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Priests with Blemishes in Leviticus 21-22

This should also influence our view of the weak and disabled, both physically and 
spiritually.

Consider Matthew 12:21 in which Jesus quotes the passage in Isaiah 42:3. 

"A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory."

Reeds were used for measuring, as a support and for other tasks: 
- “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.“ (Revelation 
11:1)
- Egypt is referred to as a "bruised reed" that would not support Israel when she leans 
on it. (2 Kings 18:21)

A bruised or broken reed should have been discarded as no longer useful. 

The same with a smoking flax wick, which no longer could do its job and provide light.

Targum on Isaiah 42:3: "The meek, who are like a bruised reed, shall not be broken; 
and the poor, who are as obscure as flax (or a lamp ready to go out), shall not be 
extinct"

This is similar to this parable of what to do with the fig tree that would not bear fruit:

- Luke 13:8-9 - "Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if 
it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down."

The common denominator is mercy, patience and looking toward God's final triumph, 
when all will be set right.

God looks at us with hope, and the possibility of what He can accomplish in us.

That is the way we need to look at other people.

Even Idolatrous Priests who have Repented Have a Place of Service

Ezekiel 44:9-11 - "Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor 
uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the 
children of Israel. And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel went 
astray, which went astray away from me after their idols; they shall even bear their 
iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the 
house, and ministering to the house: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice 
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for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister unto them."

Ezekiel 44:13-14 - "And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest 
unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the most holy place: but they 
shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. But I will 
make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all 
that shall be done therein." 

These fallen priests can continue to minister in a different way - but they can no longer 
be a type of Christ, who perfectly carried out His ministry, in bringing the sacrifices and 
offerings on the Altar. Only the Levites who remained true can “come near to” God and 
“stand before” Him to offer the fat and the blood.

This is a remarkable statement of God’s mercy!

Don't Despise the Day of Small Things

For the exiles who had returned and were the laying of the foundation of the new 
Temple -

Zechariah 4:6-10 - "Then he (the angel) answered and spake unto me, saying, This is 
the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, 
saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall 
also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. For 
who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, 
which run to and fro through the whole earth."

Targum: "For who is he that despiseth this day, because the building is small?"

When God begins to work on us, it seems that the transformation is not enough, not fast 
enough, not much has changed. But when we come to see the "plummet" in His hand, 
we see how we fit together with the rest of God's people to form a Temple He is 
building.

We see how our small service, or word, or kindness or confession combines with others 
to carry on and continue the surge of God's Kingdom. The kingdom starts as a bit of 
yeast or leaven: 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of 
flour, till it was all leavened’” - Matthew 13:31–33

Faith like a grain of mustard seed is a small thing. But it can say "Who art thou, O great 
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mountain?" This may be what Jesus was thinking:

Matthew 17:20 - "For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you."

Zerubbabel is a type of Christ. A plummet line was used to make sure a wall or building 
was straight or “plumb” 

We need to fix our eye on Him and His plummet line and believe that our small 
contribution will have big consequences in his Kingdom. He makes sure everything lines 
up correctly - that’s not our worry.

The ultimate example of this is the birth of Christ, who begins as a tiny embryo - 
vulnerable and born in a stable among animals to a humble family on the margins of 
Jewish society.


