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February 18, 2018 - Ex. 25:1-40 - The Tabernacle, Ark and Furnishings
Torah Reading: Exodus 25:1-40 - The Tabernacle, Ark and Furnishings
Psalm 59
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:17 – 61:3, 9
Haggai 2:8-15 +21-23

The Tabernacle

God walked with Adam and Eve, spoke to Noah and the Patriarchs, and occasionally 
visited and even ate with them in disguise (Abraham). But only after He had delivered 
Israel from Egypt, baptized them in the Red Sea and made them a people of His own 
did He choose to actually dwell among them in the Tabernacle. 

The description of the Tabernacle, it's furnishings, it's purpose and the ministry of the 
priests in the Tabernacle, including the offerings and sacrifices, takes up the bulk of the 
Torah. In just the book of Exodus, it fills chapter 25 through 40 (with a pause to describe 
Israel's rebellion of the Golden Calf.

For comparison, only two chapters in Genesis deal with the creation of the world.

Deduction : The Tabernacle is pretty important!

The Tabernacle is a type of God's dwelling in Heaven, a type of Jesus Christ as the 
meeting-place between God and man (it was termed "the Tent of Meeting."), and a type 
of Christ dwelling within his people, the church. (See Pink, Gleanings in Exodus)

The New Covenant and the Heavenly Tabernacle

Hebrews 8:1-2 - "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have 
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
and not man."

Hebrews 8:5 - "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses 
was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, 
that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."

The earthly Tabernacle "was a figure for the time then present" (Hebrews 9:9)

"figure" = parabolē - parable, an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.

Numbers 9:15 - "And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered 
the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the 
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning."

Acts 7:44 - "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had 
appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he 
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had seen."

Tabernacle of Witness = martyrion - evidence, proof, testimony of a witness. (English 
word martyr come from this)

Hebrews 9:23-24 - "It was, therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these (i.e. sprinklings of blood - see Hebrews 9:21-22); 
but the heavenly things themselves with bettor sacrifices than these. For Christ is not 
entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us."

God's Throne in the Heavenly Tabernacle

The outstretched wings of the Cherubim on the mercy-seat served as God's throne, 
which reflected His throne in Heaven. The Shekinah Glory rested there, with the Ark 
serving as His footstool.

Jeremiah 17:12 - "A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our 
sanctuary."

Isaiah 6:1 - "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple."

Revelation 4:2-11 - "And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set 
in heaven, and one sat on the throne."

Revelation 15:5 - "And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of 
testimony in Heaven was opened"

A Meeting Place

"And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the ark, and in the ark thou shalt put the 
testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee" (Ex. 25:21-22)

Christ is the meeting-place between God and man.

John 14:6 -  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.”  

There is but one Mediator between God and men — the Man Christ Jesus 
(1 Tim. 2:5).

God Dwelling with (and within) His People

Revelation 21:3 - "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their 
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God."

John 1:14 - "And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us"

"Where two or three are gathered together in My name there am I in the midst of 
them" (Matthew 18:20).

The earthly tabernacle was meant to be temporary and mobile. This foreshadowed the 
conditions in which the eternal Word tabernacled among men at His first advent. There 
was "nowhere for the Son of man to lay His head."

The Tabernacle was the place where the Law was preserved. The Tablets of the Law 
were deposited in the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies. (Deuteronomy 10:2-5)

It was called the Ark of the Covenant because it was carrying, protecting and preserving 
the "Covenant" - the tablets of the Ten Commandments which the people had 
"covenanted" with God to obey.

The Ark, like the Tabernacle itself, was a picture of Christ:

"Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of Me; I delight to do Thy will, O My 
God: Yea, Thy Law is within My heart" (Psalm 40:8)

The Tabernacle had only one door: 
John 10:9 - "I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me!" 

A Willing Offering

Exodus 25:2 - "Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of 
every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering."

(Not a tithe, which was part of the Law and required).

Not grudgingly or through force, as the Targum of Jonathan adds.

Giving an offering must always be voluntary and without coercion, manipulation or 
threat of a "curse."

The result was that the people gave too much!

The Materials

Something from every area of creation is utilized in the Tabernacle.

Much of this, such as linen and precious stones, probably was given as "spoil" by the 
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Egyptians when Israelites left Egypt. Goat's hair and skins would be obtained from their 
flocks. Olive oil would have been something they brought with them, or perhaps traded 
for from visitors like Moses' father-in-law?

Exodus 25:5 - "And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood"

badger's skins = tachash - LXX has "hyacinth" or blue color. According to Josephus, 
these were goatskins dyed blue: "Great was the surprise of those who viewed these 
curtains from a distance, for they seemed not at all to differ from the color of the sky."

Shittim Wood

shittim wood was from the shittah tree, probably an acacia. In the Septuagint it is always 
translated "incorruptible wood."

