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Isaiah 60:17 – 61:3,9

We can see in this haftarah passage reflections of the materials used in the Tabernacle, 
which God will replace with even more costly treasures when the days of Messiah 
come, to "beautify the place of my sanctuary" (Isaiah 60:13). A companion vision is 
described in Revelation 21.

Just as the wealth of Egypt was given to Israel when they left Egypt, and was used in 
the Tabernacle, so "the wealth of the nations" will be turned over to Israel to adorn her 
sanctuary in the Days of Messiah.

Isaiah 60:7 - "All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of 
Nebaioth shall minister unto thee"

Nebaioth and Kedar were the first and second sons of Ishmael (Genesis 25:13). 
Arabian tribes, that later became the Nabateans with Petra as their capital.

The black hair of goats - like the flocks of Kedar (Song of Solomon 1:5) whose tents 
were black - was used to make the first covering over the Tabernacle. Rams skins were 
used for the two other coverings.

Isaiah 60:11 - "Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day 
nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may be brought."

Revelation 21:25 - "And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be 
no night there."

Isaiah 60:13 - "The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, 
and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of 
my feet glorious."

“place of my feet” - The Ark of the Covenant served as God’s foot stool in the Holy of 
Holies, just as the earth was God’s foot stool when pictured as seated in Heaven.

sanctuary = miqdash - sanctuary, holy place. 

This is referring to the Temple, but the Tabernacle was also called a sanctuary:

Exodus 25:8 - "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them."

Revelation 21:22 - "And I saw no temple (naos - holy place) therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple (naos) of it."

Isaiah 60:17 - "For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood 
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brass, and for stones iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors 
righteousness."

Rashi - The officers who came upon you in your exile and the rulers who pressed you 
will be counted for you as peace and charity (Baba Bathra 9a). i.e. peace and charity 
will now be ruling over you for good rather than evil.

Among the materials mentioned here that are also used in the Tabernacle: Gold, brass, 
silver, wood, frankincense (in the Table of Shewbread and for the altar of incense), 
stones for the High Priest's ephod.

Isaiah 60:19-20 - Also mentioned is the Light - Instead of the lampstand in the 
Tabernacle "the LORD shall be thine everlasting light" 

Revelation 21:23 - "And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof."

More on the Days of Messiah

Isaiah 61:1-3 - "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek (the afflicted, the distressed, the 
needy); he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified."

"anointed" = ( חׁשמ  mâshach), from which the word Messiah is derived.

Jesus read this passage in Nazareth

Luke 4:16-21 - "And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 
when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. ... This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."

Refers to the Year of Jubilee - Leviticus 25:10

A final “uplifting” verse to end the haftarah:

Isaiah 61:9 - "And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring 
among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed 
which the LORD hath blessed."
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