Isaiah 43:1-7 + 19-21
Isaiah 43:1 - “But now thus said the LORD that created you, O Jacob, and he that
formed you, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed you, I have called you by your
name; you are mine.”
“Created thee... formed thee, redeemed thee... called thee by thy name.” An ascending
series of benefits. - Pulpit Commentary
"to redeem," to ransom by means of a price
Christ became a curse, doomed to death, that we might be redeemed.
Jacob receives a new name - Israel - one given to him by God (Genesis 35:10).
That implies possession but also intimate knowledge, loving friendship, and a kindred
relationship:
Moses - ‘I know thee by name, and thou hast found grace in my sight.’
Exodus 33:12
“Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, You say to me, 'Bring up this people!' But You
Yourself have not let me know whom You will send with me. Moreover, You have said, 'I
have known you by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.'
Isaiah 45:3
"I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden wealth of secret places, So that
you may know that it is I, The LORD, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name.”
Revelation 3:12 - “The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will never again leave it. Upon him I will write the name of My God, and the
name of the city of My God (the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven from
My God), and My new name.”
In essence: “I have made a particular choice of thee for my peculiar people, and singled
thee out from the rest of the world, and ever since have treated thee with uncommon
instances of kindness and familiarity.” - Benson Commentary
Isaiah 43:15, 'I am Yahweh - the Creator of Israel, your king'
Floods and Fiery Trials
Isaiah 43:2 - “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow you: when you walk through the fire, you shall not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle on you.”
The Targum applies this to the Israelites' passage through the waters of the Red sea.

Jerome says, that the Jewish writers by "waters" would have the Egyptians understood;
by the "rivers", the Babylonians; by "fire", the Macedonians; and by the "flame", the
Romans.
Psalm 66:12 - “You brought us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon our
loins. 12You made men ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water,
Yet You brought us out into a place of abundance.”
1 Peter 4:12-13 - “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy.”
Gathering in the Repentant
Isaiah 43:5-7 - “Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and
gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not
back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; Even every
one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him;
yea, I have made him.”
Deuteronomy 30:1-3 - “And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon
thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them
to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt
return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command
thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; That then
the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will
return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered
thee.”
Matthew 8:12 - “I say to you that many will come from the east and the west to share
the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 13:27 - “And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect
from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of
heaven.”
Final Words
Isaiah 43: 19-21 - “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not
know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The beast of
the field shall honor me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. This people
have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.”

