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Genesis 24 is one of the longest chapters in the Bible

Eleazar’s Oath

Genesis 24:2 - “And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over 
all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh”

"Under my thigh." The thigh (yarek) area included the genitals, the “loins,” the seat of 
generative power, and the region of sacramental consecration. See also Genesis 47:29.

Genesis 46:26 - “All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his 
loins (yarek), besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six”

To put the hand under the thigh was to acknowledge and pledge obedience to him who 
requires the oath.

In fact, the word “testify” comes from the Latin word for testicle. Putting a hand under 
another’s thigh was an ancient way of displaying vulnerability and thus the strength of 
the relationship, by risking your future reproductive career as you made an oath. In 
ancient Rome, two men taking an oath of allegiance held each other's testicles, and 
men held their own testicles as a sign of truthfulness while bearing witness in a public 
forum. The practice survives among the Bedouin.

Male baboons do the same thing in a social ritual that primatologists call a "greeting,” to 
demonstrate how much they value their alliance. Evolutionary biologist Amotz Zahavi 
calls it the Handicap Principle, which is a solution to the “commitment problem.” 
(See http://buff.ly/2lHWLOi)

The Jewish writers also relate this act to the covenant of circumcision, by which 
Abraham made his servant to swear, but more likely also in respect to his seed, the 
promised Messiah, that should spring from his thigh (according to Jerome, Augustine 
and Luther), by whom the oath was made. The appeal is made to those who hereafter 
should be born, on the one hand, to attest the oath, and, on the other, to avenge its 
violation.

Genesis 24:3 - “And I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the 
God of the earth, that you shall not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell”

The Targum of Jonathan is,"I will make thee swear by the name of the Word of the Lord 
God.’ Intermarriage with the Canaanites was afterwards forbidden by the Mosaic 



legislation (Exodus 34:16; Deuteronomy 7:3).

Genesis 24:6 - “And Abraham said to him, Beware you that you bring not my son thither 
again.”

Abraham was so adamant about Isaac not leaving, that he would rather his son be 
without a wife, despite having a great promise from God concerning the number of his 
descendants.

Isaac as the unblemished burnt offering 

The Midrash (Bereishit Rabba 64:3) explains that an offering to God must stay in the 
temple courtyard, and thus, because Isaac was “a burnt offering without blemish” to 
God, he must stay within the bounds of the Promised Land.  
Concerning Genesis 26:2, God tells Isaac, “Do not go down to Egypt for you are a 
burnt-offering without blemish and residence outside the Holy Land is not befitting 
you” (Genesis Rabbah 64:3) 
(see https://ponderingscripture.wordpress.com/tag/promised-land/)

Isaac then is an example of a “living sacrifice” - considered sacrificed, but yet living.

Romans 12:1 - “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.”

Abraham isn’t just charged with keeping the covenant himself, but “you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations” (Gen. 17:9).  This covenant was 
not just about keeping the circumcision – that was merely the outward sign of a people 
set apart.  The covenant itself included “walk before me and be blameless.”  Also in 
Genesis 18, when God is mulling over revealing the destruction of Sodom to Abraham, 
God says concerning Abraham: “For I have chosen him, so that he may command his 
children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing 
righteousness and justice…” (Gen. 18:19)

There is a parallel to followers of Christ in that they are called not to be “unequally 
yoked to unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14).

Eleazar as a type of the Holy Spirit seeking out the Bride

Abraham as the father, set in motion the process of finding Isaac's wife. Similarly, God 
has taken the initiative in calling a group of people to follow his Son (Rom. 8:29-30; 2 
Thess. 2:13-14). 
We were not looking for God. The Holy Spirit found us, at the Father’s beckoning.

Sarah had the attributes Abraham hoped would be found in Isaac’s bride. According to 
one tradition, Abraham’s eulogy for Sarah is preserved in the description of the “woman 



of valor” in Prov. 31:10-31. This would also be a description of the Bride of Christ.

Isaac's bride, like Sarah, would also need to be willing to step out on faith, and risk 
leaving home and family behind. It is the same with the bride of the Messiah (Luke 
9:57-62; 14:26). The Bride is called out of world of idolatry.

Eleazar

The Rabbis marveled that so much is told of Eleazar, a mere servant, in this story. 

Rabbi Aha said: "The mere conversation of the slaves of the Patriarchs' household is 
more important than the Torah of the (Patriarch's) descendants.”  The Midrash (Midrash 
Rabbah - Bereishit 60:8) attributes great value to the conversation of Abraham's 
servant. It states that the words of the servant take precedence over the Torah laws that 
will be given to Abraham's descendents.

Eleazar is not named, and does not speak for himself. He is a type of the Holy 
Spirit:

John 16:13 - “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come.”

Eleazar brings gifts to the bride, like the Holy Spirit.

Gifts of the Spirit - 1 Corinthians 12

Fruit of the Spirit-
Galatians 5:22-23 -  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."

Eleazar woos Rebekah for his master, whom she has never met.

John 20:29 - “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed."

Eleazar brings the prospective bride safely to his master, after a long and perilous 
journey.

Rebekah lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac coming.

Psalm 24:7 - “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in.”

A sign



Genesis 24:14 - “And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down 
thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; 
and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.”

Genesis 24:15 - “And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, 
Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.”

Isaiah 65:24 speaks of this kind of gracious answer to prayer: “It shall come to pass 
that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.”

Some rabbinic commentators wondered would it not have been merely a matter of 
common courtesy for any young woman at the well to have offered water to Eliezer's 
animals? 

These commentators saw an additional test hidden in the details of the ring and 
bracelets. The weight of the ring was one beka, and the numerical equivalents of the 
letters in beka add up to 172, which happens to be the total number of words in the text 
of the Ten Commandments. 

The two gold bracelets could represent the two tablets of the Decalogue, with the ten 
shekel weight of the bracelets signaling a further connection to the commandments. 
Building on this data, one thread of Jewish tradition claims that Eliezer wasn't just 
offering jewelry to Rebekah. In addition, he presented to her the divine truths he had 
learned from Abraham in order to test her willingness to receive such instruction.

The nose ring indicates a change in what gives her satisfaction, as the sweet savour 
offering does to God.

Mark 8:33 - “But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but the things that be of men.”

Rebekah’s kindness

Providing water for ten thirsty camels (a camel may drink up to 20 gallons) would have 
required a great many trips to the well, and Rebekah didn't merely propose to give the 
camels a drink. Instead, her offer was to draw water for them “until they have finished 
drinking” (v. 19). In addition, we should notice the eagerness with which she carried out 
this task. Verse 20 says that she “quickly” emptied her jar and “ran” back for more water. 
The recalls Gen. 24:20 and Gen. 18:6-7, where Abraham “ran” and “hurried” to provide 
a meal for his angelic visitors. In her hospitality and humble servant's attitude, Rebekah 
was like Abraham. Eliezar must have observed these qualities in Rebekah as he 
watched her scurry back and forth to water the camels.
(See http://graceandknowledge.faithweb.com/gen24.html)



See Genesis 22:19—After the offering, Isaac is not mentioned until he met his bride. A 
type of Yeshua being seen by the Church at His return (Revelation 1:7).

The marriage to the Bride was planned by God, accomplished by the Holy Spirit and 
experienced by the Son, who came out to receive her.

When Rebekah saw Isaac,  she took her veil and covered herself. - out of modesty or 
submission certainly, as was customary, but also from humility, a deeper trait of 
character. 