Incorruptible - In Him was no sin (1 John 3:5)

Shittim/Acacia is a tree which is found in the arid desert:

Isaiah 53:2 - "For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground."

Shittim wood has very long, sharp thorns.
- A crown of thorns was all this world had for Christ.

When the tree is pierced at nightfall, gum arabic oozes out, which is used for medicinal 
purposes. It reduces irritation and inflammation. The gum has been shown to be 
especially effective in easing stomach or throat discomfort. It is often used in topical 
treatments to help wounds heal.

Christ's blood is the only true balm for the troubled soul and sin-burdened conscience.

Exodus 25:9 - "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 
According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of 
all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it."

Maimonides - Moses had not an image in his mind or even a picture, but a little edifice 
representing it in all its parts, a perfect model of it, which is what the word for pattern 
means.

pattern = tabniyth - structure; by implication, a model

The Ark of the Covenant

Exodus 25:10-11 - "And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
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half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt 
thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about."

Like previous arks - Noah's and the basket of bulrushes that carried Moses as a baby - 
this is a picture of God's grace.

Interestingly, Rashi says Bezalel made three arks, two of gold and one of wood. Each 
one had four walls and a bottom, and they were open on the top. He placed the wooden 
one inside the golden one and the [other] golden one inside the wooden one. He 
covered the upper rim with gold, thus it is found that [the wooden one] was overlaid from 
inside and from outside [with gold]. — [from Yoma 72b, Shek. 16b]

The three arks could hint at the Trinity.

Shittim wood represents Christ in his earthly incarnation. But the ark is overlaid in gold - 
so the ark represents Christ in his glory, as seen by the disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and by John in Heaven.

Exodus 25:15 - "The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from 
it."

This was to show that it is not permanent. The Temple in the Promised Land on the 
other hand would be a picture of the permanent reign of the King of Kings.

Exodus 25:16 - "And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee."

The Ten Commandments written on the two stone tablets were placed within the Ark.

Mercy Seat

Exodus 25:17 - "And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half 
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof."

Rashi - Although [Scripture] does not give a measure for its thickness, our Rabbis 
explained that it was a handbreadth thick. — [from Succah 5a] 

The mercy seat = kapporet - where the High Priest would sprinkle blood of a bull and a 
goat once at Yom Kippur. 

The Two Cherubim

Exodus 25:20 - "And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the 
mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy 
seat shall the faces of the cherubims be."

Rashi - there should be ten handbreadths in the space between the wings and the ark 
cover, as is stated in Succah (5b). - Which is also the required height of a succah/ booth 
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built for the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Leviticus 23:43 states that God “made” or caused Israel to dwell in sukkot or booths. 
Rabbi Akiba said that the Shekinah Glory represented by the Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
was Israel's real "succah" or covering in the Wilderness, stemming from the instructions 
for the Cherubim and Mercy Seat found here in Exodus.

The Cherubim on the Mercy Seat are a representation of how the angelic hosts minister 
to God in heaven - here serving as His throne on the Mercy Seat.

Standing between the severity of the Law within the Ark and God and man outside, the 
mercy seat was a place of propitiatian/covering for sin - the sprinkled blood pacified the 
wrath of God and provided a venue for God and man to commune.

"For as long as the law stands forth before God’s face it subjects us to His wrath and 
curse; and hence it is necessary that the blotting out of our guilt should be interposed, 
so that God may be reconciled with us." - John Calvin

The New Testament identifies the Mercy Seat as a picture of Christ Himself:

Romans 3:24-25 - "Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation (hilastērion - mercy seat) 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God"

1 John 2:2 - "He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world."

The Law in the Inmost Parts

The Tabernacle is laid out to portray the "Body" of Christ

"Yea, Thy Law is within My heart" (Psalm 40:8)

(Not the usual word for heart - which is leb)

“heart” = me`ah - inward parts, bowels, or the seat of generation in men, womb in 
women. Inmost soul.

The Tabernacle is referred to with words used to describe the human body:

One side  - katheph = shoulder (Exodus 27:14-15)

One side - tsela = rib (Exodus 26:26-27)

For the two sides westward - yarekah (thigh) Exodus 26:27



Page 7 of 10

Exodus25_Notes 2/18/18, 2:56 PM

Table of Shewbread

Exodus 25:23 - "Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be the 
length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height 
thereof."

Called the "bread of the presence" - lechem haPānīm - bread before the face, bread in 
the presence of.

That means the bread expresses Israel's belief that God's presence among them is their 
only sustenance, and his provision is sufficient.

The 12 loaves of bread to be placed on this table would be unleavened and pierced 
cakes, anointed with oil in the form of a cross (according to Edersheim, 'The Temple'). 
Frankincense and salt were also on the table. New bread replaced the old bread every 
Sabbath, and the old was eaten by the priests.

