
Psalm 15

The virtues espoused by David here are ones that Abraham must have learned from the 
experience with Abimelech in Genesis 20.

In other words - speaking the truth in your heart, not taking up a reproach against your 
neighbor (by forgiving Abimelech and praying for him) 

Abraham hopefully gave up his agreement (or vow?) with Sarah: “This is thy kindness 
which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is 
my brother.” (Genesis 20:13)

“He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.” 

This means the vow should not be at another’s expense. Sarah was put in danger, and 
Abraham was protecting his own life.
It also could relate to upholding your part of a covenant.

Christ himself embodies all of the virtues in this Psalm. 

He is the Truth

John 14:6 - “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.”

He is our righteousness

To “do” righteousness is to first declare His righteousness.

Abraham’s righteousness was not earned or achieved, but was “accounted” to him 
when he saw Messiah and believed. So it is with all believers.

Romans 4:2-3 - “If Abraham was indeed justified by works, he had something to boast 
about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? ‘- Abraham believed God, 
and it was credited to him as righteousness.’”

This of course affects how we live:

1 John 3:6-8 - “No one who remains in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to 
sin has seen Him or known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who 
practices righteousness is righteous, just as Christ is righteous. The one who practices 
sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the very start. This is why 
the Son of God was revealed, to destroy the works of the devil.”

1 John 2:29 - “If you know that He is righteous, you also know that everyone who 
practices righteousness is born of Him.”



The problem is:

Isaiah 64:7 - “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 
away.”

The only way to walk in righteousness is to reckon ourselves as dead (Romans 
6:10-12), and let his righteousness (and not our own) be our garment.

Isaiah 61:10 - “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.” (part of the haftarah reading for this week)

Revelation 19:8 - “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”

The works of righteousness follow the faith of the saints, who reckon themselves as 
dead:

Revelation 14:13 - “And I heard a voice from heaven telling me to write, “Blessed are 
the dead — those who die in the Lord from this moment on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “- 
they will rest from their labors, for their deeds will follow them.”

Their labors (the walk in the Spirit) is not something they follow after, but something that 
issues from their following after Christ.

In contrast. God’s work is before him to accomplish:

Isaiah 62:11 - “Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to 
the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and 
his work before him.”
(Also part of the haftarah reading for this week)

Relationships then fall into proper order. But it’s by the Spirit’s power, not our own.

No backbiting, slander and gossip (i.e. You can love your neighbor as yourself)

No Usury (inwardly, to be indebted to the future or extract a hold on someone or even 
yourself) 

No bribery (to pervert justice by what you can get out of it; by extension being 
judgmental because it elevates you) 


