
Isaiah 4:1 – 5:3 + 16

Compare this with the description of Rachel and the birth of Joseph: 

Genesis 30:23 - “And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away 
my reproach:”

And Isaiah 4:1 - “And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We 
will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to 
take away our reproach.”

Both use the word “cherpah,” which means “reproach, shame, scorn, contempt”

Unparalleled calamity has struck Israel (see the previous chapter of Isaiah) - Through 
war and destruction so many men were killed that widows would be “multiplied beyond 
the sand of the sea” - Jeremiah 15:8. 

It also could refer to the Roman destruction of Jerusalem “in the days of Vespasian and 
Titus, and in the time of their wars with the Jews; in which were made such slaughters 
of men, that there were not enough left for every woman to have a husband; and 
therefore "seven", or a great many, sue to one man to marry them, contrary to their 
natural bashfulness.” - John Gill’s Exposition

The reproach of childlessness was also amplified by every Jewish woman’s hope that 
she would be one through whom Messiah would come.

Reproach removed by Messiah

Israel’s reproach will finally be removed by the Messiah, “the Branch of the Lord,” and 
Israel’s desire is to return to him as her husband. (The word for Branch is also used of 
Messiah in Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; and Zechariah 6:12)

The result will be that all of Israel/ the Bride are holy, all are washed from their filth, 
excrement and blood that defiled them, every dwelling place will be covered by the pillar 
of cloud and fire that led Israel in the wilderness.

Isaiah 4:5 (KJV) - “And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, 
and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire 
by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.”

“dwelling place” is mâkôwn, fixed abode.

“assemblies” is “miqra” - a convocation or assembly.  Also a “reading” of the Torah 
(Nehemiah 8:8) and thus, an assembly where the Torah is read; the various assemblies 
that make up Mount Zion, God’s people.



Thus, each believer as well as the gathered church is covered.

Isaiah 4:5-6 (NET) - “Then the LORD will create over all of Mount Zion and over its 
convocations a cloud and smoke by day and a bright flame of fire by night; indeed a 
canopy will accompany the LORD's glorious presence. By day it will be a shelter to 
provide shade from the heat, as well as safety and protection from the heavy 
downpour.”

The wedding canopy

The pillar of cloud and fire - a constant witness of the presence and power of God with 
Israel in the wilderness - is equated with the wedding canopy, the chuppah, “to provide 
shade from the heat, as well as safety and protection from the heavy downpour.”

Since spiritual Israel is now in the Promised Land, the pillar of cloud and fire is not so 
much for guidance as for refreshing, comfort, safety and protection.

In effect, it is the Shekinah Glory, once settled only between the cherubim on the ark in 
the Holy of Holies, now surrounding believers through the indwelling Holy Spirit.