Josephus is of opinion the lampstand has some mystical meaning in it, it being of 
seventy parts, as he says, refers to the twelve signs of the Zodiac, through which the 
seven planets take their course. - John Gill

David and the Shewbread

According to Edersheim, “Ancient symbolism, both Jewish and Christian, regarded 'the 
Bread of the Presence' as an emblem of the Messiah.” Probably because of the story 
about David (1 Samuel 21). Jesus mentions this incident in Mark 2:23-28. 

Both King Saul and King Uzziah were punished by God for acting as priests. David 
however, is allowed - because as a type of the Messiah He was both priest and king.

And in fact "and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (Exodus 
19:6)

1 Peter 2:9 - "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for God's own possession, to proclaim the virtues of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light."

The Lampstand

The Lampstand was made of one piece, as Christ is one with His church (John 15:5 - 
True Vine and branches).

Exodus 25:31 - "And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall 
the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his 
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flowers, shall be of the same."

Almonds

The bowls were to be "made like unto almonds" (verse 33) boat-shaped according to 
the Talmud. In fact, it contains representations of the buds, blossoms and fruit of the 
almond tree, reflecting the miracle of Aaron's rod. (Although some sources interpret the 
knops as pomegranates or apples, and the blossoms as lilies).

Almonds blossom in early February, the first plant to awaken from the death of winter, 
and thus a harbinger of spring, and a symbol of resurrection. Aaron’s rod budded, 
sprouted, and offered fully formed fruit, all at the same time. 

The resurrection life of Christ is not time-dependent.

John 4:35 - "Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I 
say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to 
harvest."

"almond" = shakeid -  wakeful, watchful (and almonds are shaped like eyes). 

Another name for the almond in Hebrew is luz. In Talmudic tradition this is the "nut of 
the spinal column" from which human beings will "blossom forth" at the resurrection. 
(Ecclesiastes Rabbah 12:5), referring to the "dry bones" vision of Ezekiel 37.

"On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of 
Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, 
and it bore ripe almonds." (Numbers 17:8) Almonds normally blossom early but yield 
fruit late. 

This miracle hinted at the resurrection of Jesus Christ and His status as the first fruits of 
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20). 

Jeremiah 1:11-12 - “And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do 
you see?” And I said, “I see an almond branch.” Then the Lord said to me, “You have 
seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.”

At the same time, the almond bloom is symbolic of the brevity and fragility of our natural 
human life - see Ecclesiastes 12:5 for the almond bloom as the white hair of the aged.

Jewish Tradition

As mentioned above, the lamps of the menorah were lit daily, "from evening until 
morning," starting from the central lamp (the shamash or servant lamp) and then moving 
right to left (Exod. 27:21).  According to the Talmud (Shabbat 22b), while all the lamps 
received the same amount of olive oil, the "westernmost" lamp (according to Rashi, the 
center lamp, due to its orientation) miraculously never ran out of oil, even though it was 
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kindled first in the sequence.  In other words, when Aaron would rekindle the lamps 
every evening, he found the shamash still burning, so he simply refilled it with oil and 
trimmed its wick. This miracle is also said to have occurred during the Temple period, 
though it abruptly ended about 40 years before the destruction of the Second Temple (c. 
30 AD), after the death of the Messiah, the true Servant and Branch of the LORD. As it 
is attested in the Talmud: "Our Rabbis taught: During the last forty years before the 
destruction of the Temple the lot ['For the Lord'] did not come up in the right hand; nor 
did the crimson-colored strap become white; nor did the westernmost light shine" (Yoma 
39a). After the death and resurrection of Yeshua, the parochet/veil of the Temple was 
rent asunder and the miraculous center light of the menorah began to shine throughout 
the whole world. "God is light" (1 John 1:5); in His light we do see light (Psalm 36:9). 
"For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Yeshua the Messiah" (2 
Corinthians 4:6).
--From hebrew4christians.com - https://buff.ly/2EBD5Ex

Light and Life

The Lampstand represents Christ as the Light of the world. It can also be seen as a 
symbol of the Tree of Life.

John 8:12 - "Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.'”

The witness and ministry of each local church is seen as a lampstand

Matthew 5:14-16 - "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

Revelation 1:20 - "The seven lampstands are the seven churches."

Revelation 11:3-4 - "And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two 
olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth."

The "lampstand" ministry can be taken away or lost. The church at Ephesus had 
abandoned its first love:

Revelation 2:5 - "But if you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place."

Exodus 25:40 - "And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed 
thee in the mount."
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Once the pattern has been revealed, our own ideas about how to worship God are 
worthless. 

Altar of Incense

The Golden Altar of Incense was also located in the Holy Place, in front of the Veil that 
divided that area from the Holy of Holies. But it is not discussed until Exodus 30:1–10.


