
May 14, 2017 - Pentecost! Gen. 30:22 – 31:2 - Rachel Conceives
Torah Readings: Gen. 30:22 – 31:2 - Rachel Conceives, Jacob’s Flocks Increase
Psalm 25
Haftorah - (1) 1 Samuel 1:11-22
(2) Isaiah 4:1 – 5:3 + 16
(3) Isaiah 25:8 – 26:4 + 27:13

Joseph is born

Genesis 30:22 - “And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and 
opened her womb.”

“Joseph” means either ‘he adds” or “he takes away” Rachel interprets it as the Lord 
“took away” her reproach and “the Lord shall add to me another son.”

The birth of Joseph was after Jacob’s 14 years of service were completed. Joseph and 
Dinah appear to have been born in the same year.

Genesis 30:28 - “And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it.”

In a show of liberality, Laban chose not to propose a wage himself, knowing the honesty 
and modesty of Jacob. Laban assumed he would mention less wages than he 
deserved.

Jacob’s Deal with Laban

Genesis 30:32 - “I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the 
speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted 
and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire.”

With only white sheep, there was no great likelihood, according to the course of nature, 
of Jacob receiving much for his hire; since he was only to have the spotted, speckled, 
and brown ones that came from them, and generally like begets like.

Genesis 30:39 - “And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle 
ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.”

Genesis 30:41 - “And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, 
that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might 
conceive among the rods.”

What’s the deal with the rods?

This was a miracle wrought by God (Genesis 31:9,11). In the same way, Aaron’s rod 
changed into a serpent and ate the serpents of the Egyptian magicians. It was nothing 
inherent in the rod itself. Similarly Jesus used spit (Mark 7:33) or mud smeared on the 
eyes as a token of healing (John 9:6-7). The healing was from God, not the outward 



agency.

On the other hand, Jacob understood good breeding practice, separating out the weak 
sheep for Laban.

Jewish traditional interpretations

http://www.mesora.org/JacobandtheSpeckledFlocks.htm

According to Rashi, it was not Jacob who took the speckled and spotted flock: this was 
Laban’s own move to eliminate any chance of Jacob’s success. Thus, according to 
Rashi, Jacob’s plan was to take for himself the speckled and spotted flock alone, as a 
means to enrich his own flock. This makes more sense, as where would Jacob obtain 
speckled and spotted flock if he had none from which to reproduce? But Laban agreed 
to allow Jacob to separate these flocks, but then undermined Jacob’s true intent, and in 
other words said, “Yes Jacob, good idea. Separate those flocks”. But the less shrewd 
Jacob assumed Laban took the meaning as Jacob intended. So Jacob separated them, 
but only to discover that Laban then said, “Now give them to me.” This was not Jacob’s 
intent. But Laban twisted his words in his favor. Jacob was now left with less than he 
intended. Laban took the “ringed” goats too. This was not part of the agreement.

When Jacob devised the plan regarding the streaked rods, it was his own thinking. Of 
his own accord, Jacob attempted to use his knowledge of animal behavior to increase 
his wealth. It seemed to work. But later, during the dream, the angel wants him to know 
that the whole thing was God’s doing.

As Jacob explains to his wives:

Genesis 31:9 - “Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to 
me.”

Genesis 31:10-12 - “And it was at the time the flocks were heated, and I lifted my eyes 
and saw in a dream, and behold, the he-goats that mounted the flock were ringed 
speckled and checkered. And an angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob’, and I 
said, ‘Here I am.’ And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see all the he-goats that are 
mounting the flocks, are ringed speckled and checkered. For I have seen all that Laban 
has done to you.”



To the Rabbis, the phrase “I lifted my eyes and saw in a dream” means he looked twice, 
the second time with understanding.

[Like Abraham in Genesis 18:5 - “And he lifted his eyes and he saw, and behold three 
men standing (waiting) on him, and he saw…” The Rabbis teach that the second “and 
he saw” implies understanding of the matter, not a redundant viewing.]

The angel instructs Jacob to delve deeper, indicating that at first Jacob was unaware of 
this distinctly new category of Divine providence. 

Jacob was now being informed that God is providing for him. He didn’t have to try to 
outwit Laban any longer, and he actually never needed to. 

So, Jacob’s “striped rods” were similar to Sarah’s plan with Hagar for a child, and 
Rachel and Leah’s mandrakes, etc. - i.e. human devices and schemes that only 
hindered God’s providential care for them.

One Jewish tradition says that Jacob had no need to resort to the rods, because angels 
continually brought sheep over from Laban’s flocks to mate with Jacob’s flock.

Genesis 31:1-2 - “And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken 
away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this 
glory. And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him 
as before.”


