 - "But if | cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God
is come unto you."

Right now, Jesus reigns within us, in our hearts. He is our Lord, freeing us from the
reign of sin. He has authority over spiritual beings like the demons. But His kingdom will
only be fully consummated at the end of time.

On the cross, Jesus cried "It is finished!" But in fact there was much more to come.

Pentecost
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After the cross and Jesus' resurrection and ascension, at the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost, the kingdom took on a new dimension.

In the dream, when the stone strikes the statue, Daniel uses threshing floor images: The
kingdoms “became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried
them away.”

On Pentecost, the disciples were gathered in the Temple, which was built on a threshing
floor.

- 2 Chronicles 3:1 - “Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in
Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David. This
was the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.”

When the Spirit was poured out in the Temple, it was sudden, not gradual.

- Malachi 3:1 - “Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of
hosts.”

The threshing floor analogy was on full display. A sound like a mighty rushing wind was
heard, representing the threshing wind that separated the chaff from the seed. Fire
appeared over the heads of the disciples, representing the chaff of their old identities
being burned away.

Symbolically at this point the world’s kingdoms and authorities were beginning to give
way to the Kingdom of God. This was where the stone symbolically struck the feet of
Nebuchadnezzar’s statue.

After Pentecost, Paul could say we believers have now been brought into Christ’s
kingdom already:

- Colossians 1:13-14 - "He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins."

We’'re really in two places at once - living our lives in this world, and seated with Him in
the heavens.

- Ephesians 2:6-7 - “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages He might display the
surpassing riches of His grace, demonstrated by His kindness to us in Christ Jesus...”

- Philippians 3:20-21 - "But our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, / who, by the power that enables Him to subject all
things to Himself, will transform our lowly bodies to be like His glorious body."
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But currently we see all the other competing kingdoms and authorities are still
operating, not yet put under Him. But appearances are not reality.

- Hebrews 2:8-9 - “Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he
put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see
not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man.”

Paul tells us to obey and pray for those in authority and the governments we live under
(Romans 13). Like Nebuchadnezzar, they are fulfilling a God-given role. But Paul also
points out their eventual demise, because they are always influenced by fallen human
nature as well as dark spiritual forces.

Human government can benefit believers - as Cyrus equipped the Jews to return from
exile to rebuild the Temple - or persecute the faithful like Roman emperors and other
tyrants have throughout history, reflected in the antichrist, and the Beast in Revelation.

- Ephesians 6:12 - "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this world's darkness, and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms."

David's Kingdom Promise

The promise of an everlasting kihngdom was made to David.

The Prophet Nathan talks about David's son Solomon building the Temple, and warns
there is the possibility he will "commit iniquity," as Solomon surely did. Then he tells

David,

- 2 Samuel 7:16 - "And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever
before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever."

It is also reflected in Psalm 89:3-4 - "l have made a covenant with my chosen, | have
sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will | establish for ever, and build up thy throne
to all generations. Selah....

...along with the warning about sin:

- Psalm 89:30-32 - "If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; If they
break my statutes, and keep not my commandments; Then will | visit their transgression
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes."

And indeed, we've seen that Solomon and the kings of both Judah and Israel were
mostly rebellious and evil.
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The same story in Chronicles says this "for ever" kingdom will not only be David's but
God's - the Kingdom of God.

- 1 Chronicles 17:13-14 - "| will be his father, and he shall be my son: and | will not take
my mercy away from him, as | took it from him that was before thee: But | will settle him
in mine house and in my kingdom for ever: and his throne shall be established for
evermore."

God says it is "my house and my kingdom for ever" and the warning about Solomon and
other descendants committing iniquity is dropped - God is now talking about the
Messiah, who will be His son as well as David's and will be without sin.

Psalm 132 in the Psalms of Ascent states this same promise, but with a positive spin on
David's offspring, pointing to the Messiah:

- Psalm 132:11-12 - "The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it;
Of the fruit of thy body will | set upon thy throne. If thy children will keep my covenant
and my testimony that | shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for
evermore."

Finally, Jesus refutes the belief that the Messiah would be somehow less than David.
He is indicating he is not only a human descendant of David, but also greater,
possessing heavenly status, sitting at God's right hand, quoting Psalm 110:1. Psalm
110 was sung at the inauguration of the kings of Israel, but it was clearly about the
Messiah.

- Mark 12:35-37 - "And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How
say the scribes that Christ is the Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy
Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till | make thine enemies
thy footstool. David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son?
And the common people heard him gladly."

Peter interpreted the promise of a kingdom to David on the day of Pentecost, pointing to
Jesus as its fulfillment.

He first quotes Psalm 16:10 - "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."

Peter then interprets it:

- Acts 2:29-36 - "Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. Therefore
being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of
his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither
his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
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Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and
hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until | make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore
let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."

Distinctives of Jesus' Kingdom
- John 18:36 - "My kingdom is not of this world"

- Luke 17:20-21 - "And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of
God should come, he answered them and said, 'The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God
is within you.™

- John 6:15 - "Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself."

- Matthew 28:18 - "And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me."

- Colossians 2:14-15 - (At the cross, and by His resurrection) "He disarmed the rulers
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him."

The complete fulfillment of Jesus' kingdom is pictured at the end of time:

- Revelation 11:15-17 "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which
sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We
give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because
thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned."

The timing is still not precise - "which art, and wast, and art to come" - But John sees it
happening in the immediate present.

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ" -
The phrase seems to fulfill the dream of Nebuchadnezzar when the stone destroys the
statue "in the time of those kings" and then becomes a mountain that fills the earth, as
all other opposing powers crumble.

- Revelation 19:6 - "And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth."

Paul also sees the completion of the kingdom at the end of the ages:
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- 1 Corinthians 15:22-28 - "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority
and power. For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death."

At the end of this chapter of Daniel, even Nebuchadnezzar is forced to admit that God is
"king of kings" and His kingdom is supreme:

Daniel 2:47 - "The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is
a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest
reveal this secret."

Some Resources:

https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/66581/what-is-the-clay-in-the-
vision-of-the-statue-in-daniel-2

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/messianic-momentum-davidic-king/
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