
Haftarah: Zechariah 9:10 – 10:1 + 12

Zechariah 9:9 - “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

This verse was probably the original beginning of this Haftarah. Directly links the 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, with Messiah. Jesus, prince of peace, entered Jerusalem 
on a donkey. 

He is pictured riding on a horse in Revelation as he comes to judge and “make war.”

Revelation 19:11-16 - “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He 
who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war.” 

Zechariah 9:10 - Messiah “shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall 
be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.”

Riding on an ass

In old times judges and men of distinction rode upon asses (Genesis 22:3; Judges 5:10; 
Judges 10:4); but from Solomon's days the horse had been used, not only in war, but on 
all state occasions. This was to show that Christ’s kingdom was not to be won or 
maintained by carnal arms.
—Pulpit Commentary

—The following is from Gills Exposition of the Entire Bible

It is applied to Messiah in the Talmud; they say (T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 56. 2.), he that 
sees an ass in his dream, let him look for salvation, as it is said, behold, thy king cometh 
unto thee, "riding on an ass". R. Alexander relates that R. Joshua ben Levi opposed 
these two phrases to each other, "in its time", and "I will hasten it", Isaiah 60:22 and 
gave this as the sense to reconcile them: if they (the Israelites) are worthy, i.e. of the 
coming of the Messiah, "I will hasten it"; if they are not worthy, it shall be "in its time"; 
and that he also put these Scriptures together, and compared them to that Scripture, 
"behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven", Daniel 7:13 and also 
what is written, "poor, and riding on an ass"; if they are worthy, he will come with the 
clouds of heaven; if they are not worthy, he will come poor and riding on an ass (T. Bab. 
Sanhedrin, fol. 98. 1. Vid. etiam ib. fol. 99. 10. ). 

In an ancient book (Zohar in Gen. fol. 127. 3.) of theirs, at least so reckoned, it is said 
the King Messiah shall prevail over them all (the nations of the world, and the Israelites); 
as it is said, "poor, and riding on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass": and in several 
other places of that work, and other treatises in it (Zohar in Numb. fol. 83. 4. & in Deut. 
fol. 117. 1. & 118. 3. Raya Mehimna apud ib. in Lev. fol. 38. 3. & in Numb. fol. 97. 2.), 
the text is applied to the Messiah; as it likewise is in their ancient Midrashes or 



expositions. 

In one (Bereshit Rabba, sect. 75. fol. 66. 2.) it is observed, "the Rabbins say an ox; this 
is the anointed for war, as it is said, "his glory is like the firstling of his bullock", 
Deuteronomy 33:17 an ass; this is the King Messiah, as it is said, "poor, and riding on 
an ass";''

and again (Bereshit Rabba, sect. 98. fol. 85. 3.), on these words, "binding his foal to the 
vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine", Genesis 49:11, this remark is made; this 
shall be when that shall come to pass which is written of him, "poor, and riding on an 
ass". And in another (Midrash Kohelet, fol. 63. 2.) of their expositions, the two 
Redeemers, Moses and the Messiah, are compared together; and, among the several 
things in which they agree, this is one; as it is said of the former redeemer, "and Moses 
took his wife and his sons, and set them on an ass", Exodus 4:20 so it is said of the 
latter Redeemer (the Messiah), "poor, and riding on an ass.” 


