
Isaiah 65:22 – 66:5 + 10-11

The passage begins by emphasizing the permanent (and ultimately eternal) aspect of 
God’s promises.

Isaiah 65:22 - “… for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”

The Lord's people should live as long as the trees planted by them, and so should eat 
the fruit thereof, and not leave them to others to partake of. 

The Targum, Septuagint, and Arabic versions render it, “as the days of the tree of life” 
which, some of the Rabbins say, were 500 years. The allusion may be to the tree of life 
in paradise; and as the tree of life was typical of Christ, who is a tree of life to them that 
lay hold upon him, it may denote that eternal life his people have by him.

Proverbs 3:18 - in reference to Wisdom: “She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her.”

Revelation 2:7 - “To the one who is victorious, I will grant the right to eat of the tree of 
life in the paradise of God.”

Revelation 22:2 - “On either side of the river stood a tree of life, producing twelve kinds 
of fruit and yielding a fresh crop for each month. And the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations.”

Revelation 22:14 - “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the 
right to the tree of life and may enter the city by its gates.”

The next verse could be speaking about Sarah bringing forth the Promised Seed:

Isaiah 65:23 - “They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the 
seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.”

A wonderful insight into prayer:

Isaiah 65:24 - “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.”

[See also Matthew 6:18 - “But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him.”]

 . . . with a view to the peace provided in the Messianic Kingdom:

Isaiah 65:25 - “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw 



like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.”

God’s resting place

Isaiah 66:1 - “Thus said the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
footstool: where is the house that you build to me? and where is the place of my rest?”

In his Kingdom, God doesn’t need our riches or structures. After all, “heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool.” 

2 Chronicles 6:18 - "But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the earth? Behold, 
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You; how much less this house which I 
have built.”

Quoted by Stephen:

Acts 7:49-50 - Stephen says:  “However, the Most High does not live in houses made 
by human hands. As the prophet says: Heaven is My throne and the earth is My 
footstool. What kind of house will you build for Me, says the Lord, or what will be My 
place of repose? Has not My hand made all these things?”

And Paul in Athens:

Acts 17:24 - “God, that made the world, and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands.”

And yet, because we dwell with him in the heavenlies, he dwells in us:

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 - “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”

Isaiah 66:2 - “For all those things has my hand made, and all those things have been, 
said the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembles at my word.”

God values “him that is poor” - humble, afflicted; “meek and lowly,” as in the Septuagint 
and Targum. Refers to Christ, ultimately

And of a “contrite spirit” - stricken, disabled, hobbled by lameness, and therefore 
dejected. A spirit that is broken and crushed. It stands opposed to a spirit that is proud, 
haughty, self-confident and self-righteous.

And who “trembleth at my word” - reverence, godly fear, awe (rather than to dismiss it or 



mock it as nothing)

God doesn’t need the empty rituals of those who have “chosen their own ways” over 
God’s way. In fact, it’s an abomination to him.

Isaiah 66:3 - “He that kills an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrifices a lamb, as if 
he cut off a dog's neck; he that offers an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood; he that 
burns incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yes, they have chosen their own ways, and their 
soul delights in their abominations.”

A warning about the emptiness of religious ritual and liturgy that is not inspired by real 
faith. 

Isaiah 66:4 - “I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; 
because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did 
evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.”

i.e. God will choose out for them the kind of punishment which would be expressive of 
his sense of the evil of their conduct. The very things that their deluded plans, sorcery 
and idolatry were trying to avoid will come upon them. “The word is very peculiar: it 
represents calamity under the figure of a headstrong, petulant child.”

Contrast this with Isaiah 65:24 - “before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear.”

Isaiah 66:5 - “They that hated you” often act under the banner of religious correctness, 
saying “Let the Lord be glorified.”   

Perhaps this could relate to Ishmael mocking Isaac, as not the “legal” heir. 

John 16:2 - “They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.”

A birth is depicted in Isaiah 66: 7-9 (not part of the readings). Compare Isaac’s 
miraculous birth with the birth of Israel as a spiritual people, and Christ’s birth.

The mother is Zion; the man-child, born at last without the birth-pangs of sorrow, is the 
new Israel, the true Israel of God. The “new birth” of the New Testament. Regeneration 
through Christ, being born again from above. God begins it, and he completes it.

(See also Revelation 12:1-5 - “The woman gave birth to a son, who would rule all the 
nations with an iron rod. And her child was taken up to God and to his throne.” )

Sarah = New Jerusalem in Paul’s Allegory

Isaiah 66:11 - “That you may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her 
consolations; that you may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.”



The ending verses 10-11 reflect the picture of Sarah in Genesis 21:7 - “…Who would 
have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born 
him a son in his old age.”

Sarah and New Jerusalem are joined in Paul’s allegory. Abraham is the father of the 
faithful and Sarah/ New Jerusalem is our mother:

Galatians 4:24-26 - “These things may be treated as an allegory, for these women 
represent two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai bearing children for slavery; this is 
Hagar. Now Hagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and 
she is our mother. (NET transl.)”  
(i.e. Sarah = New Jerusalem, although Paul neglected to supply the link)

See also 1 Peter 2:2 - “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby.”

All these “mother and milk” references refer back to Genesis 21, and to rabbinical 
stories about Sarah - as well as to the Haftarah reading in Isaiah 66.

Sarah in Rabbinical Literature

At Isaac’s weaning feast, because of Sarah’s stay with Abimelech, and the gossip that 
Isaac was the offspring of Abimelech, Abraham invited all the great ones of the 
generation, and Sarah invited their wives. Each one brought her baby with her, but did 
not bring the wet nurse. A miracle was performed for Sarah: her breasts opened like two 
fountains, and she nursed them all. Gen. 21:7 therefore declares: “that Sarah would 
suckle children”—that she nursed the children of all the women (BT Bava Mezia 87a).

Sarah, the first of the four Matriarchs, has come to symbolize motherhood for the entire 
world, and not only for the people of Israel. The midrash presents Sarah as a prophet 
and a righteous woman whose actions are worthy of emulation; she converted Gentiles 
and drew them into the bosom of Judaism. When she nursed, she could have done so 
for all the infants of the nations of the world, without wanting for milk; in the wake of this 
nursing, many Gentiles entered Judaism.

All those who convert in the world, and all those who fear God in the world, are from 
among those who nursed from Sarah (Pesikta Rabbati [ed. Friedmann (Ish-Shalom)], 
para. 43).

Isaac was born in the middle of the day on Nisan 15, at precisely the same time that the 
Israelites would go forth from Egypt (Seder Olam Rabbah 5; Gen. Rabbah 53:6). Israel 
received the manna in the wilderness by merit of the cakes that Sarah prepared for the 
angels.

From “Sarah: Midrash and Aggadah”



https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/sarah-midrash-and-aggadah


